I-California
A-San Prancisco to Anticch

Although the route officlially begina
at the Paclfic Ocean on Ocean Beach just
W of Golden Gate Park in San Francieco,
the 1980-81 HikaNation had ite beginning
ceremonies on the Folo Field in Golden
Gate Park, PFrom here tha route went
around the San Pranclsco peninsulas,
croased the bay via the BEay Bridge, then
went N through Berkelsy & into the
coastal ranges. After traversing the
East Bay HReglonal Parks via Mt. Diablo,
the route descended to Antioch, This is
a beautiful route with many trails &
nice scenery, but the bay crossing remins
a serious barrier, since ths Oakland Bay
Bridge is not open to pedaestrian traffic.
It is suggecsted that one either make
arrangements to cross by ferry or take
BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) under the
Bay to Oakland., Or, altsrnately, one may
choose to follow an altarnate route N
scross the Golden Gate Bridge through
Marin County. Although unscouted, this
route is very scenlc & utilizes trails
through the Golden Gate Nat'l Rec., Area
& Mt, Tamalpais St. Park, elrcumventing
the Bay to the N & rejoining the primary
route at Isleton.

At the Polo Field in Golden Gate
Park, walk W .9m along a blcycls path

paralleling Kenned{ Dr, to "The Esplanads"®,

a boardwalk extending along the beach,
Walk R{N) along tha beach, then ascend

plaza of the Golden Gate Bridge on U.S.
Hgwy.#101. The alternate route starts
here, which I will describe later, Pass
under Hgwy.#101 & proceed down to Port
Point along Lincoln Blvd., to Long Ave..
taking & L{N) on this street down to
Marine Dr. (im){0'). Turn R(SE) onto
Marine Dr. & walk along the Eay on this
etreet, which becomes & promenade. Pol-
low Marine Dr, as it curvee R(S) to
Mason St., where we turn L(E) to Marima
Blvd, & the St. Francis Yacht Harjor
(1.3m), Cont, E along Marina Blvd. past
the yacht harbor & Marina Green on the L
{N), curving SE to Beamch St.. Bear L
onto this street, then enter Fort Mason
& turn L on McDowell Ave.. Follow this
street as it curves around to the S to
Black Pt, in the S.F. Maritime S5t, Hist,
Pkx.. Take the extension of Van Neas Ave.
R(S) to Beach Ave,, turning L(E} here.
Procesd past the Nat'l Maritime Museum,
Ghirardelll Squsre, & Fisherman's Wharf
on Beach St. to the Embarcaderc (2,3m),
Turn R{SE) here & walk along the Embar-
cadero past many ship plers to the Perry
Bldg. { just opposite Market St.)(1l.2Zm).
Since one cannot crose the Oakland Bay
Bridge on foot, as mentioned earlier, you
can make arrangements at this terminal to
either take BART (the Bay area‘s rapiad
trangit system) to Oakland via the tumnel
or poesibly arrange for a ferry crossing,
If you took BART across the Bay, get
off at the ODakland West Station (if you

the bluffs on the concrete walk on the
W sids of Point Lobos Ave. past the
famous Cliff House on our L{W)(,6m).
The whole coastline here has been pre-
served by the Nat'l Park Service as the
Golden Gate Nat'l Recreation Area
(GGNRA), The ruins of the Sutro Baths,
8 24,000 person swimming facility gut-
ted by fire in the 1960's, are just N
of the Cliff House (built in 1863-fcod
& beverages avallable), FProceed along
Pt. Lobos Ave., which bends to the R(E)
to the old El Camino del Mar St., Turn
L(N)} here to whers a trail begine oppo-
site Clement St, on the L(W). Tske
this trall (actually an abandonsd turn-
of-the-century steam train bed) as it
winda among Fine & Cyprear trees on top
of the bluffs overlooking the Pacific,
a very scenic cosstline. We pass above
Lands End, where we get our first view
of the Golden Gate, then cont, up &
down some concrete steps along the
rocky bluffs. Our trall merges with El
Camino del Mar, opsn to vehicular traf-
fic here (1.3»5. & we follow it through
Seacliff, » residential area, until we
reach the access rd. intc Baker Beach.
Bear L onto this rd. & descend to the
parking area (.9m), then out onto the
beach. Proceed R(N) up.the beach to
ita northern end, past Battery Chausber=-
lain (an olé¢ fortification), & climb
the steps & trail through the Cypress
trees to Lincolm Blwd.{.fm). Turn L(N)
& follow thia paved street to a circie
whers a street bears L up to the toll

took the ferry, walk SE on 7th St. to
Peralta St., about im). If you would
rather skip this next segment, which is
mestily along city streets, you could
cont, on BART to the Berkeley Station,
just W of the UC-Barkelay campus. From
the Cakland West Station, walk I block
W to Peralta St,, then turn R(NE) & walk
1.,4m (17 vlocks) to Hollis St. branching
off to the L(N-NW)(just beyond 32nd st,
& caddycorner to a school). Pollow
Hollis St. 1l.6m (16 blocks) to 65th st,,
turn L(W-SW) 1 block to Bay St., then
turn R(N-NW) & go over Ashby ave. & into
Aquatie Park, where we get some rellef
from all the pavement. Cont. along the
E edge of the water along a pleasantly
green & shady dirt path past the Bird
Regcue Center to a picnic area (with
water & restrooms) opposite Dwight Way
(l1.1m), This makes a good lunch & rest
stop. Cont. straight(N) another .2m

{2 blocks) %o Baneroft way, turning R(E)
here 1 block across the RR tracks to
3*d St., where wa turn L{NN¥) 1 block
to Allston Way (.2m). Turn R(E) on
Allston Way & follow this street 1.7m
(27 blocke) to Pulton 5t. & the UC-
Berkeley campus. Jog L(N) ¢ block,
turning R(W) at some tennis courts onto
the cross-campus road, Walk .7m up
through the campus along S Fk., Straw-
berry Cr. on paved walkwaye past many
campus bldg.'s to Gayley Rd. o ust
Nw gf thedﬁtndium. ﬁowytnka § Zdi&mj



Rim Way to the L(N) of the stadium to
Centennial Dr., which we turn L(E} onto.
Follow thim paved rd. up inte Strawberry
Canyon past the Haas Clubhouse to where
the UC Trail (a broad fire rd.} starts
{Centennial Dr. veers L(NE) uphlll here)
(.7m)(620'), Polléw this dirt rd. as it
agcends E up the canyon, then swings
back W onto N-facing slopes. There are
Redwood trees growing here, the only
ones you will see on the sntire trane-
continental route unless you opied for
the unacouted alternate route. This
land is owned by the college & is pre-
served as "open space” to be left in its
natural condition. At a jct. on a ridge,
take the L(E) uphill rd, & climb steeply
for S00' before bearing off the ridge to
the L(NE) onto the fire rd. agein which
now traverses gradually upward E of
Strawberry Canyon in the Berkeley Hills,
Good views can be had of the East Bay &
beyond, unless fog ie obecuring the aresa,
a common occurence, Finally we surmount
one last hill & come to paved Grizzly Pk,
Blvd. on top of the ridge (3.4m){1,310").
Turn L(N) & follow this blacktop rd. .2m
to the Golf Gate entrance to Tilden
Regional Park., Turn R{E~NE) on Golf
Course Dr, .lm to the Grizzly Pk, Trall,
which takes off to the L{N-NW}., Ascend
briefly on this trail over a knoll, then
descend parallel to Golf Course Dr. past
the Shagta Gate entrance (Shasta Ir.)} to
Wildcat Canyon Rd. just L(W} of a picnic
area. Now cont. straight on a trail
downn to Lake Anza's W'ern shore & come
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forest at around the 700 contour, with
views of Mt, Diablo acrosas the lake to
our E-SE. After #.3m, we come to the
Bear Cr. Rd. (blacktop)(600') where the
trail crossee Bear Cr.. Turn L{N) on
this rd. for .3m to the entrance rd, to
Briones Reglonal Park, Turn R(E) & im-
mediately arrive at a picmic area which
is a good place to camp, with water &
toilets (.2m).

Cont. E up the old Briones Rd. (now
the San Fellpe Trail) a short distance
to the Homestemd Valley Tralil branchi
off to the R(SE), an old dirt rd. (.4:?
(760')., Follow this rd. across the cresk,
then ascend up through oak trees into
Homestead Vallay, past an archery range
(don*t bear L-cont. etraight up the val-
ley) to where the rd, climbs steeply to
& gaddle in ocak woodland (1.3m)(1,1%0').
Turn R(S) here onto mnother jeep rd. (the
Ruasel Pk, Trail) for ,2m, then fork L(S)
(1,250*) onto the Lafayette Ridge Trail,
a jeep trail, We follow along the crast
of Lafayette Ridge, a very scenic oak-
clad ridgetop with beautiful views of Nt.
Diablo, the highest mtn. in the Bay area,
which we will shortly be traversing. We
leave Briones Regional Pk, & entear pri-
vate property, cont.'ing along the R(S)
side of the ridge past private homes
(this section is supposed to have a
public trail conetructed across it =soon).
Do not take any of the paved roade leadirg
5 down off the ridge-cont. E near the top

hill, then L(E) at two jet.'s hefore
-erriving at the ridgetop & @licaal)
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to the beach & picnic area (1.1m}{770'),
Water, a snack bar, showers (cold water)
restrooms, & the Tilden Park 0ffice are
located here, meking this area a nice
camping areea.

Pick up the wWiideat Cr. Trail at
the lake's outlet dam & descend
Cr. & short distance to a plenic
with dirt rd. sccess, Look for a trail
branching R(SE) & climb this trail as it
switchbacks back NE, bearing R(S) up-

Canyon Rd, at Inspiration PI% +7m)
{(1,040'), There 1s a trail sign here
reading "Inspiration Trail*. Follow
this trail NE, then SE as it descends,
with good views of San Fablo Reservoir,
to the paved San Pable Dam Rd. (we are
now on East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict (EBMUD) land & a permit is re-
quired). Croes the road & pick up the
ald San Pablo Dam Rd, (dirt)} just be-
yond, Turn R(5) & follow this old road
to the Oursan Trail (just beyond the
corporation yard on the L)(2.4m){370').
Follow this trail S under some power
lines, cross San Pablo Cr., then follow
the Cr. back to the L(N) on the trail,
recrossing the transmiasion lines , to
the bottom of the Briones Dem Spillway.
Climd the spillway to the top of the dam
& find the Bear Cr. Trail on the R(SE)
aide of the dam up a short hill (1.4m)
{700'), Traverse around the E & S'ern
shores of this reservoir on a delightful
trall through occasionally dense oak
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until arriving at a water tank. Here we
begin descending steeply down off the
ridge to the N to the corner af Spring
Hill & Pleasant Hill Rd.'s, just R(E) of
Spring Hill Elementary School (leave the
dirt rd. just S of the school {3.3m)
{360').

The route from here across Acalanes
Ridge, through the city of Walnut Creek,
to Heather Farms Park utilized aqueduct
& canal right-of-ways wlth locked gates
to provide a corridor through a densely
populated area. Becauss of the uncer-
tainty of the status of the gzates &
right.of-way, I recommend following an
alternate route along paved city streets
through this urban srea. The route in
1980 proceeded N slong Pleasant Hill Rd.,
crosged Acalanes Ridge, then procesded
along the Mokelumne Aqueduct to Larkey
Pk. (water & restroome). From here it
cont.'d along the Contra Costa Canml,
under the Hegwy.#680/24 underpass, then
over Walnut Cr. to Heather Farms Park,

My recommended alternative is to.
turn L{N) on Pleasant Hill Rd. & follow
this somewhat busy rd. across Acalenss
Ridge into the Walnut Creek/Pleasant
Hill valley {bear R{NE) where Taylor
Blvd. cont.'s L{N))., After 1.6m, bear
R{(E) onto Ge Rd. & proceed 1.9m past
the Hgwy.#680/24 overpass to Sheppard
Rd., Just past the walnut COr. crossing.
Turn R{SE) here tc the Contra Costa
Canal & & bicycle path (near a filtra-
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tion plant}., Turn L & follow the shore
of a small lake, entering Heather Farms
Pk., where wea rejoin the other route.
This park mekes a good rest area, with
water, restrooms, & snackbar, swimming
pocl, & phones (.6m)(100'}.

From here we cont, SE across the
park to Ygnacio Valley Rd., where we turn
R(SW) along this busy rd., pasaing
Viceroy Church & coming to a pecdestrian
light across from the John Mulir Memorial
Hospital. Cross Ygnacio Yalley Rd. here,
doubling back {NE) along this street to
the Ygnaclo Canal. Turn R{SE) along this
canal, winding along it to Pyne Dr, (.Bm)
Turn R(SE) on this strest 500 ft. to
Arbol Vis, then turn R(SW) here & climb
over a small ridge (290*) to La Casa Via.
Turn L{SE) here, following this st., then
Corvey Ct. up to m saddle & the Walnut
Cr. Open Space (.7m)(310'). Here we pick
up a Hiking & Riding Trall & leave the
East Bay's clutter of development behind,
with open spaces in the coastal ranges
beckoning us onward, Proceed SE past the
Indian Valley School on this trall (an
old jeep rd.), curving N through a ranch
to the N side of the ridge, eventually
coming to a saddle betwsen itwo small
knolls & sntering the Diable Foothills
Regional Park (2.5m)(670'). Cont. along
the jeep trail, oroesing to the S side of
the ridge, going over numerous saddles to
a jet, (bear 5-5W, not 5w, after about #
mile) just W of Pine Ridge (2.2m){B800'),
We have now entered Mt. Diable St. Park,
Eear L{NE), cont.'ing along the jeep
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then on up the summit ridge. After
crossing the sumnmit rd., we cont. up cne
lagt steep stretch to s parking lot just
¥ of the summit (im)(3,700'). Another
+3m up the narrow paved rd. will get us
to the summit observation tower (3,849'),
whare a magnificent panorama awaits us,
On a clear day the Pacific Ocean (and
Golden Gate Bridge) can be seen to the W,
& the snowcapped Sierrs Nevada to the E
across the wide Sacramento Valley. Therse
ig a smell gift shop & snack bar on top.

¥When ready to descend from this pro-
minent point, which served as the mean
meridian for the mapping of the West,
take the Devil's Elbow Trail off the S
side on very steep elopes, curve around
the Devil's Pulpit, & deacend N to Pra-
spectors Gap {(1m)(2,950'). Cont. des-
cending steeply N-NW on a Tire trail to
Big Spring (usually running), then take
the R(N) fork (the Middle Trall) down
through & fireescarred area to a 3=
trail jet. (1,700'). Take the L(H-;:g
fork (the Donner Trail) down into Donner
Canyon & follow this riparian canyon past
the Meridian Ridge Pire Rd. to a rangers
cabin & a graded dirt rd, (2.2m)(720'),
Follow this rd. down out of the ecanyon to
paved Clayton Rd. (1.7m)(435'), turning
L(W, then N) & arriving in downtown
Clayton (,6m){394'). There is & good
store here & a park with shady Eucalyptus
trees. Where Clayton Rd, bends %0° W,
turn R{E} on Black Diamond way {formerly
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trail & ascending to a saddle, crosaing
a gulch, then bearing R{SE} at a fork
to a jet..with the Wall Ridge FPire Trall
{a jeep trail(.8m)(1,120*), Turn L(NE)
onto this rd, & make a ateady ascent
along the ridgetop, with good panorama's
opaning up of Mt, Dlablo to the NE.
Cont. upward through Chaparral, & plant
community characteriatic of many of
California‘*s low to mid-elevation min.
slopes influenced by a Mediterranian
climate, Here in the comstal ranges &
in the Sierra Nevada foothills are the
only places we shall see it. At length
we come to the paved S Gate Rd. (2.4m)
(1,620°), Seversl plcnic grounde & a
epgd. are located here, as well as Rock
City, a scenic recky/pinnacled area.
Cont, up Mt, Diablo proper on the Summit
Trall, just E of us on the S Gate Rd..
Climb the rldge to our N, then parallel
the park rd. W-NW, then N-NE along the
ridge, croessing it twice {(the par
headquarters is just Nw of the 2N
crossing)., Cont, steeply up an old
jeep rd, in a draw to & jot, with the
Juniper Trail (1.7m)(2,680'). Bear L
(W) onto this trail, switchbacking up
out of the ravine & traversing Nw up to
Juniper Camp (.Bm)(2,860')., There are
begutiful views W'ward here & good,
piped water., Also, this is our first
introduction to the ubiquitous Juniper,
& tree wo will see much of at middle
elevationa throughout the West., Cont,
up the Juniper Trail through a dense
Juniper forest to a saddle (3,100°),
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Nortonville Rd,), a dirt rd., & follow
it 2.1m up to a saddle (1,200*)(bear L
(N} »t the only fork). Cont, another
+2m, entering Black Diamond Mines

" Reglonal Park & coming to a Jct., with

the Cumberland Trail on the R(S)}{a jeep
trail)(1,190'), Switchback up over a
aaddle (1,380*) to a jet. with the
Black Diamond Trail, which we follow R
(8), then B (bearing L onto a jeep
trail) along the N side of a ridge.
There ure many old mining roads in the
vark, which historically has been a
coal mining area, so follow the signs &
trail carsfully, <Cont. on the Black
Diamond Trail as it comea to a saddle
(1,300') just S of a hill, then winde
around the E'ern side of this hill to
another gaddle (Nortonville Fass)(2.9m)
(1,120'). Here we turn R(NE) along an
old rd. (Nortonville Fass Trall) past
the Rosehill Cemetary & descend %o a
picnic ground at the ald site of Somer-
svilla, After cont.'ing downoanyon a
short distance, (many tailing pilea
from the mines are evident here)(740')
turn R(B-SE) onto the Stewartsville
Trail, another old rd., & ascend to the
ridgetop (1,150'). Cont, aleong the
Stewartaville Trail as it awitchbacks
down into a valley & deacends it E past
the site of Stewartsville to a 9ct.
with the 0il Canyon Trail (3.2m}(470'),
This is a good place to camp, with
water, toilets, & a pastoral setting,
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surrounded by the last hille we will see
until the foothills of the mighty Sierra
Nevada,.

Cont, NE down Sand Cr. Canyon on the
0il Canyon Trail {(an old rd,, previously
paved), then ascend over a ridge (550*)

& down to Prederickson In,, where we
leave Black Dliamond Mines Reglonal Park
& enter Contra Loma Reg. Fk. (2m)(250').
Cont. N{straight) along this blacktop

rd. %o the bikepath that goes around the
R(E) side of Contra Loma Reservoir,
taking thls path down to the Contra Costa
Canal (1,4m}(120'). Cont. R(E) on the
bikepath along this agueduct to Lone Tres
Way (l.2m). After jogging L(N) LCO ft,,
turn R(E} onto Sunset Ln. & follow this
regsidential strest N to Tragallas Rd.
(1.1m)(50*}, Turn R(E) for .Jm on this
street, then L(N) onto Cavallo Ave..
Follow Cavallo 1m to Wilbur Ave. (10'},

. the end of the section in. dewntown
Antioch, with all services.

Por those who would like to follow
the alternate route from San Francisco
N across the Golden Gate Bridge into
Marin Co. & then E through Napa Valley
to the Delta, I will now describe this
unscouted dbut promising route. At the
toll plaza on U.S. Hgwy.#101, proceed N
across the bridge on the pedestrian walk
to the Marin Co, headlands, a beautiful
ares of rolling brown hills (except in
the apring, March-May, when the Golden
States' hills turn green) & secluded
canyons with lush Redwood forests.
Eventually we reach a turnout on the R(E)
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by some abandoned bldg.'s of the former
Pt. Barry Military Rea, to Rodeo Lagoon.
Cont. ¥ mlong the S ghore of the lagoon
to the Pacific shoreline (Rodec Beach),
then crogs the narrow isthmus between the
ocean & lagoon to a parking area with
regtrooms (2.6m). There is a ranger
station just E of us here. Cont. N¥ on
the trail, an old dirt rd., ascending to
the top of Wolf Rldge te another jot.
(1.6m)(850')., Bear L{(W) here, descending
8teeply down the N eide of Wolf Ridge
into Tennessee Yalley, a quiet & secluded
1lttlie valley. Cross to its N aide & a
?ct. with the Tennesaee Valley Trail

1.3m}{100'), Cont. atraight{w) on tha
Coastal Trail (still an old 4airt rd.),
climbing to the top of a ridge (570°'),
then deacending NW down the othar side,
winding around a ravine, & cont.'ing 9uat
above the pounding surf (Pirates Cove
before aacending to a jet, on Coyote
Ridge (2.2m)(530'), Turn L{SW)} onto the
Coyote Ridge Trall {a road) & descand
steeply down to Green Gulch Farm, with
Muir Beach on the L(W). PFollow the dirt
rd. here NE t0 where another rd. cromses
the farm to Hgwy.#1 (the Shoreline Hegwy.).
Froceed L(NW) on St. Rt.#1 a short dia-
tance to where a rd. comes in on the L
(SW)(1.1m)(10'), This is the trailhead
Tor the Redwood Cr, Trail, which we fol-
low up the R(S) side of Redwood Cr.,
ragsing the Miwok Trail branching uphill
te the R(S), to the boundary of Muir
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8ide of the hgwy. with a parking lot &
vigta point {1.8m), Immedlately below
this to the L(N)} ir a jeep rd.; descend
down to it & turn R(E), walking past
some oil tanks on the L & descending
back around tc the W underneath the
bridge to & paved rd., immediately be-
yond it, Turn L(S) here & cross under
the bridge again to Horszeshoe Bay (the
road to the R(S) goes out to the light-
house on Lime Pt,) & the trailhead for
the Coastal Trail (an old dirt rd.},
which we will follow all the way to
Mulr Beach (.6m). Take this off to the
R(E} along the shore of Horseshoe Eay,
past some of the old bldg.'s of Fort
Baker & two old battery installations,
ATter passing the Yellow Bluff Light.
house on the R(E), cross the paved rd.
& cont. along 1ts uphill side past ano-
ther old battery on the L(W)., Now we
pass under another paved rd. coming
down on the L(W) & begin climbing up
the ridge to the W, Eventuslly we pass
over the tunnel carrying Hgwy,#101
through the mtn, & reach a knoll (850°).
Descend S, then climb over another hill
& descend 3W to a paved rd., Just N of
a jet, (2.4m). Cont. R(W) on our trail
at this jet,, traversing around the N
#ide of a ridge past a pilcnic area to a
Jet. just before reaching paved Bunker
Rd. (1.,6m), Turn L{S), then R(W),
paralleling ConZzelman Rd. just to owr L
(S) for a short distance, then swinging
N around a spur ridgze & paralleling it
once more before swinging MW & passing
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Woods Nat'l Monument (2.6m)(110'),
Here we enter the monument & follow the
paved park road up te the nature trail
in Redwood Canyon (.5m), There is a
ranger atation & snack bar located
nearby. Follow the nature trail
through magnificent Redwood groves
along the valley floor, to a Jjet. with
the Ben Johnson Trail (190'), Veer L
(W) onto this trail & climb through
nore woods to the Pan Toll Ranger
Station on the ridgetop (2.4m)(1,5007).
The Mt. Tamalpais St., Fk. (which you
have now entered) headquarters & a cpgd,
are also located here, which makes it a
£00d camping area with water & restrooms.
There are good views of Mt. Tamalpais
{2,570*) to the N from here,

We now plek up the Coastal Trail
{an actual {rail) once again, which
traverses the S-facing slopes just W of
ue betwsen the Stinson Beach Hgwy. &
Southside Rd. leading u{ to Ridgecrest
Blvd.,. PFollow this trall for im, veer-
ing R(N) whers the Mati{ Davis Trail
descends to Stinson Beach. Cont. NW on
the Coastal Trail near the 150011,600°
contour, sometimes in woods & sometimes
on grassy or brushy slopes, with beau=
tiful views of the beaches & bluffs
below on a clear day. Eventually we
leave Mt. Tamalpals St. Pk, & our trail
ends on the ridgetop at Ridgecrest Blvd,,
where this +» descends down to
Alpine Iake In the valley to our E
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8,1m)(1,500'), With the GGNRA on our L
SW) & Marin Ce, Municipal Water District
lands on our R{(NE}, we cont. along the
ridgetop on the Bolinag Ridge Pire Rd..
After walking nearly level along this
wooded ridze, we break out into scme
ridgetop meadows & aventually descend
steeply NE towards FPeters Dam which backs
up Kent Lake, the large reservolr we've
been hiking above to our R, Descend down
off the ridge below the dam to Lagunitas
Cr. & follow this valley out to the Sir
Francis Drake vy & paved rd., (7.2m)
{160*). Turn L(w) & enter Samusl F,
Taylor St. Pk,, following the paved rd,
on the S side of the creek. Wwhere the
road crosses the creek, plck up a dirt
rd, on the same side & follow it past
Camp Taylor to a cpgd. (2.1m)(130'},
where one could camp for the night. Cont.
another .6m to a point opposite Devils
. Gulch on the other (NE) side of the creek,
wade or jump the creek (or you could walk
+3m further to where a rd, bridges the
stream), & begin ascending Devils Gulch
on a fire rd.. 4scend all the way up
this valley NE, then N (leaving the St.
Pk.), until we switchback & ascend E up
to a saddle on the ridge (3m)(660*).
Bear L(NW), then N hers & descend to a T

Rd. jot.. Turn R(E)} & descend to the
village of Nicasio {1.5m)(180'). Here we
vonder a choice of routes. Most of the

countryeide around us is in private
grants of land & since the route has not
been scouted, access is not assured until
the route has been field checked & re-
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community of Rafael Village. Our dirt
rd. becomes paved & is called Febble
Beach Dr,, Follow 1t down to Alameda de
la Loma, where we turn L(NW) to Pairway
Dr.. Turn R(NE) aleng it & shortly arriwe
at Ignaclo Blvd., the main drag (1,3m)
(40*), Pollow it R(E) through town to
U.S, Hgwy.#101, a limited access freeway
here, Cross over it on the overpass te
Nave Dr.. thence to the RR tracks (.9m).

If you decided to take the second
alternative, proceed R(S) on Nicaseio
Valley Rd. .5m to Lucas Valley Rd., where
we fork L(SE} onto it. Pollow lucas
¥alley Rd. {paved) as it winds through
Lucas Yalley along Nicaelo Cr., past the
Big Rock Ranch on a saddle (650'), then
descends Miller Cr. through Lucas Valley
to the community of Marinwood. Turn L{N)
onto las Gallinas Ave. (9.6m){70') for
«5m to Miller Cr., Rd., then turn R(E)
along thie street to U.S. Hgwy.#101,
Cross over it, then take the ramp onto it
(.5m}, heading L{N) on itas shoulder. S5tay
well off the hgwy. itself, After ,Bm, we
take the next exit ramp off of the free=
way, but continue paralleling it along a
frontage rd. called Nave Dr.. Cont. N
along thie rd. to Ignacio Blvd., where
the firgt alternative comes in & we begin
to follow the RR tracks.

Follow the tracks N, keeping an eye
out for traine, which stlll run along the
tracks here. Take the R(NE) fork at the
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fined, I will desecribe two alternatives,
first the preferrsd but unscouted one
followed by the more reliable but less
scenic one,

If you have chosen the 15% one,
proceed with caution & respect any pro-
perty which may be private (i.e.~obey
any "No Trespassing” signs). COroas the
paved Nicasio Valley Rd,, walk 1 block,
then turn L(NE)} onto a jeep rd.. Bear
L(N) at a cluster of houses on the L(W)
& proceed up along Halleck Cr. N of
Shroyer Min,, After 1.9m, take the 37rd
Jeep rd. forking L(N), cross the cresk,
& pass a house & barn on the R(S). |
After walking through some fields, cross
Halleck Cr. again & begin ascending a
slope on our R into Redwood Canyon,
After two switchbacke we climb above the
forested canyon slopes & ascend to a
ict. at & saddle on the ridge to cur R

$)(2.7m)(1,250'), Bear L(SE) here &

cont. along the ridge S of Redwood
Canyon, bearing L(E) at the next jct. &
climbing up to Big Rock Ridge. Bear R

{SE) along our jeep rd.
(1,887'), our highpoint along this ridge
& in the coastal ranges of California.
The views on & clear day should be ex-
cellent., Cont. along the ridgecrest
until it "Y's" NE & SE (&.3m){(1,420'},
We take the L(NE) fork & descend 1.3m
to ancther jeep rd. forking L{N} along
another ridge, Descend N, then bear R
(NE) eteeply downhill with a school on
our R{E) before swltchbacking down to
the L{W) into s reeidential area in the
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past "Blg Rock™

next hgwy. interchange (the RR tracke
bend NE here), An alternative to the
tracks now is to walk along Hewy.#37 on
our L{NW}, Cross Novate Cr, & cont.
actoss this flat floodplain until we

reach the hills on the far sids Here,
where Atherton Ave. comes in he
Ver to a

hgwy. . on our L(NW), we crose B
frontage rd. (3.3m5, parallel Hgwy.#37
«3m along it, then take & ramp onto
Hegwy.#37, which soon becomes undivided.
Cross the Petaluma River on a bridge,
& gont. NE along the hgwy., which widens
out again, After 4.4m, St. Rt.#121
veers off to the L(N) & we take this
sscondary route, a paved road. Alter
another 2m, we reach a jet. with a road
branching L(NW} & once meore ponder a
choice of routes. The more scenlc route
between here & Sonoma would be to tra-
verse the Sonama Mtne, to our NW but
since the route remaine unscouted, there
is no guarantee that you won't encounter
a locked gate or "No Trespassing® asign.
However, ] would say the likellhood of
thie ia glim, since farmers need access
to thelir farme & homes & most roads are
cpen to vehicles & pedestrians. I will
still describe an alternate route,
though, for those who prefer not to take
the risk.

The preferred route follows this
NW-btranching road ilm to a small draw,
whers we turn R(NE)} onto a jeep rd. &
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climb steeply NE up into the Sonoma Mins.,
We curve NW & walk through cleared,

rasey, summit areag to a T jet. (2.2m)
?674' . Turn R(N) here up a hill & cont.
through pastures with sweeping vista's,
bearing L at the next fork, The two
roads parallel sach other for awhile bs-
fore our road vaers off to the L{W=NW)

downhill, Pass a house on the L{W) then
descend N, W, then SW, cont.'ing R
(etraight) to another Jct.. Turn R(N)

here & come to 5t. Rt.#116 (called Peta-
luma Rd,}(3.4m)(260'). We make a R(E)
turn here & descend into Somoma Vallay to
a jet. with Watmaugh Rd. (1.6m)(68'},
where we turn L(N-NW). Our romd shortly
benda 900 R{E-NE) as we proceed past
vineyards in the heart of California‘s
wine country. After croesing Sonoma Cr.,
we coma to St. Rt.#12 (2.1m)(40'), Turn
L(N) here & walk into the town of Sonoma,
- whare the Vallejo Home St, Hist, Monument
might be of some intersat (1.7m)(80').
The Somoma Mission is also located here.

Those who followsd the less risky
alternate route would have cont.'d N on
St. Rt.#121 past a quarry on the R(E} &
stayed on Rt.#121 where St. Rt.#116 cont'd
straight at Big Bend, After crossing
Sonoma Cr., you reach the jet. with St.
?g.#l% & turn L{N) along it into Sonoma

«9m).

Whers Rt.#12 turne 90° L(W) in downe
town Sonoma, turn R(E} for 4 blocks to
Gericke Rd. (.4m) & turn L(N)} gast the
Miseion San Francisco Solano Vineyard on
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called Coombeville Rd., SE, then E out gr
town, past & high school (Silverado) on
the R{S) through Nspa Valley to the hills
on the E side, where our road becomes
wWild Horse Valley Rd. & begina climbing
through woods up to & saddle just S of
Lake Madigan (4,6m)(1,390°)., Pass S of
this rather scenic lake, then curve S &
descend graduelly to lake Frey, & skirt
its B'ern shoreline (1,200'), Our road
now becomes a jeep rd, & descends via
switchbacks past Green Valley Palls on
our R in a secluded little canyon to
Green Valley picnic ground on our R(S).
Cross a minor aaddle, curving S & de-
gscending into Green Yalley, skirting the
E'ern edge of a golf course. We cont,
past the road to the golf course to the
next 9ct. with roads branching W & SE
(6.3m)(114'),  Turn L onto the SE'erly
one towards Rockville, paasing to the S
of a ridge, then climbing gradually E-NE
to a saddle (275'). Now descend SE, S,
then SE again aas we procesd out of the
coastal ranges & onto the flat floor of
the Sacramento Valley. Bear L(SE) at a
fork & come to the small community of
Rockville (2.6m)(60*). Cross the road
& cont, E through frult orchards, under
I-80 (a major coast-to-coast freeway) to
the city of Fairfield. We are now walk-
ing on St, Rt.#12, At the high school
(4.4m)(10"), turn R(S) for 3% blocks,
then L(E) again, still on St Rt.#12.
Follow this paved rd. E out of town,
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your L{W), then bend R(E}, then N again
up a small canyon & begin climbing inte
the hills K of town. Our road event-
ually becomes a jeep rd., reaches a sad-
dle, & cont,.'s climbing up the cleared
ridgeline N, passing just to the 5 of a
knoll to a forested saddle Just SW of
Hogback Mtn,, Here wea vear off the jeep
rd,, which leads N to a private residercs,
& traverae the 5 slopes of Hogback Mtn.
on & jeep trail up to a saddle on the
maln ridge (4.7m)(1,450'), where we
enter Napa Co.. Cont, N down the jeep
trail, passing eome houses on our L
where we plek up a better, graded dirt
rd, & descend into Redwood Canyon. Cont.
E down this secluded c¢anyon past Castle
Rock on our R(S), & prominent landmark,
& pass a winery & school on the R in
pleasant forest. Our road, now paved,
cont,*s down Redwood Canyon into Napa
Valley, world renowned for ite famous
vineyards & wineries, Upon reaching
Brown's Valley Rd., with grape tree or-
chards surrounding us, we turn R(S) on
this paved rd, (6.4m}(168'), Cont, on
Brown's Valley Rd., as it bcnd% E inte
the town of Napa & becomes 18% 5t,,
Cont, into downtown Napa past Jefferson
St. to Seminary St. (3.3m), then straight
to School St.. Turn R(SE) here, with a
ch&rch on your L(NE), & walk 2 blocks to
34 s¢,., Turn L(NE)} here & follow 3rd
St., the main drag, over the Napa River
to & S5-way jet. {.9m). Going counter-
clockwise, teke the 20d St. on the R,
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paseing S of Travis Air Porce Base,
After 7,9m, take the turnoff where the
old road crosees SE to the site of
Danverton. We pick up Hgwy.#12 sagain
for a short distance bafore reaching a
dirt rd, heading Due E (im)(58'), Fro-
ceed E 2,4m, turn $0° 5 for .5m, then
L(due E) again past paved St. Rt.#113
5m to where our road turns R(S). Cont.
S on the dirt rd,, now called Canright
Rd., past McCormack Rd., turning E(L)
once again (1,5m), then S{(R){1.5m} to
Hegwy.#12 (.6n){48'), Proceed L{SE) 2.4m
to the bridgs over the Sacramento River,
california‘s largest watershed draining
the entlire northern central valley re-
glon, in the town of Rio vista. After
crosging the brldge, turn L(N) onto the
paved levee rd., 5t. Rt.#160, on Brannan
Island, which parallels the river all
the way to Sacramento. After 4,2m, we
come to the interesting little town of
Isleton, where we rejoin the permanent
route coming up the delta from Antioch,

B-Antioeh to Folsom

Thie section takes us acrose Calif-
ornia's central valley, called the
Sacramento here & the San Joaquin fur-
ther S after the two major rivers which
drain the Sierra Newda & coastal ranges
into San Franciseo Bay, After following
the bankes of the Sacramento River up
through the Delta to the capital city of
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Sacramento, we follew the mswly comp-
leted American River Parkway Bikepath
along the American River through a cor-
ridor of publicly owned iand which
shields us from the sprawl of
Sacramento & its sud . Eventually we
come to the historic town of PFolsom &
the baginning of the Slerra Nevada foot-
nills.

At the jet. of wilbur & Cavallo Awvels
in downtown Antioch, walk B on Wilbur
Ave, 2.4m to St. Hgwy.#160, Walk up the
ramp onto the hgwy. & cross the San
Joaguin River on the Antioch Bridge to
Sherman Island in the Sacramente River's
Dalta., We will be following the Delta
along the banks of the Sacramento River
moat of the way to the Capital., Cont. W
on Hgwy.#160 on Sherman Island to Horse-
shoe Band (a branch of the Sacramento
River), then band E before heading N to
. @ bridge over Threemile Slough (7.8m)

(o Most of the land in the Delta is
at below sea level; only the leves's
alonZ the river channels prevent the
water from reclaiming this fertile farm-
land. Crose the bridge onto Erannan
Igland & the Brannan Island St. Rec, Area,
arriving at the park entrance road {(.4m).
Turn R(E) hers & make srrangements at the
entrance station to camp in one of the
cpEds., where water, restrooms, & showers
are available (fee regquired), Follow
the park road through grovas of Eucalyp-
tue treea past many cpgd. entrances to
the gate at the NE comrmer of the park
{(1.2m}, Turn R{(E} on Twitchell Island
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Rd. aleng the E bank of the river through
the town of Locke {an interesting & his
toric Chinese town) to the next bridge
over the river, which we cross jyat S of
Courtland (6.7m). Now cont. N along the
W bank of the rlver, passing the towns of
Courtland & Hood on the far bank. After
6m we pass a bomt landing on our R with
a few pienic tables & a small store/bar
acrogs the road; one could camp hers-it's
called Merritt's Landing since we're on
Merritt Island) check with the store
owner, Cont, up the W bank through the
town of Clarksburg to a bridge over the
river (6.4m), Cross it to Hgwy.#160 &
the town of Preeport. Eventually, whan
the Sacramento Bikepath is completed, we
can take it along the river to Sacramento,
where it will join the American River
Pikwy. Bikepath, Until then, we follow
elther Hgwy.#160 or the abandoned RR
tracks all the way through the suburbs
into the restored section of 0ld Sacra-
mento, near the downtown area just N of
Capitol Mall St. & Tower Bridge. Here we
pick up the blkepath along the Sacramento
River leves on our L{W). %his area is of
great interest historically & includes
Fort Sutter, a railroad museum, & many
other shopa & stores, With the exception
of Washington, D.C., Sacramento is the
largest city our route will take us
through, & we will be In its metro area
for the next couple of days.
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Rd., & follow Sevenmile Slough's S bank
for 3.2m. Cross it here & cont, R(NE)
+1m along Brannan Islané Rd. to Jackaon
Slough Rd,. Turn L(NE) here & follow
this road 3,7m into the town of Islseton,
where the alternate route arcund the N
8lde of the Bay rejoins.

Cont, along Hgwy.#160 on the S
bank of the river, staying on the S
bank where Rt.#160 crogses to the other
side on & bridge. We cont. mlong the
channelirsd Sacramente River on the
Isleton Rd., passing KoKet Resort on
our L after 6.9m, Permission to camp
hare, for & small fee, can be secured
from the owners. There are showsrs & a
gane room/bar nearby., Cont. along the
S bank of the river, crossing the
Georglana Slough on a bridege, & turning
L{N) into the Delta town of Walnut
Grove (2.4m). The Delta region formed
by the Sacramento River & its Slerra
trivutaries 1s laced with drainage
cansls or "sloughs™ which were dug to
drain the land & produce one of the
most productive orchard & crop-growing
sgricultural areas in the nation., Be-
tween these rivers & sloughs are
“islands”, in effect surrounded by
water. We have been walking on Brannan
& Andrue Ielands, & we row touch the
N'ern end of Tyler Island. The lavees
along the riv¥er channels prevent the
fields from being flooded, except in
the spring, when they are often inun-
dated by the runoff from the snowpack
in the Sierra Nevada. Cont, N on River
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confluence of the Sacramento & American
River's, where we crose the Americsn
River on the Jibboom 5t. bridge to
Discovery Park (i0.4m)(20'), Here we
pick up the Jedediah Smith Bicycle
Trail, which is almost complete all the
way out to Folesom Lake through lands
owned by the atate, Hers on this penin-
eula of land two of California's great
rivers meet, which have hietorically
provided transportation for the state's
earlier settlers as wall as more racent
ship & barge traffic. We now begin
heading E once again along the American
River, which unlike the muddy Sscramento,
flows clear. Tt has its headwaters in
the snowy Slerra Navada to the E & flows
through the heart of California‘s gold
country. Cont, along the blcycle trail,
& strip of pavement varying from 5-8 ft.
wide & popular with bikers & jozgers &
walkers. We walk through sparae Ca.
Live Oak forests & meadows on land re-
claimad & saved from urban development
& sprawl, under several atreets & free-
ways, & past a golf course to the Guy
A. West Bridge, & fancy & sxpensive
suspension bridge for biker's & pedes-
triane only (7.7m). It provides access
1o Sacramento State Univ., worth a
viait if time permits (there is an ex~
cdllent library on campus), Cont. along
the N bank of the American River on the
blkepath. Thie river, particularly con

Cont, N along the new blkepath to the weekends, ie swamped with rafters &
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canoeiste; thie is their Mecca, to be
gure! Eventually we reach a newly comp-
leted bicycle bridge over the American
River (5.7m){40°} leading into Goethe
Park, & gravelly, forested bar along the
river. This park has campsites, rest-
rooms with showers, & a shady oak foresat.
Cont. along the bikepath (there ls also a
horgetrail that parallels the paved bike-
bath, which might be easier on the feet),
vassing through a park with lote of pic-
nic tables, grasa, & trees, past some
bluffs overlooking the river, through
more gravelly terrain (a lot of gold
dredging was done here in the past,
creating many gravel/tzilings piles)
until we reach the Sunrise Blvd. access
parking area, complete with restroom &
information board.{5.6m){85'), The N
glde of the river is now a series of high
bluffs , & we can see why the bike trail
cerossed to the S side, After another
2.6m, we come to the temporary end of the
bikepath near a fish hatchery just down-
stream from the Nimbus Dam., Thie faci-
lity is well worth a visit. Cont. up the
hatchery’s access road to Hazel Ave,
(.15m)(135'). Here we turn L(N) onto
this main st.,, crossing a bridge with a
pedestrian/bicycle walkway over the
American River. A good view of Nimbus
Dam & Lake Natoma behind it can be had
from here, On the N~bank we croes under
the hgwy., pass an overlook, & cont,
along a trail underneath the bluffes on
our L{N) past the dam on ocur R(S). The
trail becomes a gravelled rd. down near

b}
C=Foleom to Nevada State Line

This section traverses the magnifi-
cent Sierra Nevada, Californis's "Range
of Light™ which John Muir, the famocus
naturalist, wrote extensively about &
spent a lifetime exploring. A fair
amcunt of cur route will be on trail,
perticularly at the higher elevations.
Also, we will be following or closely
paralleling the historic PFony Express
route in the foothills & Americen River
Valley.

After paseing underneath the Rainbow
Bridge over the American River, we cont.
along the blkepath, now in a scenic gorge
formed by the river just downetream from
Folsom Dam, which czn be seen ahead of
us, We are now in the Folsom Lake St.
Rec. Area, & just across the river from
us is the famous Foleom State FPrison,
memoriaiized in one of country singer
Johnny Cash's songs, Our bike trail
begine climbing to the L(W) up out of the
gorge through cak forest, then lewele off
in grassy fielde with occasional clumps
of trees, pacses a few subdivisions
{Sacramento‘s sprawl is still with ue!},
& comes to the headquarters of the rece
reation area after passing an overlook
with a good view of the dam (2m)(370*).
After checking out the park's headquar-
ters, we bear R(NE) off of the bikepath
& follow the paved dam accesa road up to
the top of the dike & cont. across the
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the edge of Lake Natoma. After im, at
the beginning of Mississippi Bar, a
large level gravelly area between the
bluffs & the lake, the route becomes
somewhat vague. The best route is to
head wp the hill to the L{N) on a trail,
Thies trail follows the ocak-gtudded,
grassy slopes; be careful & aveold tak-
ing trails forking uphill to housing
developments on top of the bluffs,
Eventually we go through a heavily
wooded arsa on the bar, & come out at
the jct. of Sunget & Main Ave.'s. Stay
to the L{NW) of Main Ave., & parallel it
until it bends to the L{N), Creces it
here and cont, along the Lake Natoma
Trail, a dirt rd. following the bluffs
to our L(N). After crossing an inlet
on a bridge, we ascend steeply up to
the top of the bluffs (270') & follow a
trall along the rim with a housing de-
velopment on our L{W). Eventually oun
trall descends steeply off of the bluffs
through woods down to Negro Bar, which
haa pienie & cpgd.'s, water, restrooms,
showers, & a ewimming aree. Cont.
through Negro Bar to where we pick up
the newly completed Amer. River Pkwy,
Bicyecle Trail once again (2,8m)(140'),
Juet beyond, the path goes under the
Rainbow Bridge, which carries Greenback
Ln. over the American River inte
historic Folsom. Thie is the end of
the section. Folsom has all services
& is definitely worth a visit.

32
dam (470'), with eplendid views of
Polsom Lake, the enowclad Sierra Nevada,
the Sacramento Valley, & poasibly even
Mt. Diablo on & ¢lear day. Cont., along
the dike to the higher ground on the
far side, passl parking area (crow-

a
. ded on weekends?? & then descending to

the S away from the lake to where the
road forke. Take the L(SE) fork but
immediately turn L(NE) up & dirt jeep
rd., which becomes a trall & tepaverces
along the shore of the lake. Cross
Dike B, one of many dikes built to per-
mit the flooding of the area now under
the waters of Folsom Lake, We come to
a boat ramp & parking area, with & pic-
nic area neardby. Traverse across this
peninsula to the E side & cross the
Mormon Ialand Dam, a long dike along
the S'ern shors of the lakse., At the
far end, follow the lakeshore around a
peninsula called “Mormon Island“; there
may be a slight footpath here. We
eventually pick up a small dirt rd. &
follow it along the S shore of an inlet
across from the Polsom Marina to a jet.
with the paved Green Valley Rd. (6.3m)
(480*) just past an entrance gate to
the park., Turn L(E) onto this road &
walk aleng it for .5m to Salmon Falls
Rd., forking L(NE). Take this road for
500 ft,, then bear R(E) onte Malcombd
Dixon Rd. (the old Green Valley Rd.),
which now climbs moderately through oak
woods up past the abandoned live Gak
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School to the new Green Vallsy Rd. (2.1im)
(960°'), Cont. on this paved rd. through
rolling foothills along the historic
route of the Pony Expreas Trail, which we
wiil elther be on or paralleling all the
way to Kyburz. We pass the Plsasant
Crove House, an historic Pony Express weye
station now owned by Lillian Dixon, who
has graclously offered her propsrtiy as an
overnight stop for HikaNation er HikaStaw
hikers, An outdoor toilet is available.
There is also a commemorative marker &
plague hers, Cont. slong Green Valley
Rd. 8 of Pine Hill (2,059'), the imposing
hiil to our N, to the small town of
Rescue {5.7m)(1,208*), with a smell store
& fire station across the road (there ia
a picmic area next to the fire statlion).
Cont. E ancther .5m to a T jet. (1,120°%),
where we turn L(N) towards Goloma, the
original gold discovery site whers John
Sutter bullt his mill., 5till following
" Green Valley Rd., we come to another jot.
in .5m, Stay on Gresn Valley Rd., walk-
ing up m valley to a saddle (1,450'),
past a achool (1,616'}, then bear L(NE)
on Green Yalley Rd., down through a pless-
antly wooded area to verdant Weber Cr.
(5.7m)(1,450"'), a major tributary stream.
This spot makes a nice rest stop, with
the lush vegetation (pines, oak, maple,
& alder) & burbling brook. We now climd
up out of the stream valley to Placervills
pr. (5m){1,710*}, in a bullt up area on
the outskirts of Placerville, a sirzable
town. Turn L{B) for .4m, then bear L(NE)
onto Plerroz Rd., whioch immediately leads
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can follow the paved road on the N eide
of the expressway past the Porest Ranger
Station & Camino Seventh Day Adventist
Church to the continuation of Carson Rd.
in Camino (1.3m)(3,150')}, with a store &
P.0,. Cont. through town to where Pony
Express Trall Rd. cont.'s on the N slde
of the hgwy. at an interchange, Shortly
we pasa a road dbranching to the L{(W)
which leads to the Mt. Danaher Fire
Station/Lookout, which with permission
could be used a8 a campaite (.8m)(3350').
Cont., just N of Hgwy.#50 on Pony Exprass
Trail Rd, through another apple orchard
& past private homes & cabins nestled
among the tall Ponderosa Pines, the most
prominent tree in the lowsr to mid-ele-
vations of the Sierra, which is often
found growing with Incense Cedar in the
higher parts of its range. After 2,6m,
we reach another interchange (3,640°).
Turn R{S), passing under Hgwy.#50, & cont,
L(E) on Ridgeway Dr., which permits us to
bypass the residential clutter of Pollock
Pines, a large vacation/resort community,
After 2,7m, wa come to Sly Park Rd.
(3,940'), Just N of Hgwy.#50, 500 ft. to
the L, is a Safeway store in Polleck
Pines. Turn R(S} on Sly Park Rd,, fol-
lowing it past numerous cabins nestled in
dense Fine/Cedar forest, After entering
Eldorado N,F,, we reach a jot. {1.6m)
(4.200‘). Bear L{E-SE)} onto Park Cr. Rd.
& cont., .6m to within 100 yarde of the
end of the paved portion at a Y Jet..
Here we fork L(NE? down a Jeep rd, to a
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to Cold Springs Rd.,. After another
1,000 ft,, bear L(E} onto Middletown
Rd,, which becomss Canal St.. This
detour is necessary to avoid busy Hgwy.
#50 in Placervills, After passing
Bernett Park & Placerville High School
on our L{N)}{1,950*), we descend toc cross
Hawy.#50 & come to Maln 3t. in downiown
Placerville {1.6m)(1,820'), Froceed L
(E} nlong Main St, through downtown
Placerville, an historic town which
sprang up during the gold rush era,
HikaNation BO'SQE) stayed at the city
park just S of the P,0. on Benham St.,
but permission must be obtained from
the authorities tc camp here. Cont.
along Main St., jJogging L{N) across
Hangtown Cr., then cont.'ing R(E) on
Broadway to Carson Rd, (1.2m){1,900°),
where we cross Hgwy.#50 on an overpass.
Follow Carson Rd., still slong the FPomy
Express route, as it ascends past houses
& through a Ponderosa Pine forest onto a
plateaun where we get our first good view
of the still distant Crystal Range in
the Desolation Wilderness, usually snow~
clad except in late season {2,400'),

The whole area ahead of us has been
planted with orchards of apple tress,
which we now begin walking through,

We pass the Eldorado N.P. Work Center

& Institute of Porest Genetics on our R
(5) & cont. along Frult Ridge through
agplo orchardes with enticing views of
the Sierra Crest aheaad. Eventually our
road hits the Hgwy.#50 right-of-way at a
school (5.3m){3,000'). However, hikers

frontage rd. at a peint almost directf?
opposite Foresi Rd.,. Cont, along the
frontage rd, to Fresh Pond (1.4m)(3600")
where there is a ranger station (El-
dorado N.F,). Pasa the Presh Fond
regtaurant (closed), cont,'ing along &
ingide = fence on the S side of Hgwy.
#50, After crossing a cresk, we cont.
along the paved frontage rd. to the 2m
turnoff to the L{N). Cross Hgwy.#50
here (.8m)} & cont, on the N side of
Hgwy.#50 along Peavine Ridge Rd. to the
little store, bar, & picnic area at
Pacific House {(camping at the discretion
of the owners)(.#m?. Now we descend
eteeply down Feavine Ridge Rd. %o an
old bridge spanning the gorge over the
American River {3,047') & climb via two
switchbackas on Brockless Teoll Rd. to
where a trall (the old Pony Exprees
routs) forks to the R{SE)(l.2m)(3,220*)
(approx, 800 ft. past the 2nd switche
back), Take thie trail gradually uphill
until reaching White Meadows Rd., an
improved dirt rd, {(3,540'). A lerge
fire burned the slopes across from us to
the $ of the American River Valley, &
the forest 1s only bteginning to recover.
Turn R{N=-NE) on thias rd,, passing a
spring (*Short Place” on the topo quad},
then traverse above the American River
canyon before descending elightly into
Twenty-Five [ile Canyon & a Jet, with
the Ice House Rd, (3,640'), Turn R(SW)
on thie graded F.S. Rd. & switchback
down across the stream in Twenty-Five
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Mile Canyon & cont, descendi to Hgwy.
#50 at Riverton (4.4m)(3,231°'), an old
Pony Express station. Start ascending
L(NE} on a faint rd, which has become a
trall (about 8ft, wide) to the N of Hgwy.
#50., Small pine & cedar trees have begun
to reclaim this stretch, growing between
the wheel ruts, Soon it becomes a 10-12
ft, wide asphalt rd. for about 800 yards,
then we fork R(E) off of the blacktop
onto a dirt jeep trail again, Cont. on
this, the old Pony Exprees route, avold-
ing a branch to the L after a few hun-
dred yards. The trail becomes overgrown
with trees, & closely parallels Ice House
Rd, on our L{(N). After climbing a hill,
we pass just to the R(S) of an old water
trough, then arrive at Clsveland Corral
Rec, Center {drinking fountain, toilets,
plenic area)(1,.6m)(4,000).

The trail beyond here is difficult
to follow, but ils marked by numerous
numbered wooden stakes, Stay to the R(S)
of Ice Houme Rd., walk along it at one
point for 50 yards, then descend to the
R(downhill) on trail again to a stiream
crossing in Cox Canyon (can be difficult
to cross in early season). Now we climbd
up to Weber Mill Rd, (.5m)(4,200') & walk
along this graded dirt rd. for 7.3m,
avoiding leaser jeep rd.'s branching R &
L {(&,740'), to Hgwy.#50 once agaln
(3,960"). Cont. L(NE) on the N side of
the hgwy. on an old dirt rd., to a point
oponosite"Wildwood way" at Silverfork.
Cross the American River here on a bridge
& turn L at the Collin‘'e home, proceeding
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Until another route is found, hikeras will
have to bear the brunt of the blacktop.
Finally, after 7.3m, we reach our turnoff
just before the road crossee the Sllver
Fork on the Fitch Rantz Bridge (5,580'),
Turn L(E), passing through a car-camping
area, & reach the trailhead where a large
boulder bars further vehicular traffic
(except motorcycles & other 2wd bikes).
Walk up a somewhat rocky trall through
cedar, pine, & cccasional fir tc where a
sign indicates our trail veers R(E){1.2m)
(5,944*), Crossing over Caples Cr, on a
large log, then following the stream to
the R(S«SW) through a flat area, we now
begin climbing eteeply up through a small
orge, negotiating some switchbacks, &
@level off in Porgotten Flat in dense
edar/pine woods, We now come to another
gigned trail jet., where a trall forks S
across the Sllver Fork to Sherman Canyon
Rd, {1,2m)(6,250')., Cont, straight (E)
up the flat valley floor, then begln
elimbing up the N side of the valley, via
occanaional switchbacks, & level off temp=
orarily on top of the ridge. Shortly we
come to snother trail jet. {(1.4m)(6,800%),
The L fork descends down to Caples Cr.
but we bear R(E) towards Silver ILake.
Abrubtly the trail begina climbing up the
ridge, now on our R(S). The treadway is
very stesp, rough, & eroded hers from
use by stock & motorbikes., We level off
momentarily, pick up a 4wd jeep rd., &
ascend steeply once more up the S slde of
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up the hill to the R. When we come to
an old logging rd., turn L(NE) & pro-
ceed through the Bodwell property {(re-
spect all private property here) above
the American River. Soon we hit black-
top at Redwood Rd. & follow this road
past cabins to the paved Sllverfork Rd.
(1,6m){4,100')., Kyburz is .3m L(SE}
acrose the American River with a P.O,.,
motel, restaurant, service station, &
Pony Express Stop.

Here we are presented with a
cholice of routes. The HikaState route
followed by HikaNation in 1980 pro-
ceeded to crose the Sierra crest by
closely paralleling or following Hgwy.'e
50, 89, & BB over Echo Summit & ILuther
Pass, These roade, particularly Hgwy.
#50, are heavily travelled & even a
paraliel route would inevitably be with-
in earshot of automobile traffic,
Therefore, in order to find a more re-
mote & wild route, I scouted a new Toute
in the summer of 1981 which offers a
lot of promise & I will prasent as the
primary route. I wlll then describe
the HikaState alternative,

We mow head up the Silverfork Rd.,
turning R onto it & ascending teo a
saddle (1.im)(%,780*), The road here
was used as a fire-line to contain the
large fire mentioned earlier. Trees on
the SW side of the road were scorched
but trees on the NE side were saved,

We now drop doewn into the Silver Fork
(American River) valley, then climb
gradually up it on this blacktop rd..
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the ridge, eventually levelling off in
fir/Lodgepole Pine woods atep the ridge.
Follow the winding jeep rd., with oc-
casional viewe of the Crystal Range to
our N, as it winds gradually upward,

In early season {May, sometimes into
early June) there may be a few enow-
patches etill on the ground here. Even-
tually we reach the old (still paved)
former route of Hgwy.#88 (the old
Emigrant Route). Here we also ponder a
choice of routes, If you are likely to
encounter a heavy snowpack early in the
season (through late May or early June,
in moat years), & are unprepared for
travel over occaslional snowpack, you
may want to consider croseing the Sierra
crest on 5t, Hgwy.#88, an all-weather
hgwy, which is vliowed during the winter
to allow ski resort access,

If you chose the above rcute, turn
L{NE) & in .3m reach Hgwy.#88. Turn L
{NE} & follow this moderately busy road
up over Carson Spur (7,980")(beautiful
views N of the American River Valley &
the peaks in the Crystal Range Ifrom
hera) to the resort of Kirkwood (2.8m)
{7.682'), where there is a small cafe,
Cont, E peet the Caples lake Dam along
the N shore of this lake, then climb
gradually up to the Sierra crest at
Carson Pass (5.2m)}{8,590'), There ig a
F.S. info, station here {seascnal) ae
well as two historical monuments (to
Kit Carson & Snowshoe Thompson, both
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early explorers & guides in this region).
The Pacific Crest Nat'l Scenic Trail
passes through here & it is alec one of
the major trailheads for trips into the
Mokelumne Wilderness Area, Just E of the
pass, bear R(SE)} onto a paved spur rd.
1eading to a gravesite. Cont. down old
Hewy.#88, now a jeep rd, wilth still
crumbling pavement (if this is etill
snowbound, Tollow the new hgwy. Bround
the N side of Red Lake to where the old
rd., rejoins it near Red Lake's outlet,
2.1m), 1,5m to where it rejoins the new
hgwy. (7,800'}).

area., OClimd gradually through spruc&7Tir
& occasionally Aspen ireee over & saddle
(8,000') & descend to ecross Forestdale
Ccr. (7,930'), beyond which we ascend &
short distance to a jeep trall forking
L(E)}, where the main route rejoins.

For those prepared to hike on snow
or thoee hiking in summer or early/mid
fall, & highly scenic route past Silver
Lake & through the NE corner of the
Mokelumne Wilderness awaite you. Ale-
though somewhat of a roller coaster rlde,
the steepest stretch is downhill on S«
facing slopes, which should be mostly
snow-free by late May in most years.

Turn R(SW) on the old Emigrant Route,

the pavement mostly atill Intact, ewlich-
ing atrubtly back to the L{SE) & descend-
ing through fir & Aepen woods past iwo
creeklets to where we merge with St.
Hgwy.#88, Walk R(SE) alorng this hgwy.
for 500 ymrds to our trailhead on the L
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facing slopes, though at a high elevation,

ghould be mostly free of snow by June in
most years. We switchback down, entering
an open fir/Limber Pine forest & come to
another jet.. Bear L(E) here,{the R fork
ascends to Squaw Ridge & cont.'s along it
SW), econt,'ing a moderately steep descent
through this hanging valley. We discover
why it "hange" when we reach ite rim,
where the glacier which cut Summit City
Canyon below us sheered off our valley.
We begin descending more steeply here on
warm (hot in summer), S-faclng slopes
covered thickly with Manzanita bushes,
with occasional Pondercsa Pines here &
there, Snow shouldn't be a problem here
at all after early May. Flnally, efter s
2,360 ft. elevation drop, we reach the
canyon floor & a trail ;ct. {2.7m}
(6,B60'), We turn L{NE} up-canyon here,
towards the Blue lakes & Sierra divide.
The canyon is deep & steep-walled here,
making for magnificent scenery. Before
long, we begin to notice the sometimes
catastrophic effecte which early apring
avalanches can have, We can ses holes in
the ground where large irees have been
slammed over, uprooted, & carried some
distance by the sheer force of the ava-
lanche, The heavy snows in the winters
of 81*'-82* & 82°-83' have caused the bulk
of the damage., The S-facing slopes to
our L below Round Top (10,381') which are
exposed to the warm, intenss rays of the
sun, are the main culprit. In places,

Here we bear R({S) ontg
a jeep rd. jeading to the Blue Lakes(are )
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(E) at the bottom of the hill (1.3m}
(7,100"), Sllver lake & its sttendant
resort bldg.'s & cabins ig .7m further
along the hgwy.-food & film can be pur-
chased here in limited quantitles.

We now begin climbing through a
beautiful, virgin stand of Red Flr on a
wide, well maintained trajil., Recent
volcanic activity (in geologic terms)
is very evident as we wind past huge
pinnacles & blocks of conglomerate
scattered on all eides, Our trail
steepens aa we ¢limb up through some
rather large Red Fir trees before
breaking out into alpine meadews on the
S slopes of Thimble Pk.{9,805°'), the
volcanie sgires above us on our L{N}.
After walking up & down some minor
humps (good views back towards Silver
Lake here), we cont, through open
meadows where corn lilies grow in pro-
fugiien after the snows have melted.

Snow patchee sometimes last through

July here. We gradually bend SE & climb
up to the creet of Squaw Ridge & a trail
jet. (5m}(9,220'), Although not the
actual Sierra crest, this is the highest
point we will reach in our crossing of
the Sierra Nevada. ©Snow patches nor-
mally remain on the N =zide of the pass
here untll well intc July, sometimes
even August, & the sign on top may still
be buried, We want to head due S, sn-
tering the Mokelumne Wilderness (permit
required 1f staying overnight within the
wilderness) here & descend via Horse
Canyon to Summit City Cr., These 5-
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the forest has been decimated & the
trail has virtually disappeared under
the rubble of fallen trees, but can be
picked up again on the far side with a
little searching. Hopefully the trail
will either be clearsd of or rerouted
around the many blowdowns in the near
future, Just after passing a trall on
our L(N) going to Fourth-of-July Lake,
we reach a major trail jet. (2.
(7,450%*), The trail to the R(E) cont.'s
up the canyon floor, then climbs 5 over
a saddle to Upper Elue Lake (2.8m). We
take the L(NE) fork, which begins climb-
ing the S-facing slopes to our L(N)} %o-
wards Forestdale Divide & the Sierra
crest. We leave tha Mokelumne Wilder-
nese {signed), & after ascending through
dense woods past one last avalanche-
stricken ares, we climb above timberline,
occasionally switchbacking, & eventually
reach the Pacific Crest Trail on the
crest of the Sierra’'s, The last §m of
this ascent may be on snow in early
season. Just past the PCT jet., we
reach Forestdale Divide & the watershed
divide {2.5m){8,900%')}. There is a sign
here, which may a8till be under enow In
sariy seasony we are entering Tolysbe
N.P. & we pick up a jeep rd. (4wd),
bearing L{N) onto it. Descend N along
this rd., closed to traffic by snow 8-9
monthe out of the year. The views N of
Hope Yalley & the Carscn Range (Freel
Pk, } are expansive., Lake Tahoe is just
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on the other (N) side of this range. We
deacend below timberline again & reach a
jet. just shy of Porestdale Cr., where
our alternate, early season route rejoins
(1.4m)(7,950°}.

Bear R(E) here on a 2wd Jesp trail
& descend along it, staying S of Forest-
dale Cr. in the valley to our L{(N). We
cross humerous tributary streams, but
muet exercise caution in drinking the
water since cattle grate here 4=5 months
out of the year, as can be seen by the
cow-paddies & trampled nature of the ve-
getation, We cross successively larger
meadows & eventually come to the expan-
give ones in PFaith Valley (7,500'), In=-
stead of following our jeep trall around
to the N across the valley, we can save
time by cont.’ing E cross-country to the
paved Blue Lakes Rd. (2.5m}(7,600'),
Turn R{S) uphill & ascend this rd. .fm to
a saddle & trail jet, (7,860'). The
views of the Sierra high country here are
extensive. Our trail sign reads "Charity
Yalley" & we turn L{NE) onto it, We
parallel Charity Yallsy below us on our
R(S} on S-facing, usually snow-free
slopes, then descend down to it & & trail
jet, by burbling Charity Valley Cr..
Bear L(NE) downstream & follew this trail
E through Charity Valley , usually stay-
ing in the woods on the meadows edge.
There are quite a few Quaking Aspen in
this valley, a tree which does not form
pure stands in the Sierra Nevada like it
does on the high plateau's of southern
Utah & the Rockies of Colorado, There
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the creek again & following the N bank
down through FPonderosa wooda. After
3.3m, we reach the town of Markleeville &
St. Rt.#89 (5,540'). Markleeville has a
P.0., cafe, store, saloon, & F,S5, ranger
station, enough to keep any hiker satis-
fied! Turn R{SE) on Hgwy.#89, rounding _
the N side of a ridge, then crossing the
E Fk., Cargon River on a bridge (called
"Hangman's Bridge®){l.4m)(5,494%'). Just
200 ft, past the bridge on the L(N) is -
our jeep trail, The route ahead to Ante-
lope Valley remains unscouted, so be es-
pecially careful in following this guide’s
directions. Por theose wishing to stay on
Hegwy.#89, elther to avold early season
snow or stick to a sure route, I will
describe an alternate route as well.

The primary routas turna L(N), fol-
lowing the jeed trail .15m to a fork,
where we bear R{E) uphill, Ascend stsep-
ly through pine woods to a saddle, then
climb open slopes NE, reentering Tolyabe
N.F.,, Eventually we level off & come to
& jeep trall jct. just past a draw (2.4m).
The trail cont.'ing straight (N} stays
level but we turn R(SE) & climb over a
ridge (7,580'), then ddscend slightly to
a jeep trail jet. (.Bm). Veer RfSE) =
cross the plateau, paying particularly
cloge attention to the mileages & direc-
tions listed here since there 18 a con-
fusing amount of dirt roads & tracks on
this plateau. After veeri NE, we reach
another fork (.5m) & bear R{E}, ignoring
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nas been mmple beaver activity here, as
evidenced by the many Aspen stumps.
After passing a beautiful tarn reflect-
ing Markleeville Pk. {the prominent peak
t0 our R across the valley), we descend
ntesply on a rocky, switchbacked irail,
level off agaln along Charity Valley Cr.,
then croes Hot Springs Cr. & arrive at a
trail jct. (4m)(7,220')., The trail to
the L{W) follows Hot Springs Cr. 1.fm to
Burnside Lake. Cont. R(E) & begin a
switchbacking deecent across dry, man-
zanita-clothed Smfacing slopes into Hot
Springs Valley. After a while we level
off in a beautiful climax cedar/pine
forest & cont. descending to the flat,
forested vallesy floor. Now in a pure
Ponderocsa FPine stand, we anter Grover
Hot Springs St. Pk., which protects &
manages & hot springs facillty. A swim-
ming pool/locker room bldg. has been
built to accomodate the flood of visi-
tors which come to bathe heres year-round,
After skirting the expansive meadow to
the N, we pick up a park road & reach
the paved cpgd, loop road. Two largs
cpgd.'s with eltes & comfort statlons
(showers!) are just L(E) of us here,

You must regiester & pay a fee at the
park entrance station first, however,
Cont, S across Hot Spring's Cr. & arrive
at the entrance station {m}(5,840').
The hot springs are ,4m down the paved
road to the R{W).

After we have had our fill of hot,
sulfur-water bathing, procesd E down the
park access road on blacktop, crossing
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a trail branching 5 1,000 ft, further.
After veering NE again, we take another
R(E) fork (.4m) at the top of & Bmall
rise & our jeep trall becomes B jeep rd.
(1...-improvesg. The views from these
large, treeless, volcanic plateaus are
far-reaching; the snowcapped rangs to
the S5E ig the Sweetwater e, with
several peaks over 11,000' high., Des=
cand slightly inte Haypress Flat, a
large flat meadow, veering R(SE) past a
road coming in on the L(NE) & coming to
a Jeway jet. (+4m)(7,960'). Bear L
{E=KE) here for 1,200 ft., just N of a
wooded ridge, then turn L{N) & procesd
across Haypress Flat tc another fork
{.4m), Bear R(E) hers, cont,‘ing
through Haypress Flat past numerous
gprings (the water quality may be quest-
jonable) to another 3~way jet., (.5m)
(7,960*). Bear L(NE) 1,000 ft. to ano-
ther jeep rd. jet., turning R(SE} hare,
Our jeep rd. becomes a jesp trall & be-
gins descending off of the plateau into
Leviathan Canyon, vaseing a apring on
our L{NE). A huge mining operation has
digfigured the landscepe on the far
side of the canyon to the SE (the
leviathan Mine), mo don't trust the
water in this canyon. Eventually we
reach the mine's access road after de-
scending down along Leviathen Cr. a
short waya (2.4m). Descend L{N-NE) down
the canyon on this wlde dirt rd. for
1.km to a point directly opposite
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Mountalneer Cr.'s canyon mouth on the R
(W)(6,340'), . Cross Leviathan Cr. here
(if the eroseing is difficult, take the
road 1,000 ft. further to where it cross-
es, coming back up-canyon along a trail
to Mountaineer Cr.), & follow the trall
up along the N-bank of Mountalneer Cr..
We pass a cave on our L(N) after about a
mile & cont. up the canyon. After 3.6m
of steady climbing, we hit a jJeep rd.
just past a ridgecrest {7,300'). There
are excellent views from thie open summit
area, which i inside Nevada. Turn R(5)
& follow this dirt rd. back inte Calif.
along or near the abrubdt eastern escarp-
ment. Bear L(SE) at a fork (.8m) & cont.
along the rim with excellent views of
Topafr Lake below us & the Sweetwater
Mtns. to our S-3E, Eventually we gass a
gpring {Virgil Connell) on eur R(S) &
veer R(Nw), c¢limbing briefly up to St.
Rt.#89 (2.8m}(7,870').

Por those wishing to stay on Hgwy.
#89, I refer you back to the jet., just
beyond the "Hangman's Brildge" over the E
Fk. Carson River. Cont. along Hgwy.#89
up the E Fk. Carson River canyon to the
pite of Mt. Bullion, a road jct. {3.2m)
(5,720°)(5t. Rt.#¥ cont.'s S here).
Cont., L(E} on Hewy.#8%9 up Monltor Cr.,
peginning to climb more steeply. We pass
numerous old mines (this used to be a
very active mining area) before topring
out on Sagehen Flat & coming to Heenan
Lake (3.8m)(7,150"). Cont. N on Hgwy.#89
through Sagehen Flat, then bend E & begin
elimbing once more acrose open, volcanie
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Take Kyburz Drive to the L (across from
the Kybure Motel), procesed on this on the
N side of Hgwy.#50 to about 200 yards be-
fore its end (it ends on Hewy.#50), then
cut acrosg to the L about 200 yards 1o
Kyburz Dump Rd.. Proceed about 200 ft,
on thies to the Pony Express Trail (N of
Hewy.#50) £ cont, about 5.5m (an electric
cable, often at the surface of the growx,
helps one follow tha trail at several
places). At the stream with waterfalls
cross a new logging rd., climb up to a
trail & cont. to its end (marked by an
orange Tibbon}, then climb L about 200 fit.
to a new logging rd. (this stretch is
difficult & perhaps should not pe done
with heavy backpacks). Cont. on a
rd. to Wright's lLake Rd., down Wright's
Lake Rd. about 100 yards, then take a new
logging rd. to the L, Cont. on this to a
new bridge over a ecreek; then along a rd.
& bulldozer path, a former YCC trall down
to Hewy.#50 to cross a deep ravine, Hike
parallel to Hgwy.#50 on a new logging rd.
before returning to Hgwy.#50 & walking
along it a few hundred yards to two brown
ranger cabins (Pyramid Guard Station} on
the L, From the ranger cabina go para-
llel to Hgwy.#50 through areas of trees
{not a trail, but there are some yallow
ribbon markers) a few hundred yards to a
new logging rd. (one of the XP posats is
8till here}. Go along the new logging
rd. to the L about im, then bear R on a
trail {entrance marked by yellow ribbons}
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glopes to a high, open platesu & reach
Monitor Pase {(3.8m)(8,330*)., There is
an historic marker here. We deacend
gradually from here, entering Mono Co.
& rejoining the main route just before
beginning to descend steeply (i.9m)
(7,870},

Descend Hgwy.#89 as it switchbecks
dwwn into Slinkard Valley. Cont. de-
scending acroes this valliey, entering a
narrow canyon along Slinkard Cr. &
reaching U.5. Hgwy.#395 at a BLM Pire
Station (7.2m)(5,100'). Water can be
cbtained here, Topaz lake & a casino
{acrose the state line!) are 1im & 4m N
respectively,

We turn R(S) here & walk the
shoulder of busy Hgwy.#395 for Z.2m %o
a P.O. & store at Topaz, CA. Turn L
(SE) here .onto Topaz lane, crossing the
W Walker River & numerocua drainage
sloughs (canels) as we crose the broad
flate of Antelope Valley. After croes-
ing the last dralnage canal, we reach a
road branching L{(N-NE)(3.,1m). Take
this rd. 1.2m to the Nevada state line
just N of a hilleck called Round Mtn.,
exactly a mile above sea level (5,280')

I will now describe the HikeState
alternate route, which is the official
route adopted by the Northern Calif,
chapter of the American Hiking Socliety
{NorCal) for its annual HikaState hikes.
The description is taken verbatim from
the manuseript grcparod by Dr. Glenn
SeaWorg & Jeannie Harmon, We begin
where the routes diverged at Kyburz, Ca.
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& follow it until it comes out at Hgwy.
#50 to cross another ravine, Starting
at the XF post comthe stiream coming
down the ravine, pase over msoggy ground
& cont. on old road (asphalt stlll in
evidence) very close to Hgwy.#50 for
about #m. Skirting closs to Hgwy.#50,
pagg on the L a house with a painted
metal roof & built of unfinished cedar
{(with a red barn) about 100 yards to
another stream in & ravine. Crosa the
stream if possible., Alternatively go
down to Hgwy.#50,then immediately go
back up on the other side of the ravine.
Follow a rough, unmarked trail a couple
of hundred yards to another stream in a
ravine. Go down to Hegwy.#50 to pasa
the ravine, then head immedlately back
up the hill on & trail marked with
orange ribbona (look for ribbons showing
ing trail to L heading up the hill},
As usual this trail often follows along
the underground (near ground) telephone
cable. Continue on logging road. with
large Pine Plantation Test Plot on L.
(large pine trees planted in rows).
Take trail to L & cont. through Pine
Plantation, Cont, on trall, still
marked with yellow or orange ribbons
through #m of manzanita bushes & over
rocks, Last part of this trall section
was cut by Malcomb McFarland {"The
Malcomb McFarland Trall"). Cont. past
manzanita downhill to the L to {ans a
ravine, then cont, R out to trail



{marked with yellow or orange ribbons)
close to & parallel to Hgwy.#50. Cont.
on this to Strawberry (5,800'}., There is
a Pony Express Stop, lodge, store, gas
station, & an old autc display here.

Proceed S of Hgwy.#50 & the river,
After crossing to the S of the river on
a bridge a few hundred yards E of Stiraw-
berry Lodge, hike on the Pony Express
Trail {old Hgwy.#50) about lm, cross the
S Pk. of the American River st Slippery
Pord (this is & crossing that may be
difficult in esarly season) with the rem-
nanta of the old stone house to the L.
Yeer to the R up past a house to & pri-
vate road, follow the private road to
Hewy.#50, then follow Hgwy.#50 (there is
a path outslide the railing on the R side}
a short distance (.5m) to Camp Sacramsnto,
Alternatively, proceed from Strawberry
Lodge 2m along Hgwy.#50 to Camp Sacra=-
mento., Cont, 7m along Hegwy.#50 just
gshort of Echo Summit (7,392') to Little
Norway Resort {lodge, P.0,, store)
(7,300"), about 1lm bafore Echo Bummit.

If there ie not too much snow it is
pogaible to largely avoid Hgwy,#50 by
going from Strawberry Lodge to Fow Wow,
just 2m short of Little Nowway, ss fol-
lows. Proceed on the Pony Expreas Traill

'to the bend iIn the trail Jjust above
Slippery Ford. About 200 ft. beyond the
bend climb up the hill to the Camp Sacra-
mento=Lover's Leap Trail. Then go L{E)
on this trail to Camp Sacramento., Alter-
natively, in the snow, follow along &
gomewhat above the R bank of the river

road & proceed to the road's end (crosa-
ing Audrian Lake Cr, en route) to a point
opposite Little Norway resort.

From Little No way, proceed about
100 yarde E on Hgwy.#50, then pick up the
Pacific Crest Trail on the R(SE) & head
S along it about lm (or, alternatively,
take the PCT N of Hgwy.#50 about 100
yards, then head E on the Hawley Grade
trall & road, marked with blue, metallic
diamonds on trees), then proceed down
Hawley's Grade (starts about 100 yards
below the horgeshce bend in Hgwy.#50 or
at marker 6781 off to the R of #50)
about 2.im to Upper Truckee Rd. (6,550'),
then R(SE) across the Upper Truckee River
& up to 5t. Rt.#89 {(lm). 4An alternsate
route to this peint from Little Norway ie
aleng Echo Lake Rd., through Johnson Paas
(7,377*) & down some switchbacks to Hgwy.
#50. Crose the hgwy, & proceed on old
Hgwy.#50 down to Upper Truckee Rd,, turn-
ing R(S} & following this paved rd. to
St. Rt.#89 (thls route to be used when
Hawley's Grade is not passable tue to
snow or water runoff,) This adds 3Im,
Crose Hgwy.#89 & proceed on an old road
to the L(N) of Hgwy.#89 until it returns
to Hgwy.#89 at Grass Lake Cr.,. Proceed
along Hgwy.#89 or a dim trail to the R(S)
of Hgwy.#89, past Grass Lake to Luther
Pasg8 (7,740°) & into Alpine Co.., Cont.
along #B9 {or the old road to the R
of Hgwy.#89) to Pickett's Junction {the
Jjet. with Hgwy.#88 in Tolyabe N. F.i

to Camp Sacramento, Total distance to
Camp Sacramsnte is about 2m. An alter-
nate route to Camp Sacramento is to go
up Strawberry Canyon, then take the
trail up to the top of Lover's Leap &
cont. on the Camp Sacramento-Lover's
Leap Trall (mdding 2m & an extra 1,000°'
e¢limb). If there is not too much snow,
stay on the R{S) side of the S Fk.,
American River by welking along a road
about 4m, then cross Sayles Canyon Cr.
{(could be difficult in early seamon) to
Sayles Canyon Traci. Alternatlvely,
cross the river on the bridge at Camp
Sacramento, procead along Hewy.#50, than
crosa back over the river on a bridge
to reach Sayles Canyon Tract., Cont. on
a road (old Pony Express Trail) about
4m, then a trail about 4m, a logging rd.
about $m to Bryan Cr. Tract, then about
#m on a road through Bryan Cr. Tract.
Cont, about $m on a trail across the
0ld Edelweiss Ski Area, past an old
wooden platform that used to contain a
snow avalanche gun, then about 1m on a
road through the old Sierra Ski Ranch &
Alder Cr. Tract, then cross bridge over
the S Fk., American River & proceed
about 100 yarde along Hegwy.#50 to Pow
Wow, which hae been destroyed by fire,
Cont. 'ing from Pow Wow to Little
Norwey, S of Hgwy.#50, go parallel to &
near the river, climb a hill, then pro-
ceed along the 5 side of Derringer
{Audrian) Meadow Flata, go past the
meadow 4m, then go 90° L on the micro-
wave & radio repeater station service
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the F.S. cpgd. here is closed to the
public}, then L on Hgwy.#88/89 about $m
to Sorenson's Resort (7,000'), where
there 18 & store & hot ghowers avaeile
able. Alternatively, starting about
«8m 5 of the Upper Truckee Rd,/Hewy.#89
Jjet.{Just E of Big Meadow Cr,), it
might be possible (in the summer) to
hike on a trail to Big Mdadow, then on
to Scott's lake (passing to the S of
Waterhouse Pk,). Cont. on a jeep rd.
to Hgwy.#88, then L{generally E) on St,
Rt.#88 to Sorenson's Resort.

From here, cont, along the rocad &
trail to the L of Hgwy.#88 & the river
to a point Jjust beyond Hope Valley
s#tore, then back 100 yarde & across
Hegwy.#88 to Hope Valley store. Then
follow the old hgwy. to the R of Hgwy,
#68, past a trailer housing, & walk a
short stretch of trail before climbing
back up to Hewy.#8B8. Follow it about
100 yards before cont,‘'ing on the R
through Shoe Springe Cpgd. & a little
beyond, Then go back up to Hgwy.#88,
follow it 4m, & cross to the L side of
the hgwy., now following the old hgwy.
& trail (along STPUD sewer line); here
we cross two etreame (necessary to go
up to Hgwy,.#B8 in the spring). We now
cover a 1m stretch where 1t is possible
to go most of the way on portlons of
the old hgwy, & trail to the L of Hgwy.
#88, Alternatively we can walk slong
Hegwy.#88. We now hike through the
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Crystal Springs cpgd. to the R of Hgwy.
#88 & cont. beyond this along a trail.
After a short distance, climb back up to
Hgwy.#88, follow it for 100 yards, then
follow a trail & the P Express Trail
Road to t he L of ngy?;ga to Woodfords
Station., DProcesed on Hgwy.#88 about im
to Carson River Rd., (on the R), cont,'ing
on this rd, past the entrance to Ace
Hereford Ranch nearly to Hgwy.#88. Now
jog R 100 yarda on a paved rd,, then L on
a dirt rd. (W Fk, of Carson River ie on
the R) to a gate on the R made of green
iron bars. Enter through the gate about
im to the bank of the W Fk., Carson River
to a grove of Jeffrey Pines & Cottorwoods,
where a camp could be made (about Jgm
from Woodfords, 8fm from Sorenson’s)
water from river available).

Cont, N on the dirt rd. about im,
cont, 'ing straight ahead on Dressler
Path where the road turns L, & enter
Nevada {2m). After ancther mile turn R
on paved Dressler Lane, cont. to Dressler
Ranch & the bridge across the W Fk.,
Carson River. Proceed a few hundred
yards to a dirt road, turning L down this
road about a mile, then cont.'ing on
the R fork on a diet rd. (avoid elds
roads to the L & R) to a gate made of
green iron bars, Go through this gate
down a rough d4irt rd,, past a yellow
hougse on the L, to the Washoe Reservation
Cpgd, at the E Fk. of the Carson River,
with U.S. Hewy.#395 just beyond the ford
over the river {could be a difficult
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crossing in early season)}. To get back
to the primary route, follow Hgwy.#395
;gprox. 19m 5 to the Jet. with St. Rt.

9.



IT=-NEVADA
A-California St. Line te Mina

This section takes us just N #f the
Swestwater Range in Toiyabe N.F. mnd then
scross the southern part of the Wassuck
Range, a2lsc in Tolyabe N.F. befere giving
us a preview of what most of Nevada will
be like: dry & desolate valleys betwesn
Pinyen/Juniper clud mountain ranges of
very 1ittle-width,

At the state line en Risue Canyen
Rd., preceed NE, than SE up inte Risue
Canyen, Pass the firet of twe eprings in
this canysn, which upen cleser inspectien
we pass up fer the sescend ene. Cent. up-
canysn, passing seme cabins en the L(NE
befere arriving in Uvper Risue- Canyen
Meadew (5,5m){6,800'). This iz a gesd
campeite with geed spring-water, Cent,
ascending E in m mature Pinysn ferest te
the tep of the pass (im)}(7,200') in the
Wellingten Rills. Descend ¥ threugh =
tleared sres, with Desert Cr. Peak ferming
an impressive backdrep, After 2m of dewn-
hill walking, we reach Desert Cr., & year-
reund stream emanating frsm the Sweatwater
¥ina, te sur $ (6,650'). Turn R{5) at the
fead jet. & ascend aleng Desert Cr, fer
1.8m, with geed views of PBast Sister, the
nerihermmest peak in the Sweetwater Range,
toewering cenelike ahead of us. We new
creoss the creek & ascend a draw te a bread
platesu en the watsrshed divide {.9m)
(7,300}, After cressing the wide expanse
of sagebrush-clad plateau, we descend 3.4im

a well-graded dirt rd., we ceme te a T
Jet. ot » mite-culled "Fletcher"™ en the
map (1.3m) & turn L(NE)(6,089'). After
3%, we can see 0 jeep rd. brenching off ts
the R(E}, & Tellew 1t .%m te ¥ud Spring,
a cattle  treugh with geed water pipad .
A camrp ceuld be made hers {6,480'), Cent,
E te a T jet.{.%m), turning L(N). Cent.
NE, then E up the S side of Mud Spring
Canysn, an arreys, climbing gradually,
Ignere all reads ferking ¢ff te the R(S)
after sur jct. with the new spur rd. cen-
necting with the-Iucky Bey Pass Rd.. Cent.
E threugh the valley, climbing gradually
te the base eof the Waassuck Mtn. Range,
where we begzin te climb mere steeply vie
switchbacks in a Finyen ferest., ®ventually
we level off at the pass, with geed views
E beck te the Sweetwatsr Ranges & W.gut
the wastes of the Great Basix 48,3789
om F lefty pérch, Wi itch-
ba steeply dewn threugh = Pinyen/juniper
foreet sn the emstern slepes te Pawell
Canyen, which we fellew sut te paved St,
Rt.#359 in Whisky Plat (7m)(6,023°).
Hawtherne, Nev., with all services, is 17m
N en this hgwy, Our last water seurce _
befere the dry assctien smhead (there is Hz0
3m eff-reute &.5m ahend) im at » spring
in Pewell Canyen.

Frem the hgwy., cent. E acress the
leng, flat expanse ef Whiaskey Flmt, Three
quarters of sur reute acress Nevada will
be threugh basins such as this ene, in
what is classified se a high dessrt, Evee

threugh Pinyen ferest ts the Gulch
Svring area, where a camp ceuld be made
bteside this spring ef dubleus quality
(the spring is eff te the L(N-NE) a
esuple hundred yards en a jeep trail)
which alse serves as a watering hele for
cattle. Cent, mnether 1.6m te St.Rt,
#338, a blacktep hgwy. Wellingten, Nev,
is 16w L(N) sleng the hgwy., with a P.0.
& stere.,

Cent. R(S) aleng the hgwy. acreas
the large, flat besin called Swestwater
Flat, with the majeatic enewclad Sweat-
water Range ferming an impressive back-
drep. After passing the Swestwater
Ranch en sur R(W), we descend aleng
Sweetwater Cr, & reach a read jct, (Sm)
(5,900'), We leave the hgwy, here
(Bridgepert, CA 1s 14,5m S mleng this
hgwy., with mest servicea}, turning L
(SE) ents a graded dirt resd. After
paseing the aite of the former Cenway
Stage Statien, we cress the East Walker
River en m bridge & cent, ¥, staying S
of the river en higher greund. The land-
acape arsund us is very stark and dese-
late, We descend dewn te the river
agalin at a bend in the river called *"Fhe
Blbew® {&m)(5,625'), then lesve it fer
geed as we head SE, After ascending
gradually ever a sheulder (6,040°), we
drep almest imperceptively inte a large,
sage-clad valley & cress Reugh Cr, near
Ninemile Ranch (6.4m)(5,920'), Next we
cema te Bedie Cr.(1.4m), which can be a
diffieult ferd in the late sapring &
early summer. After cressing St.Rt.#3A,
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tually we ascend SE threugh a narrewing
draw just N ef the Excelsier Mtns. te
Rattleanske Well (6,5m)(6,003'})., This
was bene dry in May,1980 but may be pump-
ing agnin when you pass it, Don't de-

pend on it! (3m 5 is it Spring, with
good water if you're (@eperata). Take
the L(E) fork here thro ttlesnake

Plat, climbing gradumlly to = pass (4m)
(6,580'), with Juniper trees scattered
about., Descend graduslly through Rattle
enake Canyon down into Garfield Plat, a
dried up lake bed, After coming out of
the canyon we reach a jct,(5.4m)(5,643%),
bearing R(E) onto a dirt track & staying
on the S side of the lake bed, After
4.2m of level walking across this flat,
we reach a Jet. just N of the aite of
Garfield ¥ill & Spring, which are about
«6m S up the canyon. Cont, NE on a bet=
ter road 3.7m to the saddle on the di-
vide (5,800'), then follow this road NE,
then SE through mnother flat basin before
descending down through narrow Douglas
Canyon & out into broad, expansive Soda
Spring Valley. After 7m we coma to U.S.
Hgwy.#95 & the town of Wins, the end of
this section (4,600'). This old, dying
mining town has a store, motel, bar, &
P.0. but it mey not be on the map much
longer unless the vrice of ore goes up in
the near future. %The Pilot Mtna, loom
over 4,000' above us to the E-SE here,



PBMirm, Nev, to U,S. Hg'y.#ﬁ

This section takes usm through the
Pilot Mins,, across a vast, dry baain
broken only by low-lying hille, to St.
Hegwy.#376 & the mining town of ¥anhattan.
Then we cross three min. ranges, seperated
by two wide valleys, before coming to V.S,
Hgwy . #6 bm NE of the town of Warm Springe.

Prom Fina, walk N along U.S.Hegwy.#95
in Sods Sovring Valley ,7m, turning R(NE)
onto an improved dirt rd.. After 3,6m, we
reach a fork in the road. The 1980 Hike=
Nation route cont'd etraight & bypassed
the Pilot Mtns, to the N, but I have rg-
routed us through these mins. for better
scenery, more views, & variety (5,000'}.
Take the jeep rd. headed R(SE) up Cinnabar
Canyon. After 4.8m of steady climbing, we
pase Rozdeide Spring on our R(6,280'), 1In
another 1.6m, we come toc a jct.16,900').
Cont, up Cinnabar Canyon by taking the 1L

E) fork. We pass Cinnabsr Spring (.4m)
7,450'), which should have good drinking
water, & climb steeply up to a jet. in a
saddle {.8m)(8,000*). Take the naim rd,
R(E) up to a ridge (8,060%), with good
views of the high country mround us. Take
the L(SE) fork down to mnother broad
ssddle {.4m). Here we turn R{S) & begin
a steep descent down out of the Pilot
Mtne., through the Pinyon tree belt to a
jet., (3.5m)%6.720'). Here we bear L(SE)

& descend 1,.4m down an arroyo, cont.
straight (SE) at another jet., climbing
E, then descending N to a third jct.(.9m)
(6,200'), Troy Spring, the laet reliable
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'we bear R(E) at a jct.(2.4m). Cromss the
long, barren Cirac Valley {5,570'), cont’-
ing etraight(E) meross the ocne romd jet.,
thern ascend into the Royston Hille to a-
nother saddle {6,4m){6,000%'), There are
good views NE of the Tolyabe Range from
this location. Now we descend gradually
to St.Rt.#59, » well-graded dirt road in
Big Smokey Valley (3.Im)(5,246')., Fick up
a faint track on the opposite-gide of the
road & follow it B, oicking up a jeep rd.
on the-other side of the wash, Pollow
this jeep rd. across the valley to a jet,
A5m)(5,212"). Cont; wtraight(E), vicking
up ® better road, After mnother 6.7m of
almost level walking, we reach snother
jet, (5,338'), just W of San Antonic Ranch
& N of some aand dunes, Cont. B, then NE
on this rond 3m, then turn R(E)} onto a
jeep rd. & take 1t straight, ignoring
branching roads, for 1.,6m to where it
curves NZ. Cont, straight up s jeep
trail, croseing some power lines, & cont'-
ing T to paved St.Rt.#376 (2,4m)(6,100').
Cross it & cont., B on n jeep rd,, enteri
Tolyabe N.F., & arriving st s Y Jet,{1.§
(6,550*), Willow Spring im .2m S of hare,
our first watering hole since leaving the
Pllot Mtnw,. Turn L{N), Tollowing a jeep
rd. along the Wern flanks of the Toguima
Range on national forest lands, Bear R(E)
ata Y ;ct. & arrive at a T jet.(2.4m)
(6,470'}. Turn L{NE) & traverse N around
egoms hills, After 1.2m, lock for a jeep
trall cutting off to the R{NE) just before

source of watar for a couple of days, ls
+2m N of thia jct,, It would be advis-
able to carry atleast 3 gallons of water
over thlis next atreteh, since there are
virtually no natural water supplies, If
the wenther is hot, carry more. After
tenking up, turn R{E) downhill & drop
steeply .Zm then ascend steaply N to a
saddle (, m5(6.340'). We are walking on
mining claim accems roade & the mining
activity should be easy to spot, Bear
R(E) steeply downhill just past the
saddle & deacend to an improved dirt rda.
in Kibby Flat, a large, vast dry lske
bed {2.km)(5,292°)., Turn L{N) to the
old Dunham Mill site (1.7m) & then
atrike out cross-country in an E-NE
direction., The use of map & compass
here is particularly important, Bince
otherwise one might get disoriented
while off the beaten track, i.e.-"bushe
whacking”, Stay N of the dry lake bed
until we intersect a jeep rd, heading
RE after 2.7m.. You've gone tooc far if
you start elimbini again before hitting
this road, The high mtns. to the dis-
tant SW, usually snowcapped, are the
peaks of the White ¥tn. Range in Califon-
nia, which we have been catching glimpses
of gince Mlnm, Head NE & shortly reach
a Y, bearing L(NE), 1If you don't hit
thls ¥, you probably hit the road you're
on NE of the Y & need to bushwhack K to
the next jeep rd,, About 1.,7m NE of the
Y, we should cont, stralght through a
h-wa{ Jet.(5,506')., Cont. NE up to a
saddle In the Cedar Mtns.(5,943'), where
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a long descent, Take this NE, then E
past 2 Jct. with another Jeep trail, up
a ravine, then up a L(E) fork on some
eteep S-facing slopes to a ridgetop (1.8m)
7,040°), From here, descend N past old
Manhattan Gulch towards some tailing
plles, cross these, & follow m jeep rd.
along the N side of the tallings B to
St.Rt.#377 (2.4m)(6,6807), Pollow this
paved espur rd. R(E) into the small
mining town of Manhattan, with minimal
services (1.3m){7,000'),

FProm Manhattan, we follow the black-
top to lts end & cont. on the graded
dirt rd,, entering Toiymbe N.P,, Top
out at the saddle {2.2m)(7,660') & de-
scend Manhetten Wash into Ralston Valley
& naved St.Rt.#82 (4.6m)(6,414+4), paas-
ing Keller Spring just before reaching
the vallo{. The Belmont Courthouse Higt.
5t. Mon. is located s short distance N
of here, At this jet., bear L(E) at the
¥, croes the hgwy., & cont., ® up Hunts
Canyon. Stay on the main rd., which
enterg Tolysabe N.P. & steers N of Hunts
Canycn at & jet, (7.1m){6,838") one mile
rast Hunts Ranch., We now enter m narrow
er canyon & ascend & long valley to a
snddle (4,5m)(8,000') high in the
Monitor Range, After savoring the cool
air & Pinyon trees, we descend NE, then
SE through narrow MeCann Csnyon, which
widene as we descend. Several aprings
are passed on the § alde of the rosd (R)
& we pass the mite of old McCann Station
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before leaving Toiyabe N.P, & arriving at
a dirt road jeot. (6,6m)(6,445') in wide,
flat West Stone Cabin Valley. Takes a R
(SW) for .1m, then cont, L(SE) down thru
this large basin (6,100*'), After climb-
ing elightly, drop into Emst Stone Cabin-
Valley & arrive at a crossroads (9m)
(6,332'). Cont. mtraight(SE) on a Jeep
rd. of lenser guality & enter Xiln Canyon
& a Finyon/Juniper forest. Pass a road
forking off to the N & reach the head of
the canyon near some old charcoal kilns
(3.4m)(7,060'), MHere the jesep rd. turns
5amile-d § to some more kilns, ut we
turn L(NE) on a jeep trail & cont, up
Kiln Canyon to m saddle on the crest of
the Hot Creek Range (1.2m)(7,850°'), TFrom
here it's mll downhill along Tybo Or,
past Willow Spring (1.6m), some more char-
coal kilam (where we pick u? a jeep rd.),
& Tybo Springa to Tybo, a tiny settle-
ment (2.6m)(&,600'), From hers cent.
down Tybo Cr, on an improved dirt rd, out:
to Hot Cr. Valley & U.S.Hagwy.#6 (8.4m)
{5,218"), There is a test site with a
base camp located here, Turm R(S-SW) onto
this buey hzwy, & pound the pavement for
1.9m to = dirt rd. branching L({E-SE).

This is the end of the mection & the com-
munity of Warm Springe ie 7.7m further
along the hgwy., This small site owes itm
name to the hot, sulphurous water which
flows put of the ground here, It has been
diverted both into a private bath-house &
& swimming pool. The cne bldg, boaets a
P.0., cafe, & amall store, The mide trip
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L{E} here & cosmence crossing the axpan-
sive basin of Reilroad Valley, keeping an
eye out for dust devils, which capn blind
you on a windy dey. After 11.2m of al-
most level walking mcross this sage-clad
valley, we agcend gradually up mn alluvial
fan in an E-NE direction, pass a road
hesding due S, then in 3m reach m jeep rd.
Jet.(5,040'), Here we pause to consider
the first of three options that will got
us mcross the Quinn Canyon Range in Hume
boldt N.F.. If you sare in an adventurous
frame of mind and are prepared to do mome
rough bushwhacking in the high country,
then follow my first option, which I will
now describe. This route has not been
scouted, & although it follows F,5. trails
all the way, these have-not besn main-
tzined in recent yeara,

Turn R(SE) on this jeep rd., cross
another Jeep rd,, then curvs S-SE as we
ascend an alluvial fan towards the snow-
capped (except in late season) summite of
the Quinn Canyon Range. After 6.5m, ws
cont, straight(SE) where-a road veers off
to the R(S) & mlsc at ths cromsroada Jumt
beyond (5,900'), Soon we resch a switch-
back & enter Water Canyon & the Humboldt
R.P. Ascend the canyon heading ®-SE on
the Jesp rd. (Porest Rt.#416) until it
bende S, Just beyond this the cAnyon
forks & the road ends (4.5m)(7,200%).
cont, L(E) an PF,S, Trajil #037 (Water
Canyon) & ascend up into the high country.

We

ngur rldég & degscen
After m =teep climb during which we keep a then E down to Cherry Cr. Cped. along-

" the saddle to the N, Pork
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ie definately worthwhile, since Warm-
Springs is the only town for miles
around in this low-populmstion density
area, with the hot springs as an added
attraction,

C-U,5, Bgwy.#6 to Pioche, Nev,

To rejoin- the route if you went in
to Warm Springe, aimply follow St.Hgwy.#
375 B out of town. This next sectieon
will travefse two baeine, Hot Cr. Valley
& enormous Railroad Vallsy before we
come to its highlight, the high & mnjes-
tic Quinn Canyon Range. This imposing
ntn, range offers us several options; tre
one we choose will depend on how advent-
urous we are, Then we crosg s protracte
dr{ & lower stretch before crossing the
Brigtol-Kighland Range to the stili vi-
brant mining town of Picchs, Nevada,

O UiS.Hewy.#6 7.7nm NE of Ware
Sorings, turn L(E) ontc a jeep rd. which
leads to a windmill & & Y jet, (.9m).
Take the R(S) fork, then immediately
bear L(SE). Cont, mecross long (a)flat
Hot Cr, Valley to & jct, with another
jeep rd., just shy of St.ngy.#375 (ém) .
Turn L(E} here & proceed .7m to the
paved hewy, {5,145'), Pamsing Twin Spgs.
Ranch on our L(NE}, we walk along the
road 5.2m & reach Echo Canyon.Reservoir,
sn oasls surrounded by aridness, A camp
could be made here, but the water should
be treated. After mnother .7m, we reach
2 Jct.(5,026') with the Nysls Rd, Sear
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sharp lookout for the trail, we top out
on the crest of the Quinn Canyon Range
{m)(9,300'), with expansive views F
into Utah & W over the desolate Great
Basin, After catching our breath at
this loftieat point 0% the route mo fer,
we descend steeply via switchbacks (be
rrepared to do some scramblingethe trail
may be overgrown with Pinyon & Juniper
trees, which thrive in these mtna,) down
another canyon on the oprosite side of
of Cottenwood
Cr. (2.2‘)(?.600') & Jct. with F.5.
Trail #066. Turn L(N) upcanyon on this-
trail, ascending more ateeply as we gain
altitude, After a stesp 3m amcent, we
top out on the crest of the Quinn Canyon
Range once more (9,700'), just W of thig
range's highest peak (10,229*). If we
have the energy, the views from the Bsum-
mit would more than Justity scrambling
up it. Cont. along or near the crest of
this rugged range for the next 3.5m,
over exposed & smpargely wooded (Limber &
Whiteberk Pines) summits, with superb
views, to & saddle (9,350') & m trail
Jet.. We mmy encounter snow on this
crest route before mid-June. Now we de-
scend R(E), still on F.S., Trail Hoéé,
negotiating many switchbacks (or whats
laft of them) as we descend Pine Cr, to
F.5, Rd.#411 (3Im)(7,580°'). Turn L{E)
oento this jeep rd,, curving L(N) as we
ascend over a N-NE,
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gide always flowing Little Cherry Cr.
(2.8m)({6,700'). Thie im an excellent
campsnot with picnic tables, water, &
fire-pita. The water could be contamina-
ted, however, becamse cattle grare here
in the summer. Here our second alterna-
tive route comes in, which I will now dee-
cribe,

Cont, mnother 10,5m down the Nyala
Rd. (dirt) through Reilroad Valley's large
bmein. Just shy of the Nyala Ranch, we
reach s Y where a dirt road veers R(E).
Take this 7B to mnother jet. just beyond
Willow Cr. (may be dry in late summer &
fall}{%,900'), Turn R{due S) bare if you
would like to take a second alternative to
crossing the Quinn Cenyon Range, This
option also follows jeep tralls & tralle
through a vase before descending to Cherry
Or. Cpgd.. Some routefinding may still be
necessary, however, Climb into Willow Cr.
Canyon on this jeep rd., entering Humboldt
N.F. V¥hen the road enda at s point where
three streams merge, take the L(northern-
most) fork, heading E, then NE up over
faint trail to a saddle atithe crest of
the- Quinn Canyon Range (7m)(8,500°),.
After catching our breath & taking in the
vigta, cont, NE, then SE to a jet. with
the Hooper Canyon-Cherry Gr. Trail #064,
an old jeep trail which ie still in good
condition., After 4m, we resch Cherry Cr.
Cogd, after m steady descent along the
stream (Little Cherry Cr.) through Willow
& Cottonwood, Here we rejoin the first
alternate route,

For those who would rather play it
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Bear R(SE) here: onto a jeep rd., & cont,
straight for almost Bm meross this basin,
then curve R(S) for ,Bm before turning B
ngain, Be sure to fill up with & couple
of gallong of water gm Cherry Cr. smince
we have a long dry(siratchdahead. Pasms
through the Golden Cat® Range in s slough,
staying L(N} of the gtream & bear L(E-
NE) at a fork before coming to a 2Bd jet,
(3,5m)(5,100'). Bear R(E-NE) here & main-
tain a straieht as an arrow, E=NE'rly
course through the extensive basin of Coal
Valley (5,050'), gradually mscending all
the way to the top of Timber Min, Faas
(12.7) (6,100 ) (bear L 1w before the pass)
whare there are some corrals, but no H,0.
Coent, BE=NE down the other side, bearinf R
(B) after 2m, then L(NE) after .2wm, Cont,
a2ll the way down into the White River
Valley (there is no river here; just s dry
wash), coming to a ject. (3.4m){5,044'),
Turn R(SE) here & cont, J.7m to the White
River Well site, with 0ld pumping hard-
ware strewn about. You will see a hill
extending intoc the valley on the L(E} side
of the valley. #&m further, take the L({®}
fork & croses the valley to St.Hawy.#318,
which you can see coming into the valley
on the opposite side (.6m)(4,950')., Turn
R(5S) & walk along thi= wide, graded rosd
4.1m to m jeep trail branching L(E). If
you reach Rye Patch Reservolr (could be
dry) on the R, you have gons toc far.
Ascend thie jeep rd, up out of the White-
River Valley to a anddle (2.7m)(5,700%).
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safe & stick to well traveled dirt
roads, the third alternate is to follow
HikaNation's 1980 route over Cherry Cr.
Summit via F,S. Rd.#4l0,

Cont. NE on our graded dirt rd.

" another 4.,2m to a major jet. (4,869%).

Take the R(E) fork (the =ign reads
*Cherry Cr. Summit* & "Adaven”) & follow
*.5, RAd.#10 as it sscends E, then SE
up towsrds the Grant Range, The tall
peak on ocur L ia Troy Peak (11,298*'),
highest in the Quinn Canyon Division of
Humboldt N,F,. After passing a spur rd,
leading down into Ox Soring Wash, which
has a spring (0x Spring) surrounded by
Cottonwood trees, we degcend to Ox Spr
Cr, & enter Humboldt N.F. (7m)(6,100*).
Climdb eteadily S on this dirt rd, in s
Pinyon/Juniper forest, then negotiate a
few switchbacks before arriving at Chermy
Cr. Summit {5m)(7,500'), with eweeping
vigtas N & S. Now we deaceand to a jet.
with our two alternate routes) Cherry Cr,
Cpgd, is ,6m R(W) of hers (4m)(6,550°'),
Cont. downstream along Cherry Cr.,

» reaching meadows which are kept green

all summer leng by irrigation from the
year-round creek. We pase through the
dubious town of Adsven, named for a some-
what backwarda state, which consists of
s few ranch houses. The hills surround-
ing us in this green onzis are satudded
with Pinyon/Juniper, making the setting
very stypical of Nevada, We follow a
gmall eanyon above Cherry Cr. out into
barren Garden Vallay, leaving the Hum-
boldt & coming to & jet. (6:%(5.900').
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Descend E, then NE, bearing LgN!) at a
jet., to Coyote Sevring (2.7m)(5,220'),
the only water for miles around & the
tirst since leaving the Humboldt N.F..
Be sure to lemve this spring with
atleast 14 gallone of water since we may
not see sny more for two daye. We de-
part' on a road that heads E-NE, just to
the L(N) of the hill due E of the spring
At the first jet. (2,1m), turn R(S=-SE)
for 1,2m, then, where tha road banda R
(S), tushwhack SE sbout 3m until you hit
& jeep rd.. Take thie road L(E) about
‘28 to a jet. at BPullfrog Ree.(4,772*),
the lowpoint in Dry Lake Valley., Bear
L(S) on a jeep rd. that soon turns ¥ &
start climbing graddally towards the -
Bristol Range, ovmmaing N of Bleck Rock-
Knell, the hill ahead of us. After 3.9m,
at a Y jct. just NE of Black Rock Knoll,
bear R(E-SE} & cont. climbing, steeply
at times, into the hillg. Finally, afte
elimbing into the Pinyon/Juniper realm
again, we reach Stampede Gap (5m)(?,330
Descend S'ward Trom this peas .7m, then
teke the L(%) fork & cont. descending,
bvesring L(E) .Bm further, Descend g.jn
to = jet. with a paved romd {6,040'),
proceed straight acroms & cont., on a
well-graded dirt rosd, Pesr R(SE} ,Mm
further & reach an active mining oper-
ation=(im)(6,120%). Cont, straight on
rcross the paved mccesm rosd, picking up
n‘geep rd.. Th 1,4m we reach 0.8, Hgwy.
Turn R(SE) & walk 1.,2m into downe
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town Plocle, Neveda-a thriving mining
town with all mervices, This is also the
end of the section, where we can enjoy
some of life’s amenities, alot of which
wer haven't seen since sntering the state,

D-Pibche, Nev. to Beaver Dam Wash

This final msection in Nevada will
take us through Cathedral Gorge St, Px.,
a delicately carved amphitheater of won-
drous eroded forms. Then, after passing
through the town of Panaca, we will exit
the state vian Beaver Daz St. FPx. in a
scenlc canyon.

We leave Ploche on Hgwy:#93 btut whem
we reach the saddle just SE of town, bear
R(W) on = dirt rd... Climb to anothsr,
higher snddle on thim road, surroundad by
still active mines (1m}(6,500*), Demcend
S, then W, almoet immediately reaching a

ct, with a jesp rd, heading s(L)(.a-?.
hig road 3.2w S, then bear Rat a ¥
< &' reach a paved rd.{.5m)(5,400'),
Cont, straight acrosa on our jeep rd,,
bearing L{SE) after .Bm. Go straight
through the next croasroads, curving S(R)
& croesing a draw., Jusat before reaching
U,S. Hgwy,.#93 magain, bushwhack S along the
rim of Cathedral Gorge to Millers Point,
whare-a paved snur comes ocut tc an over-
look of Cathedral Gorfe St. Pk. (2.5m)
(5,000'), PFrom the rim of the overlook,
descand into the gorge on a trall, com
plete with steps, admiring mother nature's
handiwork in sculpturing these badlandas,
The trall comes opt mt the park's cpgd. &
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(6,100'). There ig sleo = F.S. sign wel-
coming us to the Dixie N.F..

If you electsd to take the unscouted
route through Beaver Dam St, Park, turn
R{S) on the rosd comprising the next
block E from the westernmost town street,
name unkown, Pollow this rosd S over the
*Little-Hogback® (a small ridge), then
through a valley, to where the romd turns
90° to the R(W)(2.6m), Just past thia,
benr L(S) onto m Jeep rd, & climd through
a aaddle in .the *Big Hogback", & larger
vidge, before descending to n jet. (1.8m)
{u.uso') in Miller Spring Wash, Turn L

SE) & agcend this wash asg cur jeep rd.
fades to a Jesp trail, After 3.3m, we
rdach a gorge coming in on the R{S) with
gome mines on the hill shead. Do !
turn R hare. Rather, cont, up Miller
Wash im further to Buckboard Wash, coming
in from the R(S} just before m spur ridge
jutting into Miller Wagh (5.380'3. Take
the: jeep trail going R(S) up ithis wash,
rmapeing Keel & Buckboard Springs & reach-
ing a saddle in the Plnyon/Juniper clad
Ceder Range (3.5m)}(6,200'), Cont. S on
the jeep trail, bearing L where another
trall goes down a wash & traversing the:
W'ern slopes of Mosey Min.. After des-
cending gradually, we reach a jet. with a
Jeep rd, (2.5m}(&6,240'), Turn L(S) & in
+8m reach another jct. with an improved,
graded dirt rd. (5,940°). Bear L(SE) &
descend graduslly to a jet. at the head
of Panaca Flmet (g.hm)(s,bQO') called
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ricnic ares, = ?ood_plnco to camp & ax.
plore the area {,7m){4,820°),

When ready to leave, follow the
access road (paved) S out of the park to
Hgwy.#93 (1.5m)(4,760'), Pollew this
main %\w. +9m 8, then turn L(E} on St,
Hgwy 319 & enter the town of Panaca,
with all services (Im)(4,738'). There
is also a swimming hole fed by spring
water on the outskirta of town. Here we
have a cholce of routes to wmull over,
The more scenic one via Beaver Dam St.
Fk, will get us off the pavement but am
of yet remains unscouted. The HikaNa- =
tion 1980 route follows paved & dirt
roads into Utah & goeg through less fn-
teresting scenery. I will dascride it
firat,

Cont. due B out of Panaca on St.Rt.
#319, We ascend steadily, sventeslly
entering Pinyon/Juniper woodland mgalh
& coming to a jet. with St.Rt.#75 (B.4m)
(6,100'?. a wide, graded dirt rd.. Turn
R(SE) here & macend gradually; with Dow
Mtn. on our R(W), to a saddle (3.2m)
{(6,614'), This whole area is coversd
with a thick Pinyon/Juniper forest, ex-
tending for wmiles acroes this upland
plateau. Now we make n gteady but gra-
dual descent to cleared Sheep Spring
Draw, mscend over a shallow saddle, &
arrive at the Union Pacific RR tracks at
Crestline, Nevada (7m)(5,981'). Cromss
over the tracks & cont. on Rt.#75 through
more Pinyon/Juniper woods, then through
cleared land to the Utah St. Line, where
we find a cattle guard & a sign (5.6n)
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“Crossrosds®, Bear L{NE) & croee Panaca
Plat, a woonded spur, & enter another
velley with RR tracks on the R(3) & come
to the tiny hamlet of Acoma (5.5m)(5,521")
Crose the RR tracks here, & cont. E on
the road to Beaver Dem St, Pk., After
4m (5,760'), mtart descending on wooded
slopes Into Beaver Dam Wash. mnter
Beaver Dam St, Pk. & core to the cpgd.
turnoff (2.2m)(5,260'). There is zood
camping here. Descend the road pmst the-
other cpgd, down to Beaver Dam Wash
round water){5,0807), Turn L(N) & mtart
ascending the wash, Before long you
will come to the confluence of Head-
waters Wash & Pine Fark Canyon (.85w)
{5,100"), Bear R(NE) & mscend Pine Park
Canyon. There is no trail, but following
the winding streambed shouldn't’ present
much of a problem. We leave the park &
arrive st the Nevada-Utah state line
(imeginary~thers is nothing to delin.
eate 1t here in the canyon (2.8m)(5,300).
We also enter Dixie N,F. here. See the
Utah route description for a continuation
of the route gulde,



I-UTAH
K-Rev,.~State Line-to Interstate #15

We enter Utsh on ome of two routes,
either the 1980-81 route plonesred by
the first HikaNation, or the suggested
alternste which has not been scouted., I
will describe the former first. Cont.

E along the well-graded dirt ro=d inte
Utah, where the road # changes to Utah
St. Rt.#120 and we enter Dixie N, F,.

The Pinyon-Juniper woodland on the pla-
teau here has been chained, a practice

of clearing the trees by drageing a chaln-

strung between two tractore scross the
ground. Although very destructive, this
practice has become the traditional way
8% opening up new land for grazing, snd
we - will find much evidence of it along
our route im Utah, We descend Crestline
Draw, just S of Pansca Ridge, then cro=s
s broad, flat bamin to = roed jet. (4.2m)
(5,954), Cont, straight- {E), picking up
8 blacktop surface, We pass a Dixie N,F.
sign on the L{(N) side of the road and
finally descend NE ocut of Dixie N,P, inte
Shoal Crsek Valley, bearing SE, After
pamsing numercus homes & renches & a
Emall reservoir on our L(N), we eventumsl-
ly come to the Veyo+Shoal Creek Rd. jct.
(9.6m){5,460%), Habrom, a mere place
name on the topo quad, is .4m € of here.
We turn R{S) here toward Lower & Upper
Enterpriss Reservoirs on snother blscktop
road. Enterprise, Utah, s small communi«
ty of mbout B0OO peoples with momt mervices
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werds ¥oody Wash, Veyo Volcmno,, B prom--—
inent-einder cone dead sheed of us, irm in
the foreground with the Pine Valley ¥tns,
providing a scenle backdrop. Finally we
demcend mteeply off the R(W) side of this
bench and rejoin the unscouted alternate
route 2t the Meody Wesh crossing, which
I will now describe. (#.5m)CH007).

For those who preferred & route with
less rosd walking and better mcenery, al-
beit =8 yet unecouted, you would be en-
tering Utah in Pine Fark Canyon just E of
Beaver Dam St, Fk,, Nevada, You wouldn't
reslize it, hewever, aince you are in
vretty much of a wilderness setting on
the canyon floor. Cont. SE up the bottom
of the csanyon along the tiny stream, The
canyon geta progressively shallower &
more wooded with Pinyon/Juniper. In 2.2m
(5,470%, st a major watershed coming in
on the L(N), we bear L(N) up this side-
canyon, If you pass Sheep Corral Cenyon
on your R(S), another major watershed
with steep canyon sides, you've come ,15m
tos far (you could intersect our trail,
though, by cont'ing up Pine Park Canyon
ancther ,im), In .,1m we intersect s jeep
rd., which provides vehicular access to
nearby Plne Park Cngd.. Bear R(NE) up
this jeep rd, & come immediately to Pine
Park Cpgd. (.05m)(5,500'), a good place
to camp,

After a pleasant stay anmong the
Pineg, we take the trail heading NE at
the end of the road loop, After topping
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is 6,2m E along the hgwy..

Cent. S along Little Pine Creek on
the pavement, reachlng the lower reser-
voir's dam in 4m (5,687'). Cont. along
the B shore of the lake ,8m to the Cpgd.
entrance rosd., There are some intersst-
ing honeycomb rock formations in the
aren, for which the cpgd. is named. Our
pavemsnt endas here ss we cont, straight
{S) mlong the Veyo~Shoal Cr, Rd.. After
ascending gradumlly 5 through a narrows
along CGrasmy Cr, & into Grassy Flat, we
turn SE & climb to e signed saddle (2.7m)
(6,140'), The sign indicates that you
are standing on the watershed divide be-
tween the Colorado River drainage to the
SE & the Great Basin dreinage to the W-
NW. Now we descend E-SE to a =nddle,
then S down to Moody Wash (2.6m){5,420%)
where water flows year-round. Its qual-
ity cannot be trusted, though, since
cattle roam this area., Now eclimb gred-
ually S, then more steeply SE to a sad-
dle (6,156'), & descend the other side
ot the ridge down inte Cove Wash, De-
mcend this wash past some old mining
ehacks for a couple of miles, then turn
abruply R(S){5,000') & ascend a side
wash te the rideetop (5.6m)(5,300°%).
Cont., SE amlong the ridge, first level,
then descending to s jJet. st a msddle
(1,3m) (4,940'), There is a spring
{hard to find below a thick grove of
bushes) & cabin ,7m down the jsep rd. to
the SW, Cont. SE down the ridge along
the Veyo-Shoal Cr. Rd.. The rides flat-
tens cut into a bench am we descend to-

b
a saddle, we degcend once more & cross a
tributary of Pine Park Canyon (.6m)
(5,540*), There im e spring just NE of
here up the draw, Now we begin climbing
steeply up out of the canyon, & just
after breaking out of the woodland onto
cleared land, reach a trail fork (im)
{(6,030'}). Bear R(E)} here & climb grad-
ually beside the usually dry stresmbed
to another trail %ct. in Mad Flat (1im)
(6,240'}, Bear R(SE) & cross e saddle,
descending into Pine Park Canyon once
more, Traverse the NE aide of thie can-
yon, arriving after 1.2m at a trail jet.
in Collie Flat. Bear R(S) .2m, turning
abrubtly L(E) & picking up a jeep rd..
Procsed .4m through Collie Flat to a
jet, with another jeep rd. (6,488'},
Turn R{S)} hers (Sheep Corral Spring is
6m L if water is desperately needed) &%
traverse generally S'ward on this Jeerp
rd. for 2.1m, going ® around several

draws & W over intervaning ridces. Now
we arrive at a saddle with a view S
where the jeep rd. heads R(W), We plck

up a pack trall here called the South
Boundary Trail {so named because it
parallsls the 5 boundary of Dixie N.F.
through the Bull Valley ¥Mins.) & follow
it generally SE acroms two major tri-
butaries of Slaughter Cr. until arriving
at a b-way jct A ¥urn R(SW) for no more
than 100 yards before the trail resumes
onn tha I he=2ding S, then SE. {ont. SE
along this tra=il, which generally para-



TII-UTAH (cont.)

1lels the USFS boundary to the R{SW),
After passing the Twin Pesks on our L{NE)
follow the bench for anothar mile & then
demcend stesply & croms Bull Canyon
(3.5m)(5,640*), whlch might have water
flewing in it except in 1ate meason. Now
pnacend E to a saddle {(.7m)(5,995') & de-
scend stseply into the E Fork, Beaver Dam
Wash drsinagze to a trall jet. (1.2m).
Bear L(E) here .2m to mnother jct, (the
trasil to the L{N} goes 3m to the Veyo-
Shoml Cr. Rd.), turning R(S) & crossing
the E Fk. of Beaver Dam Wash (.im)(5,200)
which should have ysar-round water, Bear
L(SE} up out of the canyon & climb to the
crest of the Bull Valley Mins, at a sad-
dle (2.3m)(6,393'), bearing R(S) at the
only trail jct.. 5till on the South
Boundary Trall, descend into Tobin Wash,
then traverze E to another wash & a trall
jet. (3.7m)(5,140'). Bear R(E-SE) & in
6m come to the Dixie N.F. boundary,
where we pick up a jeep rd,, Cedar ..
Spring i= just to the L(N) of the road
hers, Procesd SE downhill aleng the road
until we reach the Veyo=-Shoal Cr, Rd, in
Moody Wash (4,9m)(4,020'}, where the main
route is rejoined, Cross Moody Wash, our
largest stream since leaving the Sierrsa
Nevadm, on a footbridge; a camp could be
made here on the gravelly bar by the
gtream (it would be sdvisabdle to treat
the water, though), Basar L(S) up out of
NMoody Wash & swing L(NE)} toward the town
of Veyo. Reach St.Hgwy#18 & the-small

Immedintely we-begin ascending = ridge,
pass through a rocky, pimmacled area,
then snter a amall canyon & come to asome
denne spruce/fir forest along the stream
bottom, If you lose the trall, whiech
may be overgrown, Just follow the stream
until you hit it again where 1t croeses,
Ascend S onto another ridge, then N a-
cross open slopes to = saddle & an Aspen
forest (2m}(8,600'), Proceed up through
Pine Canyon mlong the atream in an almosat
pure Aspen woods, cross it, & hike thru

s meadow, A large part of the PVM's has
baen designated a F.5. Wilderness Study
Area, one of many such areas in the West
on federal lands, As we hlke through
thism hifh natural arem, we will ses why,
Our trail veers off to the R{NE) & climbs
gradually to another saddls in dense,
evergreen {(fir/mpruce) forest; this jct.
is signed {i1.1m)(9,140'). Take the R(S)
fork up Burger Feak along the Summlt
Trail thru verdant spruce/fir, a stretch
which may still have a snowpack in early
sesson. Ascend steadily, gradually
rounding Burger Peaks* (10,321') W'ern
flanks to 10,140" on itx S asids, with
apectacular views 5 of the dessrt around
St. George, with the Grand Csnyon of the-
Colerado River heyond to the distant SE,
After traversing toc the N of Signal Pk.
(10,365}, the higheat point in the PVM's
descend into a meadow called "Further
Water*.(2.1m)(9,800'), a good camping
spot. Cont, N, then E over another

-]
community of Vayo (2,5m){4,471°'), which
has 8 P.0, & store, The streets here
are coated with a red voleanic soil ex-
tracted from a nearby quarry, mute evi-
dence of the voleanie fury which once
ghook the area, Turn R(S} on St.Rt.#18,
a paved hgwy., & proceed S for £.3m to a
road jet, In Diamond Valley just N eof .
Sniow .Canyon St. Pk. (4,560'), This
state park is wall werth s side trip,
with 1t= spectacularly eroded canyon,
Turn L{E) & croas Diamond Valley jumst N
of a cinder cone & lave flow, turning SE
to a ict. {.8m), Double back te the N(L)
at this Y jct. & proceed 1.Bm N, then E
to where our rosd become= & jeep rd, in
Rock Hellew Wash, Turn L{N) hers onto
amother jeesp rd. which immedintely be-
gins climbing the ridge just SE of this
wash in m RE'rly direction, After a
5.2m steady ascent (2,000' altitude
gain) up inte the outlying foothille of
the Pine Velley Mtna,.,, we reach a ject,
in A meadaow where cows make their pres-
ence every summer (6,780'). Cont.
straight (don't bear L), passing some
0ld cabina to another jet, (.4m)(water
can be found .6m L(N)). Skirt this
meadowe B edge, peesing another aben-
donad cabin,, & climb to amother jJesp rd,
Jet. (.8m)., Bear R(S) again here &
climb to = m2ddle & our trail jct, (.4m)
(7,100}, The sign is up off the road-
way on top of the shoulder on the L(E),
8o exercise caution, This is the Summit
Trajl, which we will follew all the way
through the Pine Valley Mitns, (F¥YM's).
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#addle, descend E through Desr Flat, &
turn L(N) &t a trail jet, (trail to the
S(R) leads 2.8m to Oak Grove Rec, Area)
{.9m) (9,680'), Deacend ,3m (Browns Pt.
trazil leads 4,5m ahead to Pine Valley),
then turn R(E) up over another ridge
(10,000°'), Demcend steeply via switch-
backs, then ascend slightly over a
shallow =zaddle & traverse steeply down
to the Middle Pk, ef the Santa Clara
River (3m){B8,900'). Pollow the atream
for ,lm, them climb E(L) over another
saddie (9,320'), Fortunately, stock
have not grazed on the higher summits of
these mins., & thelr wild character has
bean preserved. Now make a long, grad-
ual descent N in a vallesy, then ¢limb E,
then N over another flat-tooped ridge &
descend N gradually through the exten-
sive meadows ef South & Whiople Valley's,
Cont, N where the Whivpple trail branches
W 3,5m to Pine Valley Rec. Ares (3m)
(9,080') & ascend gradually te North
Valley, m» beautiful alpine meadow whers
a camp cquld be made (.9m)(9,160'}.
Cont. through the meadow to the far (N)
end, climbing =lewly E, then more stesp-
ly N to a summit area (thickly woeoded)
on the PVM divide (1.5m)(9,900'). Beau-
tiful views of 2isn Nmt'l Park {(Kolob
Section) & the Markagunt Plateau csan be
had from a point along the ¢liffs 100
yards to our R(E), Our route acros=z
southern Utah crosees three successlive
high plateaus: the Marksgunt, Paunsegunt
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& Aquariumi: mll thrusting up into the-
alpine zone & baring ercded southern es-
carpmants.of multicolored hues.

We riow demcend N, then KW, then N
again down a beautiful stream valley, ar-
riving in Mill Flat & a trail jet.(%rail
te L(W) leade to Grams Valley via Main %
Water Camyons){2.2m)(8,560'}, Cont,
mtraight (N), then, at another Jet,, bear
R(E){the trall te the L(NW) descends Mill
Canyon to Grass Valley). We trudge E
thaough more meadows, bearing R(SE) at a
34 jct. (trall leading N here goes over
Flat Top Mtn. to Midl Canyon){.5m)}.
cend over a shallew saddle, deacend
glightly, then traverse the N-facing
slopes to another saddle. Descend E from
here down into Andermon Canyon, & turn L
(NE) st a jct. & drop a short ways along
it. Then quickly climb one final saddle
{2m){8,420')., The viaw E takes in neardy
Mt. Baldy (8,887'), with 2ion N.P, across
the valley in the distance, & the village
of New Harmony in the valley belew uas to
the NE, Now we begin descending in esr-
neet through the fir, pineas, oak scrub, &
Pinyon/Juniper {(the Pondercza Pine belt
is often abzent because of the ubiquity
and competitiveness of Gambel Oak in the
Intermountain Weat, & slmo Qumking Aspen,
which sgueezes the Pines out in their up-
per altitudénal ran%e) as we leval out on
the valley floor. fter pa=sing through
a2 gate, we leave the Dixie N.F. on 2 Jeep
rd,, bear L(N) at a jet., cross N, Ash

Amen
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with mpectacular Navajo mandetene cliffs
on our L(E). Eventually we round m spur
& demcend to 1s Verkin Cr., a major, year
round tributary sf the Virgin River
(4.5m)(5,020'), Pollow this strasam up-
canyen, crossing it eccaslonally en rocks
or logs (this could be difficult in esrly
seasen). In 1.7m, we reach a side trail
up a mide canyen to the L{N) leading to a
view of XKolod Arch, well worth your time
& effort (1m round trip). This area
makes a good, if sometimes crowded, camp-
site, In snother .25m, we reach another
trail jet. with the Hop Valley Trall
elimbing to the R{(S); de not take this
tral)-bear L(E}. What follows 1= a truly
remarkable walk along lLa Verkin Creek
through an incredible canyon & lush,
verdant -canyen bettem forests of eak &
maple trees. Be prepared to get your
fest wat, though, since the trail is
forced te make repeated cromsings of the
cresk in this ever narrowing & steep-
walled canyon. Cont. up the canyon
floor, which at times Decomes so narrow
that it forces us te walk right up the
aandy creekbed, We come to Bear TIrap
Canyen in 1.7m, an axtremely narrow side
canyon branching off to our R{E): do not
take it., If you do, you'll reach an
abrupt rock wall barrier in #m, with a
waterfall plummeting down it.(an inter-
esting side trip), Cont. up incredidly
narrew Lea Verkin Cr., which during or im-
medintely after m thunderstorm could be-
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Cr. on a bridge, & arrive in the village
of New Hermeny (6m)(5,300'). Thare are
ne services here but many friendly res-
idente who might be of assistence. Now
takes St. Rt.#14L .2m out of town, &
turn R{S) ontec a dirt rd. whers the
paved road turns N, Follew this read °,
gensrally SE to a ferk {2.3m)(5,181'),
bear L(SE) through a wooded ares, than
S past a road coming in on the R to a T
intersection (3.2m)%u,805'). Turn L
(N=-NE) on thim well-graded road to I-135,
a major N-S expressway (1.8m)(5,040').
Cedar City (pop. 9,000) 1= 19m N en this
freeway & has all services (it is the
largest town in SW Utanh).

P-Interstate #15%5 to Alton : v,

This next section takes us through
the northern (Koleb) unit of Zion Nat'l
Park & the southern mdge of Cedar Ereaks
Nat'l Monument via the Marksgunt Flateau
We are at the Zion Nat'l Park exit of
I-15 & there is a ranger mtation (trail-
er) here with visitor info, & water.
Cont, up the paved park romd inte the
Kolob unit of 2ion N.P., ascending
Tayler Cresek through a notch in the
prominent escarpment of Hurricane Cliffa,
Outstandingly scenic sandstone cliffs &
spires beckon us onward. After a 3.7m
climb, we tep out at Lee Pass (6,050')

& the Lee Pass trallhead (signed). De-
scend on trall through Pinyon/Juniper
woods down Timber Cr. (water in most
years, except very late in the season),
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come a deathtrap from s flash fleod,
¥With an eye toward the sky {whet little
there is in this cenfined space), we
scramble another .%m te Willis Cr.,
where our trall leaves La Verkin Cr. &
heads E(R) up this tributary canyon,
Thiz canyon socn widens out a little 2
we scramble over shoulders with lush
Bigtooth Maple foreste before climbing
up out of the cool canyon floor onto
hotter & drier S-facing slopes, We
leave Zion Nat'l Park & ascend steeply
through familiar Pinyon/Juniper woods,
then bend te the R(Ey & arrive at a
meadow & Birch Soring (3.2m)(7,340").
Cont, up through Gambel {scrud) Qak
woode on what ie new = jeep trail,
brezking inte Aspen groves befors top-
ping & saddle & coming ta Koleb Reser-
volr & a cemping area (2.3m)}(8,140°'),

I am now going to describe an al-
ternate route (3.6m longer & unscouted)
for thome wishing te avoid heavily trav-
eled, dusmty, & often sheep-choked dirt
reads, At the aforementioned saddle,
bear L(N) on a jeep rd, which travsrses
to the L(W) of the Markagunt Flateau es-
carpment, Cont. N, skirting the head-
waters of La Verkin Cr. & bearing L just
before crosalng this creek. Our jeep
rd, swings SW for #m, thesn NE before ar-
riving at a Y-intersection just above &
NE of Mesdow Hollow Res, {5.3m)(8,327°).
Cont., strmight (N), then E, then N sgain
picking up a heavier-duty road & follew-
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III-UTAE {cont.)

ing it N past a apring to a jet, on a
cleared msddle with the Kanarraville R4,
(3m) (8,617}, Take a R{NE) hers, climb
over a spur, then ascend a wooded mlope
to a maddle. The road bends R(E) &
cont's climbing & ridge, heading SE,
After 1.7m, look for a Jeep rd. branching
L(N), After descending = short while,
climb the weatern slopes of Cader Mtn, on
our R(E), ihe jesp trail turns into a
trail & skirts the northsrn flank of the
"Three Knolls® on Cedar Mtn, ($,920') be-
fore descending SE past some cabins to
the maln rosd & our route again (4,5m)
(9,510°'}, Turn L(E) here,

Those wishing to remain on the 1980
route, which is more open, fellow the N
shore of Kolob Rea, to a jJet., in a meadow
(.9m)}, turning L(¥W). Our ro=d, a well-
thavaeled & graded dirt road, vesrs N &
gradually climbs =longside Koleb Or, thru
Aspen forest, passing a good spring om
the L before topolng out at a ssddle (4.2
m}{(g,271 ).
high, sweeplhg platesus on private lands
where large flocks of sheep graze in the
summer, coming to m read jet. (3,3m):
{9,217}, This road leads L(W) to Kanar-
raville & Cedar City.
camping spot with a spring on the L(W} &
c¢limb gradually to where the alternate
route rejoins (1,6:)(9,510'), Bear R{due
T} downhill, then L{N) to e jet. (1.8m)
(9,195'). Here our 1350 route descended
through sheep pastures accross 0'naeil

1
#4 (1.9m)(9,340'),
of our way to the N, Cedar Breaks Nat'l

Vonument, a magnificent sxample of how ero

sive forces at work for centuries can sat
away Bt = sandstone platesu, is sur next
goenl, For thoxe who prefer = more scenice
route- & would like to mave some miles;
ascend cross-country NE mlong or near the
rim of the Pink Cliffs, s 100-mile pink &

white smandatone escarpment which forms thé

¥,5, & E sides of the Marksgunt & Paun-
saugunt plateaus, We level off an Blew-
hard ¥in. & cont. to the S boundary of
Cedar Bresks N.M. & St.Rt,f143 (2.5m)
{10,400%). For those with le=s snergy,
Tollew Hgwy.fl4 R(E) for 3m, then turn L
(N} on Rt.#143 to the S boundary ef Cedar
Breaks (2.4m)}(10,325'). TPollew the rim
trail mleng the =zpectacular edge of an
amphitheater of pink & white limestons
cliffs dropring awsy fer 2,000" with
intervening ravines converging te a can-
tral peint like the spokea of & wheel.
Thims trail can be found bg hiking 1o00*"
K of the Hgwy., After 3/B of a mile, we
vass the Cedar Eresks Lodge on our R(S) &
cont, another im on the rim trail before
cutting back over to ths hgwy.. Much of
our walk here is through mountain alpins
meadows profusely adorned with wild
flowers., Upon reaching the hgwy., turn
L(E} & immediately begin leoking for
Jjeep rd, btranching R(S), juet befors the
hgwy., curves to tha N{2m). Proceed S

along this jeep rd,, lemving Cedar Breaks,

Cont, N along the road across

Cont, N past a good

5
Although a 1ittle ocut
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Gulch, traverzed 5 of Black Min,
(10,375') on mhesp trails, crossed Deep
Cr. on a road, & cont'd on more meander-
ing & ateep sheep trails to the Navajo
Lake Rd. In the interest of avoiding
this rather vague route altogether, what
follews i= my alternate proposal, which,
although unmscouted, gets us onte public
land (F.S.) sgsin sooner & holds more
promise.

Proceed due E(R) =t the jct.,

cont, 'ing etralght onto a jeep rd, where
the main road turns R(S)(.4m), Our jeep
rd. turns SE, & descends a ridge called
"Jackson Pt.", Where the jesp rd, turns
N(L) to a cabin (1.8m), cont. E down the
ridge through a meadow, past & spring,
curving NE down through more meadows
Just N of mome Aspen groves to the
stream in O'neal Gulech, Thres tribu-
taries trisect here (8,140'), We want
to ascend the one furthest E in a N-NE'-
rly direction (Adams Hollow) until a
Jet. with a jeep rd.(1.4m), Turn R(E)
uohill, ignoring the first jeep driveway
branching R(S). At a T jet., turn R({S)
& begin climbing the wrominent SW spur
ridge of Black Mtn. (to the NE of us).
Galn the ridgecrest, cross it, & turm
NE. fTraveras the S-facing sloves of
Black Min. to n jeep rd. jct, (2m)
{9,000'), Take o L(N-NE) here & cont.
ascending the SE face of Black Mtn.
(9,230'}, entering Dixie N.F., & descend
to a Jct, with a main dirt road (1.6m).
Turn L(N) fer .6m, then curve R(E) thru
Webster Flat & ascend to paved St, Rt.
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for 2,6m, then turn L(E) & descend te
Long Valley Cr. & some cabins, Cont.
fallewing Long Valley Cr, cross-country
inte Sage Valley, with Hewy,#14 on our
R{S). Where the hgwy. turns due S, a
jeep trail cromses Saze Valley (2.3m),
Turn L{NE} on this jeep trall & follow
it between twe huge lava flows, through
e horse pasture, & into Tippets Valley,
At a jeep rd, ject. (4.8m)(9,050'), turn
R(S) onte the jeep rd. & procesd past
Dry Camp Valley Soring, through two mere
lava flews on either gide, then curve
L(E) & deacend through forest to Duck
Cr. (5.8m)(8,450'), A trail here lesads
R(W) #m to Duck Cr, Cpzd. & L(E) im te
Aspen Mirror Iake & Ledge. Cent., ano-
ther .3m to Mgwy.#l4.

Until a trail is censtructed along
the mcenic pink cliffs escaroment to the
S, we shall have to content ourselves
with walking along the hgwy. from hers
to Long Valley Jet,. Although tough on
the feet, the scenery ls pleasant enough
Turn L(E} & fellow Hzwy.#1L 11.3m te the
jet, with U,.S. Hewy.#89 at Long Valley
Jet. This is a ma;or hawy. &€ there im a
store hers (7,454'), It is also the
dlvide betwsen the T, Fk., Virgin River
tes the S & the Sevier River to the N,

Turn R{S) here & follew U.S. Rt.#89
for 1.6m to the Alton cuteff. Bear L
(SE) here & take thim dirt read (wide &
ﬁraded), leaving Dixie N,F., te St, Rt,

136 {2.4m)(7,238'}. Cont. aleng Rt.#
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I1I-UTAH (cont.}

136 L(E) inte the village eof Alten (im)
(7,036'), This brings us te the end of
the =ection; there are no services in
this tihy community.

C-Alten ts Jehns Valley (er Tropic)

This next section, though shert,
takes us through Bryce Canyon Nat'l Park,
which offers us more Pink Cliffs scenery
on the flanke of the Paunssugunt Plateau.
The Undsr-the-Rim Trail & Rim Trails
inmide the Park take ux above, belew, &
right threugh s fantasylsnd of eroded
sculpture.

Take a L(E) st the main jet, in
Alton & start sut of town, turning R(S)
after .m, cont.'ing en St, Rt.#136,
ceed 2.8m S through Alton Amphitheater,

the valley we're in, te Lower Robinson (r,

where we turn L(E)
the N side of Sink
stralght at a jet.
N.F, mgain. Cont.

on a jeep rd, & skirt
Valley, cent,'ing
{1.3m

straight at the Water
Cmnyon jct, up Dry Fork. Our Jeep rd.
turns into = trail & we ascend up an es-
carpment (Sunset: Cliffs} onto the Paun-

saugunt Flateau at a saddle (4.3m)(8,850°)

Bear L{E) here & pick up a jeep rd. de=-
scending Rebinmen Canyon, Follew this
read down the canyon 3m te the Fast Fork
cr. (Sevier River) valley & turn L(NE),
proceading down a graded, wide dirt road,
Follow this road all the way past Podunk

19
its name, has running water yeareround
(7,530'), & climb N over mnother ridge
near Farview Pt, & Piracy Pt.(5,000').
Dezcand inte Willis Cr, Canyen (7,720'),
then climb graduslly te a saddle just W
eof Noon Canyon Butte (8,180').
this we reach a trail jet.(4.8m). The
trail to the L(W){Whiteman Cennecting
Trail)} climbs to the Rim Drive on White-
man Bench {lm)., Cont. straight, descend~
ing inte Swamp Canyon, At a jet. with
the Swamp Canyoen Connecting Trail, bear R
(E) & cont. traversing just below the
continuous line-of claffs on our L. Bear
R (160% turn) at a 3T° trail going up te
Rim Drive {Shesp Cr. Conn. Trail) & cont.
traversing around belew the cliffs, thru
Pasture Wash, over a ridge & intc Yellew
Cr., down which we descend. After de-
scending down te 6,800', we begin our
ctimb up te the top of the rim. After a
1,400 elevatien gain, we reach ths to

P
of the cliffs & Bryce Peint (11.%m)(8,1200 te Fairyland Pt., er cent'ing mleng the
To the N of us here at this viewpoint rim 3m te this spot.

i=x Bryce Canyon proper, & most of the
Park's tralls lead inte & ocut of this
canyon,
both leading us uv inte the Escalante
¥tns.. Thes HikmMtlen 80-81 routs, which
I will describe first, mtayed up on the
Paunsaugunt Plateau & climbed up into the
Zacalante Mins, from the W via Johns
Velley, An alternate route descends dewn
. Bryce Canyon to Tropic, then ascends onte
the Table Cliff Flrieau from the S via

Pro-

& entering Dixie-

Just past

We nlso ponder a choice of reutes 2,000’ higher than we are here.
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Guard Stetion to Podunk Cr. & the read
leading up this creek, a 160% turn
(6.2m)(8,050")., Proceed 5 up Podunk Cr,
for 2,4m, then take the L{SE} ferk,
enter Bryce Canyon N.P., & walk smnother
.3m te snsther jeep rd, jet.. The read
branching L(N) climb= up te the Rim
Drive. Cont. streight (S) up the jeep
4rall to Yevimpa Pass at the Fink Cliffs
egcarpment (.Bm)(8,355'). Ieek for the
trail hers which climbs up along the
c1iffs to our L(NE) 1,8m ts Yovimpa
(Rainbew) Pt..(9,091'), the seuthern
terminus of the Rim Drive. We have a
grandetand view of a sizable chunk ef
southern Utah & nerthern Arizena real
astate from this lefty perch.atep the
Pink Cliffs escarpment. This is eur
¢losest aporoach te the Grand Canyon ef
the Celerade River & on a clear day we
might be able to spet it, mltheugh the
Kaibab Platesu & Nerth Rim hide mest ef
the lewer South Rim frem view.

When we have had sur fill of sight-
gesing from this aerie, find the treil-
head for the Under-the-Rim (UTR) trail,
which we will follaw beneath the scenic
cliffs to Eryce Pt,, In ,3m, bear L
{N-NE) & descend Ponderesa Ridge inte
Black Birch Canyen, where thers is a
backcountry campaits, Follew the UTR
trail through mll 3 ferks of Ponderossa
Canyon (S,Main, & N), ascending te a
saddle & a trail ject,(ém) (camping),
where we cont, straight on the UTR trail.
Descend inte Agus Canyen, which, true te

20
Pine Lake, PFirst, hewever, we have
Bryce Canyons' myriad leop trail system
ts consider. Most of the Park's
attractions can be seen from theae
trails, which T will net elabarate on
since maps & info, Are available from

*‘the Park's visitor center & services.

The Peekaboo Loop Trail descends off the
rim inte the canyon here, but we follew
the Rim Trail 2m past Inspiration Pt.
te Sunset Pt, (8,000'), Here wa're very
clese te Sunmet Cpgd. (take the spur ra.
to the hgwy. & turn L{S)} fer 300 yarads)
and alse the ledge & =tore, just N an
the next spur te the R, The vimlter
canter iz Im N aleng the hewy. I will
now describe XikaNstion's 1980 route,
After walking .5m N along the rim,
we ceme te Sunrise Pt., ‘whare.the Queesns
Garden Trail cemes in, -Cont. N .2m,
whers we have 2 choice between takin
the Fairyland Trall benesth the rim %.Qm
The prominent
mesa losming te our E-NE is Powell Pt,
en the Table Cliff Plateau, mere than
Now
walk 1m # on the spur rd. te Hawy.#12,
& follew it R{N) 1,5m te Ruby'sm Inn out-
side of the Park, with a motel & res-
taurent. Cont. N another 1.3m to =2
hgwy. jet,(7,600'). :

3
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New I will deszcribe the alternate reute
te this sectionm end in the tewn of
Trapiec. At Sunset Pt., descend inte the
canyen sn the Navajo Leep Trall, pamssing
a trail te the Queens Gmrden & coming te
the Peekabeo Leop Trail jet, (.6m). Cent.
straight (E) down Bryce Canyon 1,4m to the
park boundary & trailhead (6,882'), Cent,
% an the park access read 3.2m te the tewn
of Tropic, Utah, with all services. (6,295")

D-Jahn's Valley (Trepic}'te Onk Cr, Cped,

In this mection we will climb up inte
the EBmcalante Mtn=, & stay high as we tra-
verse the Agquarius Plateau's ssuthern rim,
with magnificent views te the SE ¢f the
canyenlands areund Lake Powell, T will
describe HikmNation 80-B1's reute froem
Jehn'e Valley first, :

Cent. NE on St.Rt.#22, 2 wide & graded
dirt read, After 7.3m, ence again on
Dixie Nat'l Forest landes, we reach a jeep
rd, veering uphill te the R(SE)(7,552').
Dipping Vat Spring, a geod camping area
with geod water from a pipe, im .6m up
this jeep rd.. Cont. N on Read #22,
reaching a ghost tewn at Widstoe Jet,
(5.86m)(7,565'). Hgwy.#22, whinh becomes a
blmacktep read, cent's N here te Antimeny
(25m), but we turn R(E) threugh a faw
scattered cabine {all that iz left of
Widstes) ,4m, then turn L(N) .2m te the
Escslante Canyon Rd.. Fellew thie E(R)
J4m te Swestwater Cr., & veer L(N) here

ante & jesp rd, iech eresmes the craek.
Fellew thie 3m te a jeot.

at Heree Cr,
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up & jeep rd, & descend NW dewn Fele
Canyen, hearing R(N-NW) at a ferk (2m) &
vassing Pine Lake on our R{(E) te Pine
Canyen Rd. & m F.S. Cpgd.(1.3m)(8,175"),
Turn R(E) & ascend Pine Canyen aleng Clay
Cr. all the way until we switchback up te
the Table C1iff Plateau {&6.1m)(10,112'),
Here » jeen trall gees R(S) 4m te Pewell
Pt, (10,188'), frem where excellent views
can be had te the S. Cent. L(N) aleng
the geep rd. en the pliatesu 2,2m, bearing
R(NW) onte a jeep trail where our jeep rd,
gees SW te a Radie Tewer (10,350'), Cent,
N aleng the narrew plateau en a jeep trail)
ignering ferks te sisher side, plcking up
a jeep rd, sagain & descsnding te a saddle
& the Escalante Canysn Rd,, n well-graded
F.S5. resd (4.om)(9,302'). Cent. straight
{N), climbing en switchbacks te anather
sxddle (5,650'), then climbing mere gzrad-
ually past a mpur te Herse Lake up ente
Griffin Tep (5m)(10,210'}. We new turn
R(E) ante a blrzed trail (rather vaguep if
you can't lecate it, just hesd dus E abeut
.6m te the trail saleng Hall Cr,, the first
l1ittle stream depression yeu ceme te) &
turn S dewn Hall Cr, ( 8m¥. Descend thim
creek, then veer away frem it te the L(SE)
te & jet.(2m)(9,200'). Turn L(NE) uphill
& begin treversing areund the S, SE, & E
=ides of Griffin Pt, =t around the 9,400°
elevation centeur. After winding threugh
numarots meadsws, with sxransive views S &
E between fTerests of Aspen & Ponderess
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turning R(E) ,9m te ansther jct.. Turn
L(N) here .2m te Birch Cr. & ansther
jet, (7,700'), Mmke m R(NE)} here &
fellew n jeap rd. up aleng the N bank ef
Birch Cr.. We are new asmcending up inte
the Escalante Mins, & the Aquariuva
Plateau. At lengzth our jeep read be-
comes n trail as we leave the Femderess
behind & enter an Aspen foremt, with
S{:uco/Fir becoming the deminant specles.
Finally, after 4.,7m ef zscent, we level
off at a migned trall %ct. in a meadow
{(10,000*). Take the R(SE) fark & cress
Bireh Cr., then ascend mederatsly thraugh
a dense fereat of Svrucs/Fir te F.5. Rd.
#40 (2m)(106,210'). Turn L(N) aleng
this wide dirt rd., & a=scend ur ente
Griffin Tep, Jumt mfter reaching this
wide graded dirt read, we reach the tep
of Griffin Top, m wide plateau.(l.2m).

Per those whe chese the alternate
Teute, walk R(S) en St.Rt.#54 1 bleck
(.1m), then take a L(E) & leave Tropic
en a dirt rd. heading tewards Hendermen
Canysn, We jog N around a butte, then
evantuslly hend NE to 2 jeot, with a jeep
rd.(dm)(6,438'), The read cent'ing
atraight (NB) leads te Shakespeare Mine,
don't take it, Turn R(SE) en the jeep
rd., quickly heading E & nicking up n
Jeep trail. Stay on this jeep trall as
we head up inte Hendermen Canyen, a
bresd, Tlat vallay leced with Pinyen/
Juniper foreat, Enter Dixie N.F, &
cont. ascending gradually until we swing
N & climb steeply up to a saddle in the
Emcalante Mtne, (8,.6m)(B,850'). We plck
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Pine, we arrive at the cressing «f W,
Ferk, North Cr., a year rsund stream
{(3.2m)(9,200'}, This spet makes an
axcellent campsite, Just beyond thim
atream take the L(W) ferk & begin aas-
cending steenly threugh Aspens up ta n
bench E of Griffin Tep (10,040'). Al-
ternately sscend & descend slightly,
pasging just W ef Round Willew Bettem
Res, & ceming te a jet.(2.9m)(9,900').
Turn R(E) & descend a ridge just N ef
the resarveir to the cutlet dam (.3m).
Pick up a jeep rd. here & Tellew it
threugh dense spruce/fir 1.4m te Barker
Raserveir, a majer recrestional srea
with vehicular acceas (9,560}, There im
a2 billbeard map here shewing the trells
in the immedinte vicinity. Preceed alasrg
the R(F) mide of the remerveir en a
trail geing te Plat, Yellew, & Blus
Lekes. Tekes a R ferk at the trail geing
te Blue Lake, reaching a weeded asddle
20 yards S5 af Yellew Lake, a reassnably
geed mwimming hele during the summer if
you like 45¢ water (1.1m§(9.620').
Cent. E abave a meadsw on sur R(3),
bearing L{NE) at a jct.. Des net ge up
threugh "The Gap” snte the tep of the
pvlatesu te our N, Rather, bear R(E),
traversing threugh a mixture ef Aspen &
Pir ferestis at sreund the 2,400°' aler,
centsur, If you lese the trail in cew
pastures, just leek fer blazes en the
trees at the far end, In faet, the
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entire trail fram here te St,Rt.#12 N
#f Bsulder ham been marked by the Ferest
Service with blazes en the bark eof trees,
which generslly are feirly frequent.
Eventuslly we pass Reck Lake, a small pend
(signed) en eur L(NE){apprex. 5.5m){9,260)
Cent, traversing SE, then E just N ef Twin
Lakes, turning N & eventuamlly resching F.§
Rd.#154 just .Bm N ef Fesy Lake (5.2m
{9,000%)., Cyclene Lake is 3m L{(N) en this
wide & graded dirt rd.. This trail jet.
is migned. We cent, acress ihe read,
shertly creesing Deep Cr. befere travers-
ing NE ever a ridge with gesd views of
“The Bex", a steepe-sided, recky cenysn.
S-SF ef us, New ws descend steeply dewn
te Blue Spring Cr. & fellew it te F,S3.
Rd,#153, a graded dirt rd,(apprex. 3.8m)
(7,800'). Turn L{N) en thie read & walk
.5m te » bridee sver velumineus Pine Cr..
Take a L{(N) sn the spur rd. Just beyend
{signed "Blue Spruce Cpgd. & Cewpuncher
Guard Stm.*) & walk past the cpgd. te the
ate at the entrance te Cewpuncher G.S.

.m)(7,920')., A camp could be made by
the river here if the car campers at the
cped. Infringe upen ysur “*wilderness ex-
perience®,

Juat dewnhill frem the gate, take the
R(NE) ferking jeep rd, mbout .3m, leoking
carefully fer a blazed trall ferking te
the R(E) up through seme meadews in Wide
Hellew., Once we get te the far snd ef the
meadews, it im easy to fellew the tread &
blazes as the trall switchbacks & begins
climbing st=eply. We climb firat threugh

27
centratiens of cattle & shesp & vice-
versa. (sorrex. 9m)(9,280').

Cent. E=NE en sur blazed trail, croas-
ing Durfee Fk,, Bsulder Cr., & then W,Fk.,
Boulder Cr, {(apprex. 2.4m)(%,050'), just
S of m rend creseing. Intersect with this
read up the hill en the far bank & turn K,
climbing SE, then E over = ridge, After
an almest level walk aleng this jeep rd.,
we come te E.Fk., Boulder (r, at the out-
let dem ef a2 reserveir in Kings Pasture
(2.6m)(9,200*)., Thim can be a crewded
area during the summer, particularly en
weekends, Cress the dam & cent, dewn the
gramded dirt rd. SE abeut #m te = semewhat
vague trail jet. an the L{E) side sf the
read (migned, but eign ims small. Tt
renda "Deesr Or, Lake®), Fellow this
blazed trail up threugh Aspen greves
(thesze pure stands ef this trees are some
of the mest extenzive that we will en-
counter en the HikaNatien reute, largely
due te this mrea's fire histery & inter-
ference frem man ever the years] & then
mere cew vastures, keeping s sharp leek-
sut fer blazes on the tresez, We naas
abeut .6m N af Chriss Lake, keeving te
the R(S) dewnhill side of several meadews
& reach a jeep trail just befere arriving
at the S shere sf Deer Cr, Lake, with
mame geod campsites (4,5m)(9,960'), Cent.
E en the jeep trail threugh denss snruce/
fir, sscending graduslly te 10,100’ before
arriving in Sunflowsr Flat, a large mend-
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Aspens, then enter a dark, ceol spruce/
fir fereat befere finally tepping eut et
the cresat of the ridge in dense weeds
(apprex. 3m)(9,980')., Reger Pk, (10,1409
is about ,3m S af us, Cent, in dense
soruce/fir weods SE dewn threugh a
netch, then turn N & descend steeply en
trail, After apprex. 1,5m we will
reach a jot. where a jeep trail branches
R{S); this leads about 1.2m te the
Boulder-Escalante Rd. & the highly
scenic Helle Backbens ares of precipi-
tously ereded bex canyens, Bear L(N) #n
our trail & skirt N arsund the Sand Cr.
watershed, then pams just S ef NcGath
Lake (hidden frem view) & fellew the
trail generslly SE, E, & NE threugh a
series of lrrge cew-infested meadews
between the 9,000 & 9,600 elevation
centeurs., Our trail, which has beceme
a jeep rd,, becemes a trall ence mere
as it demscends steeply threugh dense
soruce/fir te Bear Cr., m reasensbly
pure but still suspect water suprly.
The reasen, sf ceurss, is the cattle
that swarm ever these highlands during
the mummer, fouling the water, trampling
the vegetatien, cempacting the =oil, &
speiling what would etherwime be a very
pleasurable experience. Hewever, te be
fair, ene must remember that natienal
ferest lands are managed for their
multiple uses, ene of which is the less-
ing ef lands fer livesteck grazing.
Ways need to be feund, though, te megre-
gate hikers frem areas with heavy cen-
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oew (2,6m)(10,050'), Frem here, we de-
scend on swlitchbacks te a ject. with 5t.

Hgwy.#117_{1m), which heade S ts Bouldern,
We turn onto this well-graded dirt
rd., (=ecim s be paved} & fellew it nast

a spring on the L{W)} te Oak Cr. Cned.
(3.5m)(B,B60*), It im about 16m N on
thie rend to Terrey, Utah with ell
services, This makes a ceol, inviting
rest step before degcending into the
het, dry, but breathtakingly beautiful
ecanyen ceuntry shesd,

E-Oak Cr. Cogd. te lLake Powell(Hite Marina

In this remarkable sectien, we drep
sut ef the highlande & through the red
reck canyen aleng Omk Cr, in Capitel
Reef Nat'l Park, After cressing a very
dagolate stretch, we climb up inte the
Henry Mtn, uplift, enly te desscend well
sver a vertical mile to our lewest pt.
gince the foothills of the Sierra Nevada
in Califernia st ILske Pewell,

We begin fellewing = jeep rd. E
mleng the S bank of always flewing Oak
Cr. through Aspen & Alder greves, de-
scending atepdily, ZEventually we swing
E awny frem the cresk {which flows N
here}, make a shert climb, then cont, te
descend gradually threush nure FPonderoma
Pine stands, After awhile we ceme %o =2
fire-ravazed area, with geod views ts the
E of the Henry Mine., then descend
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steeply beck down te Osk Cr., which is
new ferming a canvon (5.5m){6,800'),
Cent. dewn Ouk COr., new in the Pinyen/
Juniper belt again, as we enceunter in-
creasingly dry surreundings in an ever
deepening canysn. Red Navejs-S3andstene
sl1iffe & spires begin te tewer over our
headm & wa are thankful fer the preximity
of the creek as the mercury rises, The
jeep rd, ende & we lsave Dixie N.F., an-
tering Cepital Reef Nat'l Park simultane-
ously (3,5m)(6,100'), Fellsw the atream-
bed dewnward; semetimes it sffers the
best path se be preovared te get yeur feet
wat, Mich te our surprise, we dlscever
that we're follewing cew trails threugh
the sagebrush benches when net restricted
4o the streambed, We n=zk eurselves in-
credulously hew thess beagsts can be al-
lewed to violate the sanctity ef a Nat'l
Park!
renchers can get their steck frem their
wintering greunds te the high country
every year is up this canyen, since a
natural barrisr called the Watervecket
Feld (the main feature af the park)
createa a fermidable sbatacle, Se the
N.P.S. was farced te meke s majer cen-
ceszien te the ranching interests, which
reamains very contreversial. Our pmssage
threugh the Waternecket Fold is ebvious:
huge white =andstoene monoliths tower
abeve us and cenfine us te the streambed
at time=., This 150-mile leng fracture in

the sarth's crust reminded esrly explerers

& settlers of a ceral reef because of itms
barrier te travel, hence the Prark's name,

31
Henry ¥tns., ahead ef us, & cent, through
a svarse Juniper fersst te Sweetwater Cr.
& a read ject,{(3.4m)(5,500'), There is
Hg0, m large cattenweod tree, under which
we find welcemes shade, & =3 sign, Take
the L(NE) fark & climb up ente Fete Steel
Bench, taking tha R(NE) uphill ferk. We

walk up thrsugh the sage, with the summita

of the Henry Mtns, beckening us enward,

A measure of eur remeteness, sven tedny,
is the fact that theae mina, were the
last in the lower *48" te be named & ax-
plered, having been firet sighted by
whitemen en the Pewall expeditien of 1869,
Thism land is new ewned by the Buresu ef
Lend Management, which has intreduced a
herd «f bimen, ene of the few remaining
wild herds ef this ence prelific mnimal.
At m mecend jct., cent. stralght ahead
(R)(SE) up the leng, eleping bench.
8 Pinyon/Junéper (mestly Juniper) ferest
& reach a 39 jet. just NE eof Steel Putte
(3.8m)(6,280'), Bear L(E) here & nscend
aleng the NE bank of S, Willew Cr., cress
it, & climd threugh Sage Flat, plcking up
Pinyen/Juniper azain & arriving at a read
ferk with a sign (3.1m)(?,180%).
indicates ¥cClallan Soring & Cpgd. are te
the L{NE} me we cress the creek & mscend
steeply inte m FPondsresa ferest fer 2.4m
te mnether signed jet.. McCiellan Cped.
& Spring are ,1m te the L(N}, a geed camp
with pienic tables & & net-se-cew-vresf
spring, but with zeed drinking water
nevertheless (8,350'). Bear R(E} here &

It turns out that the only way that

Enter

The =ign
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Befere leaving thie fermatisn, we pams
a diversion dam which diverts mest of
the water sut eof Osk Or, inte an aque-
duct. Thie iz a zeed spet te ceol eff
{3,5m)(5,750"). Fellew the ngueduct en
the R{3)} eide ef the canyen, picking uw
s jeen rd. which we tske ever flatter
terrain te a jet. (3.5m)(5,530'). Bear
L(N) & fellew thiz jeep rd. 1.im te the
main Td.. Bear L{atrsight)(N), rrass
Dak Cr. {(water flewe here due ts up-
cAnyen s=epage, but it is net te be
trusted-treat heavily), & ascend te 2
ict. called Gravity Statien (.8m)(5,280%
an alternate route frem the diversioen
dam weuld be te fellew the canysn bettem
aleng Oak Cr, teo the main rd,, but it is
further due te herseshse henda in the
canyen & alse has 2 thriving pepulatien
of biting flies), We are in the middle
of newhere at this deselate spst, 36m
frem Terrsy, the nearest tewn. The
Capitsl Reef N,P, visiter center, hew-
ever, has seme natural hlstery & cul-
tural efferings te temnt us inte a side
trip.
¥hen we ars ready te vush on, Ze¢ E
(R) dewn te a Terd of barely flewing
Sandy Cr.{1,1m)(5,180') & climb mtesply
up the ether side, After topolng a
ridge, drep inte Blind Trail Wash, then
fellaw sne of its branches up threugh a
1ittle gorge ta a gosd spring in a
larger canyen (3,8m)(5,450'). Climb
gteenly up out »f this canyen thrsugh
an intersstingly ersded area ante Wild-
cat Mesa, with sweening views ef the
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climb m shert .4m te m BLM cabin &
Willew Spring at anether jot.{8,500'),
Turn n(s§ & begin climbing stesdily en
a switchbacking jeep rd,, We mementarily
flatten esut in Dry Iake Flat, then re-
sume climbing en even slepes te a Y jet.
(2m)., Tske the L(NE) fork thrsugh Nesty
P1at te anether jct., bearing R(E} up-
hill {.3m){9,680'), Climb steebly en a
traverse up the western flanks ef the S
surmit ridgze of Mt, Ellen, alternstely
geing threugh Terest {mpruce/fir) &
acress enen sleves, After 1,9m, we tep
sut at lefty Pull Cr. Pass {10,500'),
The ¥Mt. Ellen treill (signed) leads 2m N
te the summit ef Mt. Ellen (11,522°),
highest pesk in the Henry Mins,, with
excellent views, PFrem the pass, descend
SE threugh svergresn ferest (snewpatchee
1ast almest mll year here) alternating
with drier, bere NW-facing slepes, all
the way te Wickiup Pess (2,6m)(9,240").
Turn R(SE) here & descend thresugh ferest
te Granite Cr., traver=e threugh the
*Granite Ridges™ arem, then descend
steeply all the way te Crescent Cr.,
with planty ef mhade & water year-reund
{(3m)(8,250'), Turn L(E) & descend
alengside {rescent Cr. in Aspens, then
away frsm the creek in mere-emnen & drier
Pinyen/Juniper weedland, ng we drev dewn
off the Henry Mtn, uplift inte the
Celerads River basin, the driest & het-
tegt ares of the entire transcentinentel
hike, but with aumtere beauty te m=atch.
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Cent. descending Just N ef Crescent {r.,
but net within sight ¢f it. Eventuslly
we descend belew 6,000" inte the Upper
Seneran lifszene, whers sagebrush pre-
deminates, Fventually we ceme te a jeot.
(6m){S,580') & bpemr R(S), cressing
Crescent Cr,, Walk S 2,4m, cressing
Crescent Cr, twe mere times (ususlly flew-
ing, but msy dry up in late seasen) befere
creasing Cepper Cr, (u=mually dry) & ar-
riving at snether jct.{5,080'}). Turn L
(E}, cressing Creacent Cr., ene last time
& walking .7m te a graded dirt rd.. Pre-
ceead R(S? on this re=d .9m, then turn L
(E} at = jet. {called “Lene Cedar"). Des-
cend en this read 3m te paved St.Rt.#276,
an access hgwy. leading 45m S te Bullfreg
¥arins en Lake Pawell, Turn L{NE) & walk
50 yards te St.Hgwy.#95 (4,600'), It ime
26m N te Hanks=ville, the nearest tewn.

Turn R(SE) en Hewy.#95 & praceed dewn
the ever deepening canyen ef Nerth Wash.
The landscspe here is stark, almest
surreslistic in nature, and it helps keep
sur mind eff the heat which can be epre-
sive by day in midsummer., Night walking
ie highly recemmended. After abeut 7m ef
blistering blackten, we ceme te Heg Spring
Picnic Area (4,160'), with tablem, shel.
ters, & mest impertantly, water, This
yesr reund Tlew cemes frem Heg Soring up
the =ide canyen here. Cent. sleng Hgwy.
#95, reaching the Nerth Wash mide-arm ef
Lake Pewell after entering the Glen Cenyen
N=t'l Recreatisn Area {5.,5m), The new
hgwy. has been built en the slickreck
(mezning bare sandstene expesed te the
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Dark Cenysn, an incredibly deep fissure
in the earth's surface which has been
designated by the BLM as a primitive area.
Then we ascend up ente the Pine & Ampen
ckad Elk Flateau befere ascending still
higher threugh the Abaje Mtna., & drevving
dewn te snether high plateau & the tewn of
Menticelle, Utah,

Cent. 5 e Hgwy.#95 ansther .5m te a
dirt }eep rd. bearing eff ts the L(E).
The hewy. climbs thrsugh s gap in Brawn's
Rim absut Im te the SE, Take this un-.r
siened jeep rd, & perallel the Celerads
River Gerges (Narrew & Cataract Canyen's)
abeut 1m te the N, Pass an airstrip, besm
ing L(SE) at & jet.. Cent, sleng the NE
#ide of Brewns Rim, the ridge of reddimh-
brewn pinnacles off te sur R(EW). Cresam a
=mal) draw, then ceme te a 2N4 jct, (7m)
(5,100"), Bear L{E-NE) here & cent, te-
wards the L(N) mide of seme pinnacles sn
a ridge ahead, At 2 peint due N of the
ridge & the nerthernmest pinnmcle (5,591'),
a2 Jeep rd. branches off te the L(N) te a
arall reserveir, usually dry {2.3m)(5,500"
This is tiie trailhesd fer the trail we
will take dewn inte Dark Canysn, an swe-
seme tributary gerge ef the Celerads River
which we will be fellewing fer the next
4.5 days, The trall, which has » visible
tread & cairns aleng it, leads N threugh n
Juniper wesdland & descends sbrubtly
acrese the head ¢f Sheep Canyen, a gerge
descending W inte Cataract Canysn, On the
sther side we ceme te 8 jeep rd. & walk L

L3
elements; we will find it in abundonce
in this area) en the N shere of the
reserveir, where msme majer cuts have
been made thresugh the reck. Cent, aleng
the N shere, descending dewn te the
lake'= level, ascending ever a ridge,
then returning te the =hereline. The
Celerade River's inner gerze here has=
bean jnundated by Lerke Pswall & the
fermer ferry cressing at Hite, abeut 8m
dewnsiream, is new mere than 200ft.
underwatser, After turning N aleng the
hewy,, we sventually reach the bridege
ever the Dirty Devil River arm «f Lake
Fewell (5.8m)(3,800'), Cent. slsng Hgwy,
#95, ascending vest the Hite mirstrip,
then descending te the Celerade River
bridge ever Lake Pewell in Narrew Cenyen
(Zm)%3.760'). This is sur lewest peint
#n the hike =ince ascending inte the
Sierra Nevada, & alse the hettest, The
Hite ¥arina turneff ia .8m further up
the hgwy. (4,000'). A atere & Park
Service infermatien bldg, are 1,3m dewn
thiz read te the R(W), Beat rentals
(heusedeate, skiffs, meterbeats, =tc,)
can be made frem the marina at the watern
edge. There is nlss a desslate lesking
cpgd. s the slickreck near the lake's
shere, whare ene can bsat the hsat by
ewimming in the lake's ceel waters,
F-Lake Fewell te Celerades S5t, Line

This sectien, certalnly : ene of the
hizhlightu ¢f the entire cress ceuntry

walk, takes us threugh the very heart ef
36
(N) aleng it fer msbeut 100 yards, OCn the

R mide of the read we find s tra2il regis-
ter put there by the BILM, the agency
whese jeb it im ta manage the Dark Canyen
Primitive Area, which we are new entering
After migning in, we plek up a trail en
the R(E} side of the read which we fellew
alsng the N side of a mide canyen off ef
Dark Canyen. Than we reach 2 prementery
where the trail utilizes the enly reute
available te ebtaln access inte the in-

1eredibly steep gerge of Dmrk Canyen, n

reck slide {1.8m)(5,240'), We descend an
extremely smteep, but net impessible treil
S dewn inte the mide canyen, which has
new been well warn by hiker's feet., Upen
reaching the bettem, if eur knees haven't
given sut en us, we fellew a trail L{(E}
aleng the canyen fleer te the bettem eof
Dark Cenyen (1m)(4,000'). A stream flaws
year-reund here, fed by svnrings & snew en
the Flk Ridge Flateau in the Kanti-Im Sal
N.F.. Cettenweeds grew nleng the sandy
creek bettem here, which makes o geed
camp Lif yeu can =leep te m cacevheny ef
freg creaks all night, Bighern sheep
alms meke thelr heme here, but yeu'll be
lucky if yeu spet ene ef these shy, =lu-
sive creatures. We turn R(SE) & m=scend
Dark Canyen, with its tewering walls
fercing us te fellew ‘the cresk bettem,

At times the zoing is reugh, =ince there
are eften narrew ledresz to necetiate
where we get mgueezed ocut ef the narrew
creesk bettem, We nass many delizhtful
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swimming helea, which sn a het day preve
jirresistable, After winding upecanyen
6.4m, we ceme ta A waterfall rt the mauth
of Yeungs Canyen, a mpjer side canyen
veering eoff te the L(NE}., There are gesd
carping svets in the nsres. The canyan
flser is csnstantly rhanzing due te the
frequent flash fleeds which sceur the
gtreambad, We cent. sur gradual ascent
up Dark ©anyen, winding sreund ceuntlese
herseshee bends & cevering twice as much
ereund as the crew wsuld fly,
that suddenly (in mest years) sur water
disappesrs bsneath the surface of the
gravelly streambed. After anether bm, we
pass the meuth ef Black Steer Canyen en
the E{S} &, after entaring the ¥anti-

La Sal N.F,., arrive at Weedenshee Canyen
(4m)(5,800'), nlse ceming in en the R(S),
Dark Sanyen has widened sut appreciably,
but its walls still tewer abeve us, We
are beginning te vick up Finyen/Juniper
weadland again, with Deuglas Fir grewing
en the N-facing canyen walls,
water, eorings cen be faund abeut Im up
Weeds=nshes Canyen, an the L(E) slepes,
cent. up Dark Canyen, alternately walking
en the R, than L szide o1 the creekbed.
abrubtly pick up 2 flew #f water again,
After 5,8 winding miles, we ceme te =
trail escending Trail Canven te the NE(L}
{6,520'), Bear R{5%), rcent'ing up Dark
Canyen. Pagg the meuth sf Peisen Canyen
on the L({NE) after 4.,3m, then Rig Canyen
en the R(W) after anether .7m, There is
an eld fenced cerral here & evidence eof
cew grazing, We are new walking en a
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Guard Statisn (1.8m) mt the edze of n

verdant mesdew, surreunded by Aspen grews,

(8,560"), There l= a water pump, F.S.
bldgs., & rn sutheuse hare,

Cent. N en Elk Ridge lm, turning R
{NE) at = read jet, (8,630'), Descend
gtemply off of Elk Ridge en this Jjesp rd.,
vassing § of Round Mtn.(8,550') en sur L
te a jct, in a saddle (2.9m)(7,660'),
Bear R(SE)}, then 5, climbing up a #teep
slepe te the "Reef &f the Recks"(8,120'),
s Fendsrssa Pins studded ridgeline.
bearing L(NT) at a read jct., we ceme ts
ansther jct.(3.2m)(8,040'), Turn R(®)
here & descend te Send Spring (eff te tha
L 50ft,), then traverse N areund the
Chippean Recks, seme limestene eutcrap-
vings, threugh nleassnt pine weeds,
tually we begin climbing up ente Little
Dry Yesa, past a F,S. =ign describing a
timber harvest, then descend te "The
Causeway”, a narrew ridgeline dividing N
& S watersheds. Just beyend this, we
arrive at a trallhead {(7.8m)(8,200'}.
Here we leave F,S5. Rd.#095 & take the
Skyline Trail (signed) which climbs up
ever the Abeje (Blue) Mtns,, traversing
the high ceuntry. We initislly climb
steeply up threugh Aspen ferest, past a
apring, te the ridgetep, then ascend

zently aleng & windswept ridge (nice view)

te 2 zaddle ju=mt NE of a knell (2.3m)
(6,800'}. New we begin climbing the spen
slepe te the NE, traversing SE acriss

We dimcever

If yeu need
We
We

Aftar

Even=-

3k
jmep rd. where vehicles have gzained
access inte the canyen, Al=e, Fenderocsa
Pine is bacoming mere fregquant, s sure
sign ef altitude (6,860')., In anether
i,2m Peavine Canyen branchee asuthwsard
(R), but we satay in Dark Canyen heading
SE threuszh tall =agebrush flats (indeed,
meme of the snze attains tree height
here), The jeep rd, becomes very rsugh,
& we paex & waterfall, Finally we ceme
te Hersme Fagture Canyen branching «ff te
the L{NE}, with a cabin, spring, & water
fall 50 yards further up Dark Canyen
(fellew the read ur sut ¢f the gully}.
This makes a geed carping area (2.4m)
(7,120"), We new leave Dark Canyen te
gain access te the Elk Ridge Flateau via
Herse Pasture Canyen. The trail in this
canyen is svergrewn with tall grees
{thiz is ene ef the few pastures that
hasn't been evergrazed by cattle) but
stick te the R(SE) side of it. After
1.2m, just past a small side canyen en
the R{SE), the trail mtarts switchback=-
ing up ente Elk Ridee Flateau in e Fend-
eresa Pine/Dauglas Fir ferest, It is
easy te follew here, Just befere at-
taining the mesz tep, we naas a traugh
spring in an Aspen greve, then climb up
te 8 pure Penderesr fsrest on the flat
pleteau, with Aspens here & there. We
reach a jeev rd. {1,9m} & cent. streight
bushwhacking .3m threugh the pine wesds
te the main Elk Ridge rd, (8,620').

Turn L{N) alsnz it & eclimb imparceptibly
threugh thick Fenderssa/Aspen wesds past
Duck Lake en the R(E} te Geeseberry

Lo
denme spruce/fir weeds. If yeu lese the
trail, which lg easy te de in these
meadews, just mske an ascending traverse
abeve the ravine en yeur R, & lecate the
trall by eventually intersecting the
ravine & walking up it te where the trail
enters the fersst en the spoesite, NW-
facing slene, Fellew the trall uv
threugh thick evergreen wesds (snew
patches lpat threugh late July here) te
a saddle {1.4m)(10,750') between Mt,
Linnseus {10,960') en sur R(SW} & Wenmt
¥Mtn, (11,023') te eur L(NE), This is
sur highest peint aleng the reute in
Utah. New traverse dewn acrees sven,
centesur-trenched, S~facing sleves.

Thess slepes were trenched te nref¥ent
further eresien & enceursge trse.grswth,
The fermer has succeeded but the latter
hasn't, Eventually we reach a trail jet.
en Jackesn Ridee (1,2m){10,250')} & cent,
straight (E), pleking up a Jeep rd, &
traversing the N eide ef Jacksen Ridge
threugh ferest te n jet. with F,S, Rd.
#0079 (1.4m)(9,700') in a saddle. Turn
L{N) dewn thie graded read, descending
threugh Asvens, then spruce/Tir te
Indian Cr., with ysar reund water (1.1m)
(9,130"), New mscend ur the spne=zite,
S-facing slepe, climbing gradually up te
sne maddle, ther the highest sne (10,3009
in 3.1m. Abaje Px.(11,360'), the highest
in the Abaje Mins,, ix Jjust SE ef us,
New we dascend NE dewn Nerth Canyen

epen slepes, cressing a ravine, & entering Threugh very plesmant spruce/fir & Aspen
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waads all the way te the veved Blue Min.-
Nerth Cr,.read (3m)(8,600'). Turn R(E) &
descend past the entrance te Blue Min.

Ski Area & Dalten Serings Cpgd. (s geed
camping area), leaving the Manti-le Sal
N.,F., te the tewn ef Nenticells, Utah
(5.6m)(7,060"), This small but thriving
ceunty seat bessts a library, swimming
facility, theatre, tewn park, & bank aleng
with the usual services (restaurants, P.Q,
metels, & stereas}, The Perest Service &
Bursau ef Land Managsment beth have
affices here, Thim tewn im alws the gZate-~
way fer trips inte Canysnlands Nat'l Park,
lecated just NW ef here.

When we are ready te leave this
psst »f clvizatien, preceed E sut ef tewn
en U.S.Hewy.#666, a very busy hagwy.. The
next stretch te Deve Cresk, Cesle, has very
little ts offer in the way ef scenery se
unless ysu are deing the entire trans-
centinental hike, yesu may wish te skip:
this seement. After walking 5.4m E en the
sheulders of this busy hgwy, (there i= a
restaurant ef seme interest absut 5m eut
of tewn en the R(S), Mrs. Hunt runs 1t
singlehandedly & serves meme excellent
dishes}), we have a cheice of reutes, We
ecan add 5.4m te sur reute & stay off the
hewy, by fellewing dirt farm reads, sr we
oan save 2 heurs by taking Hewy.#666 all
the way te Dsve Creek, Calerade. If we
opt fer the firet cheice, turn L(N} fer
.2m, then curve R(E) & walk dus B 5.8m,
New turn R(S) 2m te Hgwy.#666 (6,800') &
turn 90® due E & walk en this dirt rd.
5.2m te the Cslerade Siate Line., On the

sut-

uz
E'ern herizen we can ses seme of the
14,000' peaks in the Wilsen Mtns. in
Celerade, beckening ums snward, See the

Celerade reute descrintien fer a cen-
tinuatien ef the reute guide.



IV-COLORADO/NEW MEXICO
A-Utah St. Line-Ries, Colo,

Although the routs officislly begins
on the state line, the initial miles are
through farmland on a flat plateau of
little interest. Yhe town of Dove Creek,
Colo, makex a good st=rting point. From
here the route in this =ection crosses
the Dolores River juat S of a scenic
gorge, then climbe up onte a plateau in
the San Jumn N,F., After croasing the W,
Fork of the Dolores River, we climb up to
the highest elevations of our trans-con-
tinental trek before descending to the
flourishing mining town of Rico on the E.
Fork of the Dolores,

Prom the state line, just 1.8m N of
Hewy 666, cont., due E L.5m to a ;ct. with
St. Rt.#1l1, » paved road {(6,956'). Egnar
is 5,6m N of here & Hgwy. #5666 4,7m S,
Cont., straight for 1.7m, then turn S(R)
for Im, L(E) for .2m, then R(S) for i.lm
to Hgwy.#666 in the town of Dove Creek,
Colo, (6,840'), This town is the "Pinto
Bean Capitol of the World™ because of the
wany acres planted to this crop on this
high, flat platesau. There 1s & P,0.,
cafe. (Singing S=mm), store, & park in
this small community. Follow Hgwy.#666
through town 1.1m, then look for a dirt
rd, hemding due E just S of the Dove Creek
airstrip, Take a L{E) here & follow this
road generally E'ward on ELM lands clothed
in sorub osk. We enter San Juan N.F, am
we agcend up into m Fonderosa Pine tree
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ing R(E-SE) iw very vague- take the bet-
ter used road)., Cont, another 1.5m to a
ict. with a main P,5, dirt rd,, turning R

SE). Walk 1.6m along this wide rd. to
the "Salter Y* jot., turning L(NE)(8,162').
Proceed across mere open park-like pla-
teau, with good views E-NE of the Wilsen
Mtns., our first "l4'ers* of the journey.
Cont. threugh oak scrub, sage, & occa-
eional Panderoms/Aspen groves. We tem-
porarily leave San Jusn N,F,, with mere
good views of the high country te the NE.
After circumventihg Flateeu Cr. Canyon to
the S & crossing Platsau Cr,, re-snter
San Juan N.F. & climb through scattered
Aspen groves to a major jct. (1om)(8,000",
Turn R?S) hare for .bm, then turn L(E) at
another jet.(8,034'), proceeding E, then
NE up Long Drew, Ascend gradually to a
shallow seddle (8,345'), then descend
steeply to Cottonwood Cr.(3.6m)(8,153'),
The HikeNation route in 1980 went L(N)
here but in the interest of hiking a
trail, vaeeing m svring/gusrd stetion, &
staying on F,S5, lend, we bear R(SE) &
shortly come upon Cottonwood Guard Sta. &
a spring on ovur L(NE)(,Bm}, Just past the
Guard Stm,, on the other slde of Mavreseso
Cr., plck up the Goble Trall on the L{NE).
Climb along the SE bank of Mavreeso Cr.,
ascending N away from the creek befors
peraging a epring & bresking into & meadow
& a Jeep trail jct. Just 5 of King Ranch
(2.5m)(8,900'), Turn R(E), then S to a Y
jet.(.5m). Bear L(SE) here, climbing
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forest & come to a Jot. at a usually dry
pond cslled Baird Reservolr (6.6m)
(7,630')., 'The dirt romd forking L(N)
leads J.3m to a very scenic overlook of
the Dolores River Canyon, which ie just
im to our NE here, We bear R(E), then
N, then curve E & finmlly 5 (7,721'),
deacending out of San Jimn N.F., We
reach a T jet, (6,4m)(6,850'), turn L(E)
for l.im, then bend S{R) for 2.%m to
enother T jet., with a dirt rd, branchirg
L(E) down 2 cenyon, Take this road 1.2m
down te a bridge over the Dolores River,
which may have a very swmall flow because
of & dam being built upstream & irri-
gation. (6,467'), There is a good swim-
ring hole just L(N) of here. After
crossing the river, cont., .5m to a jet.,
turning R{SW)}. Walk less than 10C ysrds
on this road, spotting a jeep rd. fork-
ing urhill to the L(SE). Take this
rough roesd, called the Ormiston Pt.
Stock Driveway besause cattle sre-driven
along it in the svrring & fall, stesply
upward ag it climbs .Bm to a gate & San
Juan N.F., Here the rosd levels off on
top of Ormisten Pt,(7,100'), proceeding
through Pinyon/Juniper woods, then
bresking out inte cpen cow pastures,
Amcend gradu=lly, entering the Fonderoaa
belt & Tinally reaching m jet., (7.3m)
(8,230'), Bear R(SE) through & meadow
surrounded by Quaking Aspens, Descend
slightly, cromsing the hemnd of Cabin
Canyon, then arrive at snother jet, ' .:.
{(.5m)(8,220'), Bear L(E) for .6m, then
bear L(NE} mewin at a Y jot.(romd fork-
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steeply up to 2 saddle in an Aspen grove
just SW of Nipple Mtn,(,8m}{9,300').
Cont, down the E'arn side on the jeep
trall, etill shown on the map ae the
*Goble Trail". Follow it around to the
N through Hooray Flats. The route be-
comes very vague on the far (N} side of
this meadow. If you lose it, descend N
through dense Spruce/Fir forest to Goble
Cr. & pick up again on the S eide of the
creek near a gmall reserveir, Proceed E
down Goble Cr. in Aspen & Spruce/Fir to
the treilhead at the main F.5, rd, alon,
the W. Fork, Dolores River valley (2.9m?
(7,972*). Turn L(NE) & walk mlcng thie
wide dirt rd. for ,8m before arriving at
a picnic area & road branching R(NE) on
2 bridge across the river (7,950'),
After crosesing the bridge, we have a
choice of routes. We can either save
miles but risk getting lost by taking
the trail which begine on the R(E} side
of the rosd just past the bridge, or we
can play i1t safe & take the road, which
meanders & lot more but itmkes us to the
same place. If we opt for the road,
follow ite long switchbacks upward thru
Agpens & then evergreens, eventually
reaching a gwitchback on Stoner Mesa
Ridge (ém)(9,800'), juet SW of Twin
Spring. Cont, snother .23m to this spring
(signed & on the R(E), downhill) & our
trailhead (9,940').

Por those who rrefer to teke the
trail, which ls emsy to lose in verious:



cow meadowa, take it up along Deer Cr.,

crossing the road, & arriving et the mead-

owe where the trall tread becomes diffi-
cult to follow.

fas gide of the meadow. Cross the road a
2nd time, cont'ing uphill through Aspens
giving way to the Spruce/Pir forests of
tha higher elevations., Cross the road a
3rd & hth time before arriving at s final
crossing & Twin Spring & our real trail-
head (the construction of the road has
had an adverse impact on the trail up to
this point){3m)(9,540*).
Cont'ing up from Twin Spring on the

R(E) side of the road, where a sign

inta the way, we climb initially on a
E:d jeep trall, Upon reaching the end of
the newly constructed road, which has
pwitchbacked one last time to this locae
tion, wa pick up the Eagle Peak Trail,
We now make a long & steady sscent slong

the ridge:-W of Eagle Peak (12,113'), with.

some impreseive cliffe on our L{N} & good
viewe to the N of the 14,000*' pelks in
the Wilson Mins..
through some alpine meadows where sheep
graze during the summer, we climb above
timberline-on the S shoulder of ®agle Pk,
& reach the highest slevation so far of
the transcontinental walk, 11,800° {5,4m).
Now we traverse above timberline over to
a trall jet, in a saddle just S of Calice
Pk.(12,026"), the prominently tinted mtn,
to our N (.Bm){11,750'), Take the truil
going E(straight) down into Horse Cr. to
Ricos do not turn L{N) or R(S) along the
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Ridge to the ME are the most prominent),
proceed R(S), then SE along the ridge.
The trail dieappears in the meadows here,
but if you stick to the L(N) of the crest
you'll be o0.k.. After 1.S5m, we reach a
ieep rd. in a saddle iust W of Hermosa Pk

11,580'}). Turn L(NE) along this jeep
rd., ekirting the N side of Hermosa Pk.,
which looks like a giant rockpile., Juset
after a switchback, take a faint trail
forking R(E) off the jeep rd. through
alpine meadows (1.4m), Cont. along this
rather vague trail 1.4m to & jet., with
the same jeep rd. iust N of Bolam Pess
(11,340'), Turn R
golng over the pass & descending down to

a small lake surrounded by meadows (11,093)major side canyon.
Now we des-

which is & good camping area,
cend E down to a road jet. at the old
Graysill Mine with many old bldg's, &
bear L{NE)(1.2m). Cross Hermoss Cr., &
traverse the steep walls on the other
eide, being careful to bear L{S) uphill
on & jeep rd.. Follow this Jeep rd. up
through forest, belng careful cnce again
to turn NE when you climb above timber-
line in a grassy meadow, The trail is
obgcure & hard to follow, B0 pay close
attention to the description. Proceed NE
up through the meadow to the ridgetop,
dropping down the other side slightly.
There are good views of cone-shaped Engi-
neer Mtn. to the E with the “"Needles" in
the distance behind it. One can also
meke out the la Plata (mpanish for

Follow it as besat mas- pos-
gible, looking far blazes on trees at the-

Eventually, after going

S) along this jeep rd.,

&
ridge, After descending ateeply for Im,
we reach a jeep rd, leaging up to some
ecabins mcross the creek & cont. L down
to pavad S5t. Rt.#F145 (.Bm}(9,020').
Turn R{S) & walk 1,5m into the mining
town of Rico (8,800°'), which has lodg-
ing, showera, a cafe, store, & P.0.,
This area of Colorado high in the San
Jusn Min, Range lg dotted everywhere
with mines, mostly abandoned but-quite-
a few working claims,

B=Rico=-Sillverton, Colo.

Although short, this section offers’
superlative scenery, a trail most of the
way, and is above timberline for a good
part of the way, It can be done over a
three day weekend with good mccess at
sither end. The trail is easy to follow
except above timberline in some of the
alpine meadows;

Take the Silver Cr, mining claim
accezss road up out of Rico & the Dolores
River Canyon,passing many mimd claims
& tailing piles. Cont. E on a Jeep rd.
following the N side of the stream until
you get to the signed trailhead (2.7m)
{9,840').on the L(N) side of the road.
We begin cliimbing steeply on a good
trail up the northern walls of the steep
glacial canyon of Silver Cr,, in denss
Spruce/Fir timber. After about 2.5m, we
reach a saddle on top of the ridge at
timberline (11,620'). After soaking in
the 360° panorama (the Wileson Mtnas. to
our N & the 13,000' peaks of Sliderock

*silver®) Mtns. to the distant S.
Eventually we reach a jct, wlth a jeep
rd.(1.7m)(11,840*)}. This saddle area is
at the head of Grayeill Cr., draining R
(E). Descend S-facing slopes on a trail,
looking closely for a trail forking L
{(NE), Do not descend Graysill Cr. but
begin traveraing N along the E-facing
slopes of Sliderock Ridge. This is the
Rico-Silverton Trail, If in doubt about
the above, Follow the jeep rd, NE to a
saddle between Sliderock Ridge & an out-
lying knoll to the SE (11,952'), then
bushwhack down to the N-NE until you hit
the trail. Traverse the mostly steep
slopes above Cascade Cr., croesing one
After walking mcrose
some talus slopes, we descend through
meadows & woods & cross Cascade Cr. be-
tween two waterfalls {(4m)(10,800°), Now
we make an ascending traverse up the
canyon walls on the other elde, event-
ually breaking cut onto flat meadows
grazed by fiocke of sheep in gummer, near
timberline. The high saddle toc the E-NE
of us ils the one we are climbing towards;
keep an sye on it in caase you lcee the
trail in one of the meadows, A trail can
be seen climbing the last 250* of the
slopes below this notch, which we et our
sighte towards. After much toll, we
reach the hlghest pt. yet on the route,
12,500 (2.5m), It ie usually very windy
& cold on this saddle, Bo we hurry our
pleture-taking & reholst our packs. The



9
N side of this pass is usually under snow,
except in late summer-early fall. We are
surrounded by 13,000 peaks here in the

10
GuSilverton«Wclf Cr, Pass

Thies néxt section offers what is

heart of the San Juan Mtns, of SW Colorado, perhaps the finest scenery of the entire

We waste little time in descending down

transcontinental walk., It is a skyline

into the 5 Fork, Mineral Cr. VYalley, reads route along the Continental Divide

ing timberline again after leveling off

in an alpine meadow named "South Fark™.

We note a sign reading "Rico-5ilverton
Trail* on & tree & come to a jeep rd. be-
fors bresking out of the woods again in a
large meadow. We pass the Pandorz Mine on
our L{W), with ite huge tailing piles in-
dicating that large amounts of ore were
sought after here. Cont. on the jeep rd.,
descending more Btaeplx down to the So.
Mineral Cpgd. (5m)(9,840*'). Cont. des-
cending the S Pork of Mineral Cr., now on
a wide, well graded F.S. dirt rd. 4.4m to
the jet. with U.S. Hgwy.#550, the "Million
Dollar Hgwy." between Ouray & Durango,
Colo.,. Now walk R(SE) another 1.9m to St.
Rt.#110, which we follow L(NE) .5m to
downtown Silverton, Colo,(9,305'). S5il-
verton is a sizable o0ld mining town which
has experienced an scomomic boom due to
the Durango-3llverton Narrow Guage RR,
among other things, which bring a lot of
tourist dollars into the local economy.
There are shops galore, as well as numer-
ous restaurants & motels plus all the
usual services, The town is well worth
checking out, & the trip to Durango on the
trzin is well worth it through the breath-

taki Las Animas River Gorge, if you can
get tickets! Silverton ie the end of this
section. ‘ o

11

trail forking L(NE) uphill & another fork-.

ing R(SE) acroass Deer Park Cr. to & mine,
We cont. ascending up through forest, then
break out into a meadow & level off tem-
porarily, Cont, gteeply up the Deer Park
Trail all the way to a saddle (13,140')
Just N of whitehead Pk,(13,260'}{3m), the
highpoint of the entire transcontinental
journey. After resting our weary limbs &
lungs In the rarified air, descend to ano-
ther saddle (12,780') & & jet. with a
trall leading 5 to the Whitehead Trail.
Cont. L{E} .im to another ject. with a
trail leading L(NE) to the Highland Mary
Lakes area, where we fork R{E) & descend
to Verde lakes (1.4m)(12,200*), Do not
take the trail heading NE betwesn the
lakes on the N slde, rather walk to the
far (SE) shore of the larger lake & pick
up a trail on a saddle climbing E, then
NE up to the Continental Divide Trail
(CDT?(I.Bm)(lz 600').

Cont, R(Ss on the CDT, croesing vast
expanses of tundra (shesp are permitted
to graze here in the summer). We are now
in the Weminuche Wilderneas, the largest
W.A. in Colorado which straddles the
Continental Divide for the next 85m or so.
Before cont'ing with a deacription of
this fabulous routs, I will describe the
other two cptlona for arriving at the
Divide,

The second option, which 1s very rug-
ged & involves much altitude gain & loss,

through the Weminuche Wildearness Area
which attains high elevations early &
staye high {over 10,500') for ite entire
length, Except for the initial climb
out of Silverton, we will be using the
Continental Divide Nat'l Scenic Trail
corridor for the entire length of thie
section,

We have several options to consider
for gur initial climb up to the Divide.
The 17"& most ecenic one has not been
scouted but ofﬁers a fairly depsndable
route, The 2N¢, although 1t has been
scouted (it wae uased by the bulk of the
1980 HikxaNation group) & is highly scenic,
involves an inordinate amowunt of climbing
& descending, The third fellows roads
most of the way & is the gentlest. I
will deacribe the former first.

In Silverton, find the *"Deer Fark
Trail® trailhead just N of where Idaho
Gulch comes in to the Animas River (.5m
from R{.#110). M¥ake an ascending tra-
verse S across Kendall Min's W-facing
slopea, then curve E into Kendall Guleh
& a trall jct. (2m){10,680°'), Bear RE),
cont'ing on the Deer Park Trail, cross
Kendall Gulch, & traverse over to Deer
Park Cr. & another trail jet. (.Bm)
(10,920'), The Deer Park Trail bears off
to the L(E) & we follow it, ignoring a
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ing mining basin, We leave town walking
NE on St.Rt.#110 to Arrasire.Cr. Canyon
(2.2m), where a dirt jéep rd. on our R
{SE) deecends just opposite from some
tailing ponds & a mill on the other side
of the hgwy.. After descending .2m, we
crose the Animas River & begin ascending
the jeep rd,. Aifter .6m, take the L(E}
fork branching uphill, then in another
+4m, take another L{N) uphill fork &
begin climbing steeply in denae spruce/
fir woods out of the Arrastre Cr. basin.
Relice of the recently active mining
activity here ars everywhere processing
plante, aerial tramways (used to bring
the ore down from the mines}, & of course
the mines themselves up whers the
ors was extracted, FTtUElly, after a
very steep climb, we ascend above timber-
line into Little Glant Basin where the
Big Giant Mine used to operate (it is
now dilapidated & beginning to crumbie)
(1.8m)(11,450'), Cont. climbing on the
L(NE) aide of the basin, negotiating a
Ewltchback & ascending steeply towards
the 2nd, nigher basin, Just bsfors gain-
ing the rim of this basin, lock closely
for a trail branching off to the L(SE}
uphlll; if you miss it & arrive at the
shore of a milky-white glacial lake in
the baein, you'll have to bushwhack back
up to the trail after the mining rd.
enda. After a very steep traverse on a
Taint trall acress the SW-facing slopee

1z very scenic & goes through an intereet-of King Soloman Min,, we finally top out
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at a saddle between that mtn, & Little
Glant Pk. to the SW (1.4m)(12,950"}),
Those who are substantially unacclimated
will be breathless & perhaps sven nau-
gecus at thlks high altitude, which 1s the
highest point on the entire HikaNation
routs, unless one has the habit of engag-
ing in "peakbagging® along the way, We
cont. our roller coaster ride by descend-
ing very steeply through Dives Basin past
the Shenandosh Mine down into Cunningham
Gulch. After a 2.2m drop & a loss of
2,500', we level off in thia U-shaped
glacial valley. After crossing the
stream, we hit a dirt rd. & the third &
final option, which I will now describe.

If we elect to take the least rugged
route out of Silverton, follow St.Rt.
#110 NE out of town to Howardsville, a
gmall hamlet with an old mill (k.2m)
(5,670%), Turn R(SE) up Cunningham Gulch
& Cr. 3.3m to a jet. with the alternate
route described above (bear R(S) off the
majin rd. where it veera up & away from
Cunningham Gulch). Cont. another .4m to
the end of the graded rd, at a cascade on
Cunningham Cr. (10,450'). Prom here we
follow a jeep rd. which ewltchbacks up
around the casecade for ,3m, then cross
the creek (a difficult crossing) to a
aign reading "Continental Divide Trail®.
After a 2m climb on a good trail, we
reach the Continental Divide & the CDT
(signed) about 2m 5 of Stony Pasa (12,1407
Cont. R(S) above timberline & ascend
gradually, breaking out on a large, ex-
pansive plateau of alpine meadows &
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the top of a ridge {the Divide)(12,280')
before forking L(NE) & dropping to the
Twin Lakes (11,792') & a trail jet,
(2,4m), Turn R(SE) here & climb grad-
ually, then traverse above Ute Lake
(11 BE?'). the largest lake, to & jcit.
(1.&m)(11.9&0'). Bear R(SE) .2m to anot-
her jct.. The trail bdranching R(S) goes
to Flint Lake & Cr.. Bear L(SE) & elimb
steeply via switchbacks to a pase (.6m)
(12,400"). Now we begin traversing the
E gide of a ridge, bearing L(N) at the -
trall going R down into Rincon La Qea.
Now we descend E to & eaddle (1.8m)
{12,043'), Pick up a trail on the cther
side {may be hard to locate) ascending
via ewitchbacks, then makxing an ascending
traverse NE to a high saddle just S of
the Rio Grande Pyramid (13,821') & “The
Window", an impreeive wind gap in the
pinnacled ridge N of us (1l.1m){12,620"),
We now traverce NE above Rincon La Vaca,
bearing L(N) & cont‘ing on the CDT whers
a trall descends R(E) into this valley.
We pass & small lake on ocur L(W) & tra-
verse the alpine meadows below “The
Window® (a short side trip up to this
unusual wind-carved featurs would cdefi-
nitely be worth the enerzy sxpended) &
the Rio Grande Pyramid, the conical
shapsd peak on our L, Although not one
of Colorado'e 50-odd *14,000'ers”, it is
nsvertheless one of the highest & most
prominent along the Divide in this area
& with a summit view to match, If you
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following the treadway/rock cairns acroass
this expoeed & windy plateau, In 1,1m,
after passing a small, alpine tarn on our
R(W), we come to a jct. with the primary
route.

Cont, S5 on the CDT, croseing broad,
flat rounded hills above timberline
whare sheep are permitted to grare during
the summer. We are now in the Weminuche
Wilderness, the largest such area in the
state, whioh etraddles the Divide for the
next 85m or se, After 3m, we come to a
jet. with the popular Elk Cr. Trail,
which descends down to the Animas River
Gorge & the Durango-Silverton Narrow
Gauge RR, We-cont, 5'ward along the
ridge, then ascend steeplg up a rocky
face to the top (.5m)(12,850'), The view
of the awesome (CFe-Kdier) & Needle Ranges
to our SW is la¥gsIy Glocked by White
Dome, the peak immediately to our SW, but
the view ig neverthealeess spectacular.
Now we descend steeply L(E) past Kite
Lake to a jet. {1.im)(11,7106'), & turn
R{5) towarde Hunchback Fass. We climb
steeply 1m to this pass (12,493'), then
drop down the other side through & valley
in dense ghrubbery to a trall jet. (1.3m)
(11,600'){slgned). Bear L{E) uphill &
¢climb Nebo Cr. back up to the Divida
{1,6m)(12,460*), then descend across the
head of W Ute Cr. Canyon to W Ute Lake
(1,5m)(11,800*), the 18% of many lakes
by this name we will pass. After follow-
ing the NE shore, ascend over a saddle
{12,220') & drop to Middle Ute lake
{1.6m}(11,950"), Now we ascend almost to
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would like q;)climb thie relatively easy
"walke-up”, ISave the trail due E of 1t &
¢limb to a prominent saddie, then climb
its E'srn slopes, Cont'ing on the CDT,
weé traverse high above Rincon Ia Vaca to
the S & make a gradual descent across
the S-facing slopes of the Divide, den-
cending below timberline through a sparse
forest to Weminuche Pass (6m){10,640"),

a brosd, grassy N-5 valley bisscting the
Divide. The Rio Grande Reservoir is just
5m L(N) of us here. We turn R(5) & walk
along the trall until we are opposite the
place across the valley whers the N, Fork
los Pinos River flowe out into the valley,
& cross the valley here. The trail is
very hard to follow in thks overgrown
alpine meadow. Pick up the CDT on the
opprosite side, just N of whers the N,
Fork flows out. Follow the trail up
through dense fir over a spur ridge &
inte the narrow canyon of the N. Fork,
cont'ing to climb up the L(W) bank. At
length we reach a large meadow {good
canpaites here), crose the creek {3.6m)
{11,470'), & climb up through one last
grove of treea to the tundra on the
Divide (.7m)(11,940'). After descending
gently through a marahy area (11,720'},
we climb to another ridge (12,450*), des-
cend across a aaddles (12,050'), & climd
steeply up one mors mtn. just SW of
Squaw Lake (4m)(12,780'), We have besn
following the Divide almost to a T along
this stretch. Now we begin a 3-stage

-]
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descent along a ridge, down an escarmment,
& traverse one last slope down to the out
let of a lake juat R(S) of us (1.8m}
{(11,860'). 35till mabove timberline, we
now pags just NE of a spur ridge, wenve
through anether lake-studded meadow, then
ascend to the top of a spur rldge (12,080')
Now we descend past more lakes & enter
a spruce/fir forest agaln before reaching
a trail jet. at Squaw Pass (3m)(11,2:0'}.
Trails here lead N down Squaw Cr, to Rio
Grande Reg., & S to Hoseick Lake, Hosaick
¢r., & down Cimarrona Cr. to Williams Cr.
Res.. This im a good campeite with water
nearby,

We cont, on the CDT, heading N-NE on
an ascending traverse, sventuslly awitch-
backing above timberline again to a sad-
dle (12,400') on the Divide (2.2m). We
will now satay close to the top of the
Divide for quite awhile. Descend grad-
vally to a saddle (11,900') just NW of a
tarn, traverse N around a knoll to anothe
er saddle (12,140'), then traverse S over
a spur ridge (12,360') NW of Williame
Lake to another broad, flat saddle {3.2m)
(12,020"), just beyond which there is a
trail fork. The L fork leads down to
Trout Lake but we fork R(E) & begin tra-
versing a very steep &lops & coms to the
*Knife Edge™, & ridge so sharp it resem-

bles the blade of a knlfe, with a little
help from the We cross the
"blade” of the +550') & traverse

S through alpine meadows., Aftar passing
Cherokee Lake on the L{(E), we traverse
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Creaks, We cont, straight on the CDT,
skirting the meadow to the N & beginning
& long climd up 13,149 South River Pk..
Ascend up through dense timber to a sade
dle (11,900°') & trail gct.. where we take
the L(Ei fork {the R(S) fork goes down
the W, Fk., San Juan River; it's called
the Ralnbow Trail}. Ws cont. to eclimb,
new above timberline, up the steep 5
slopes of South River Pk,, finally gain-
ing a gaddle (12,800') just SE of the
peak {2.4m). Cont. E along the Divide
above timberline skirting to the S of &
knoll, dropping to a saddle, then tra-
versing up to the S spur of a mtn. befors
descending steaply via switchbacks & cont,
‘iIng along the Divide, which levels off
for awhile. Pinally wa switchback down
to another saddle (11,730'), traverse
around a knoll to our N, & come to anothe
er saddle., Now we climb up the ridge to
a trail jet. (5.1m){12,060'), where a
trall heads L(N} down to Goose Cr,., We
cont. straight along the ridge, passing a
trail heading S down Elk Cr. to Beaver Cn
& Meadow, Tinally traversing up the SW=
facing slopes of Sawtooth Min. to a sad-
dle {12,280') & another ?ct. (1.8m). In
1980 HikaNation turned L(N) away from the
Divide here & eventually deacended down
to the towns of South Pork & Del Norte.
From there, after crosping the San Luis
Yallay, it crossed the Sangre De Cristo
Range at Momca Pass & cont'd down the
Arkansas River Valley through E'ern Colo,

iB
gradually upward to the Divide agsain,
hers refarred to as the "Whales Backbone"
{3m){(11,860*). Por the next 4.4m we
walk right on top of the Divide, with
only slight daviations, Pirst we walk
S along rocky, sxposed above-timberlind
ridgetop, then fork L(E) at a trail
Jet. (the R(S) fork leads down to
Palisade Meadows), climb a knoll, &
descend E, then S5E below timberline
along the ridge. After 4.4m, as men-
tioned above, we reach a saddle & a
trail jet. (i1,540'), The trail to the
R(¥) leads down to the Middle Pk.,
Piedra River. In ancther .7m we pass
antther trail laading R(W) to the M, P,
Piedra River, & we turn in a more E'rly
direction & traverse the treeless, N-
facing slopee of the Divide to a saddle
1m N of Palomino Mtn., on a N-trending
ridge (3.2m){11,840'), The trail to
the L(N) goes down E, Trout Cr. but we
bear R(SE}, then L{SE) in another .8m
at & trail golng up Palomino Mtn.
{12,230% to the R(SW)}. Cont. down the
trall, passing below timberline slong
the ridge to a saddle, then traversing
N of a knob on our R on a very rocky
trail to ancther saddle S of Piedra Pk.
(12,328%), from whence we descend down
to the expansive nmeadow at Pledra Pass
{(2.,4m)(11,420*)., There ie a water
gauging station here & some old ague-
ducts. Tralle here lead N down Red Mtn,
Cr. to St.Hgwy.#149 in the Rlo Grande
River valley & S5 to Turkey & Fourmile
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& into Kansas, Howaver, & better route
was gcouted to the Oklahoma/New Mexico
boundary in August, 1981 & thiz has now
become the official route. Procesd R
(S), cont.'ing along the CDT. After
skirting the W side of Mt. Hope, de-
scend on switchbacks to Archuleta Lsake
(2.1m)(11,750'). Cont. S past Spotted
Lake on our R(W), over a spur ridge
(below timberline), around a tributary
of the S. Pk,, Rio Crande River, then
over another spur just R(W) of Spruce
Lakes & down to a meadow & trail Jet.
(3.5m)(11,280'). The L{E) fork heads
down the 3. Fk. Rio Grande but we ascend
R(S) back up to the Divide {11,520°').
Cont, E along the Divide through forests
& meadows, leave the Weminuche Wilder-
ness, & descend to Wolf Cr. Pass & U,S,
Hegwy.#160, a busy E-W route (S.5m)
(10,860*)., South Fork is 19.5m L(E) &
Pagosa Springs ia 23m R(W)} at the pass.
There are no facilities here at the end
of the sectlon,

DeWolf Cr. Paseg to Cumbres Pass

This final section in Colorado is
ncopy of the last-a high, mostly
abov mberline alpine walk., It goes
through a wild, rugged area in the S'ern
San Juans which has been proposed for
wilderness designation. Moat of it lies

along the Continental Divide Trail,
which een be hard to follow in some
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dows .

med Cont. S on the CDT, ascending first
on a trail, then a jeep trall, then a
trail once again, We climb above timber-
line (11,770%), then descand back down
into forest to a saddle (10,680°') just
above a lake in "Alberta Park® (4.7m).
Now traverae to the R(S) of a series of
knolls from saddle to saddle & come to
trail jct, in Silver Pass (2.3m)(10,600").
A trail leads R(SW) down to Silver Cr.
here. GCont, straight{S-SE) slong the
CDT, climbing up to & saddle above tim-
berline (11,780'}, then descending to
Bonito Pasa (2.2m5(11,259'). Cattles are
driven through hare in the spring & fallk
you will see svidence of thie. Cont.
along the CDT, alternately through woods
& meadows around timberline or slightly
above {(11,940'), until we reach Elwood
Pass (5.5m)(11,5630') & F.S5.Rd.#380, a
graded dirt rd.. The trail is difficult
to find in the meadows here, so follow
Rd.#380 SW across Iron Cr. for .2m, then,
where the road euts L(E), bushwhack u
the ridge straight ahead & turn W, climb-
ing up to the firmt knoll (11,974') on
this ridge (.5m). You should be able to
spot the trail to your SW climbing W be-
neath you, After climbing 1.6m we reach
a saddle; do not follow the jeep trall
W, rather, look for & resumption of traill
on the SE side of the saddle., Follow the
trail through alpine meadows, aacending
over a spur ridge,(12,450'), & drop to
another saddle %1.?m)(12.280'). Now
ascend the £ elopes of Montezuma PK.
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near a stream (1.8m)(11,520'). Take thg
L{S) fork again (the previous two trails
both descend down into the E. Fk.,

Cone jos River Canyon) & traverse on the
leval, then ascend steeply on switchbacks
to the top of a ridge (12,200'). After
crossing a meadow, descend steeply on a
traverse down into the Middle Fk.,

Cone jos River Valley. Just past a trail
joet. {we take the R(S) fork-do not de-
scend along the creek) we come to a
stream with a beautiful waterfall on the
R(W}{2.5m){11,360')., Traverss almosti
level acrosa this steep E-facing slope,
cross another small streamlet, then
climb steeply via switchbrcks S to the
Divide (2.3m¥(12,300'). Cont'ing our
roller coaster ride, we descend once more
E down a ridge, then cont. descending on
a traverae just NW of a emall lake to a
wooded saddle (1m)(11,530')}. A trail
forke downhill (SE) to the R towards this
lake, but, unless we need water, we climb
slightly, then traverse acroae wooded S5-
facling slopes tc a broad, shallow saddle
Jjust W of a larger lake (,9m)(11,540°'),
Cont. S5 through open meadows, then de-
scend steeply down to the inviting waters
of Blus Iake, the largzest lake we've seen
along the Divide (.7m}(11,463°). Therse
are several nlce campsites here, but be
prepared to share them with fishermen,
pack-trains, & huntere in season! Cont.
S along the W shore of the lake, reaching
a trail jet. at the S end, Bear R(S)
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{13,150') to ancther =maddle (12,600')
just SW of this peak {1m}. Cont. 5
along this high ridge right on the
Divide, reaching a saddle with a tarn &
an almost year-round snow pateh just N
of Summit Pk,.(13,300'), the highest
peak in the area & pretty lmpremasive
looking from the N & W (.9m)(12,450'}).
Now we traverse above a lake on our L
(E) & aBcend around the E shoulder of
Summit Pk, to some expansive alplne
maadows on 1ts much gentler SE slopes,
A climb to the top from here is easy,
with only 700' of sloping graeasy meadow
to ¢limb. The view from the top (which
has a flag on it) makes it worthwhile.
Cont. SW & descend towards a saddle,
taking a 1L{5) fork (2m) before reaching
it & descend stesply E'ward down into s
glaciated canyon (Adams Fk.,). After
im, look for & trall branching R(S)
across the creek-thle can be difficult
to spot (11,440'), Now traverme on N=
facing slopes to & wooded saddle (,7m)
{11,309'), Cont, traversing N-facing
eloper, keeping a close lookout for the
trall treadway & calrng, which can be
hard to ses in the meadows. Alter
crosging a gulch, ascend steeply on
switchbacks to a ridge (11,920'), then,
after descending slightly along it, tra-
verse 5 to a saddle (2m)(12,000°'), Tra-
verse S to another saddle, descending
slightly, then taking a R fork & cont. &
gradually descending treverse through
thick shrubbery. Cont. above the E, Fk,
Cone jog River Canyon to a trail jct.
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(don't cross the outlet!) & walk through
some meadows, then ascend up onto a pla.
teau & remain level until descending
gradually SE to a broad saddle (2.5m)
{11,550'). Now we ascend SE up & wood-
ed slops, breaking cut onto a large,
rolling plateau above timberline, &
follow the cairned trail (use caution-
it can be hard to follow) through the
meadows. Bear R{S) at a jet. with a
trall going SE to Green lake (if you
need water or a good campsite, take this
trail to Green lLake, rejolning our route
just N of Trall Lake), & climb up the
W slope of the wmin, on our L to a flat
saddle (3.5m)(12,280°). Now we descend
S to the ocutlet of large Trail Lake {(im}
(11,980'), which is just E of the lake,
Now we ascend slightly through very
rocky terrain along the E-Tacing slope
of the mtn. on ocur R{W), then make a
gradual, then ateeper descent all the
way down through meadowe before dropping
below tree-line, Descend in dense tim-
ber to a jct., taking the R(SE) fork
down to Dipping Lakes, a cluster of 4 or
5 lakes in a dengely wnoded, broad
saddle (3,5m)(11,230'}., We have now
left the Continental Divide, but are
still on the CDT, Good camping can be
had in this area.

After crossing the outlet from the
largest lake on our L(N), we ascend
steeply through spruce/fir on awitch-
backs, then break out once more onto &
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large, above timberline plateau. Wateh
closely for cairns, posts, & the trail
treadway, which one can lose sasily in
these meadows, The trail curves SE, then
S, climbing gradually up to the top of a
mtn, ('Flat"§(12.18?'). with splendid
viewg of the Chama River gorge, Banded
Fk., & Chama Pk. to the W & more high
plateaus to the E (4.5m), We now begin
a long, continuous descent to Cumbres
Pags, mostly gradual. After descending
the ridge 5 for 2.6m, we leave it at a
gaddle & descend through heavy timber,
Eventually we come out in a meadow, &
rick up & jeep trail on the opposite side.
Bear L at the 18t ject., then R(downhill)
&t a 2nd jet.,. After 5.?m. we reach
Cumbres Pass & St.Hawy.#17 (10,000°),
Chama, New Mexico is 13.35m R{SwW) &
Antonito, Colo, is 35m L(E}). There are
no facilities here at the pass, except a
museur for tourists who ride the famous
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic, narrow gauge RR,
which operates through here. Thie ie the
end of tha section, just 2m N of the New
Mexico state line,

E-Cumbres Pass to San Cristobal (St.Rt#3)

In this section we snter New Mexico,
traverse & high plateau, then descend the
San Antonio River to some high sagebrush
plains. From here we ascend into Pine/
Fir forest on Tusas Ridge before leaving
Carson N.F., & descending to U.S, Y.
#285 gt Tres Piedras, After croseing the
brosd Rie Grande valley, we descend into
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once grew hers, The routs ahead can be
a very exposed one, particularly in
stormy weather, Climb steeply SE, then
mors gradually S along the ridge to a
summlt (10,840'), then descend to another
saddle (10,740') where a ?eep rd, (7.5,
Rd.#87) comes in on the R{W)(3m), A lake
with potential campsites (dublous water
quality) lies 120' down to the L{E) here.
Cont., 5 along the Jjeep rd., which is now
open to vehleular traffic, climbing to
another summit (10,962') with far reacha
ing views but very exposed to the slemants
because of the lack of groumd cover. Now
we descend off the R(W)} side of the ridge
across a saddle to an evergreen forest
once again. Drop steeply through the
trees to a forested saddle (2.8m){10,630').
Here the road descenda 5 off the W side
of the ridee but we pick up a blazed
trail on the L(E). I mrifHto spot
but there ars occaslonal vIaYés on the
trees. Follow the trail gradually up-
ward through dense sprucs/fir, ovar many
blowdowns & a few switchbacks past a
rockslide on our R{SW) to a large meadow
on top of the flat ridge. Follow the
fencepostas through this meadow (the trail
is hard to follow), picking up the trail
onn the far side, just L{N) of the fence-

posts. Follow the trail aleng the marrow-
ing ridge, passing above some bluffs on
our R(S) overlooking the Lagunitas Guard

Station area, Descend on a few awitche
backs to a cpgd. with picnic tavles &
restrooms (1.6m)(10,530*), Follow the
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the Rio Grande River Gorge, which has
been designated a Wild & Scenic River
in thie eanyon. After crossing on a
bridge, we ascend to St.Rt.#7 & the
village of San Cristobal,

walk L(SE) along St.Hgwy.#17 for
t1.8m, then bear R(E} off the hgwy. onte
a dirt rd,(F.S., R4.#87), just past the
point where the hgwy. turne NE. Descend
& cross Cumbres & Arkansas Or's, then
ascend up into Apache Cr, Canyon & come
to & F.S. sign (Carson N,F.) marking
the Colorado-New Mexico state line,
There ie a fence along the boundary
here (2.3m)(9,860'}, Cont. climbing,
niow in Carmacn N.F., then descend &
croas Apache Cr. (9,920'), Climb
steeply NE, then S on a ridgetop, then
descend L{E) past two small lukes &
cross ancther stream. Now climbd steeply
once more in woods up a ravine to a
wide, cleared saddle & a jct. (2,1m)
(10,380*). Bear L(E) onto another jeep
rd., (still on P.S. R4.#87) & begin
ascending, entering foreat, then sur-
mounting a flat plateau (10,640'),
Curve SE & gradually deacend to a saddle
& a jot., with a jeep trail open only to
hikers & snowmobiles on snow (3,5m)
{10,388'). F.S. R4.#87 desceads S here
but we cont., siraight hers & ascend
steeply SE on this restricted road.
All the timber on these hlgh plateaus
is strangely absent, though we are still
1,000" below timberline. Apparently
fires & clearing for grating has taken
cars of the spruce/fir forsst which
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accass road from here down a ridge to
P.S. RA#87 (+5m)(10,360%). We turn L
(E-NE) here, climbing over a saddle &
descending a long bench to another sade
die {10,110'} & cont.’ing over a hill
to poad jet. (1.6m)(10,155'), Take the
Jeep rd, branching R(S), leaving F,S,
R, #87. Cont, on a gradual descent
past Aspen groves & then a steeper one
down a gulch to the San Antonio River
Valley {3m)(9,250'), where the jeep rd.
ends & we pick up a trail, Descend
this valley, alternately walking on
both sldes of the cresk & eventually
pleking up & jeep rd. which stays on
the R(5) side. After walking past a
trail sign & many subsequent cow mead-
ows, we reach a road ject. (4,.5m)(B,940').
Turn L(NE) onto another jesp rd. (F,S,
Rd.#93), cross the atream, & cont, 1.9m
to a Jet. once more with Rd.#87, coming
down from the L(N}(8,872')., Although
still quite higzh, this area liea in the
rain shadow of the S‘*ern San Juan Mtns,
& ig too dry to support forests, hence
we find sagebrush to be the dominant
plant. Walk on down the valley, bearing
R(S) after 1.2m, croesing the streanm
again, climbing over a saddle, descending
into a gully, then climbling up to ano-
ther saddle & a road jet., (2.1m)(8,920*)
San Antonio Mtn. (10,908') is the vol-
canoes~-shapad mtn, dus E of us, Turn R
(S) here towards Cisneros Park on F.S.
RA.#133. Stay on the main rd., lgnoring
side roads, & ascend up through Montoya
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Canyon, through occasional spruce/fir &
Asggn trees, to a saddle (4.2m){9,489*).
Now descend slightly down another gulch,
sventually coming to Cisnsros Park, a
large open area of sage-covered slopes.
Now we ascend S to a wooded saddle (9,352')
& a Jjot. on Tusas Ridge (2.9m). The main
rd., goes R{W) here, descendi to 1.5,
Hegwy.#64 in 3.4m (Beehive Spring is .Sm
down this road, if you are in bad need of
water). We cont. straight(S) down Tusas
Ridge on a jeep rd, {(F.S. Rd.#167), in
spruce/fir & occasional Aspen woods,
1.5m (9,460') we come to a graded dirt
rd. (F.S. Rd,#21) hendlnﬁ R(S) down
Canada Biscara to Hgwy,#54; we cont., L(E)
on our jeep rd.. After another 1.8m of
mostly level rldge walkirng with some
miner up's & downs, we reach & ieap rd,
(F.5. Rd.#576) branching L(NE) into Mule
Canyon (9,536'). Cont. walking along
Tusas Ridge (5-5E), descending gradually
through mors open country & coming to the
Coyote Canyon Rd. (F.S. Rd.#83) in 3.7m
{9,260'). Bear R(SE) & cont. along Tusas
Ridge another 1.7m to the Esquibel Canyon
turneff (9,150'), Bear L(E) on this jeep
rd. & descend through Ponderosa Pine,
then open meadows into Esquibel Canyon,
descending thie canyon all the way to
U.S. Hewy.#285 (5.3m)(8.169'a. Turn R(S}
along the hgwy., & proceed 2.4m to U.S.
Hewy.#64 & the small community of Tres
Fiedras (8,120'), There is a cafe & gas
gtation & P.0. here, but that's about it,
We lgave Carson N.F, here.

with the high peaks of the Sangre De

In
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through the Sangre De Criste Range & over
the highest point in New Mexico (Wheeler

Fk.-13,161*}, alao traverses the last
mtn. range before hitting the high
plateau of the Great Plains. After cross-
ing the Moreno Valley via the town of
Eagle Nest, we follow the Cimarron River
Canyon through the Cimarron Range, pass-
ing just N of the Philmont Scout Ranch
(this is a private reserve belonging to
the Boy Scouts of Americm; do not enter
without a permit) before arriving in the
sizable town of Cimarrom, N.M..

After a last purchase of civilized
food, cont. N another ,2m to0 a dirt rd.
turning R(E), % follow this road past
scattered houses in the valley to a 3-way
fork., Take the middle fork & cont, up a
ridge to the L(N) of San Cristobal Cr. in
a Pinyen forest, ignoring forks to the 1
& R. 5tay on the rim N of the valley,
until finally our road descends R{(E) down
into the etream depression at the mouth
of San Criatobal Canyon (2.8m)(8,160'),
There is a small camping area here by the
sparkllng stream. Cont. up the jeep rd,
(F.5, Rd,#111) another .2m to our trail-
head & a sign reading "Lobo Pk, Trail”
(8,240*), We now begin to climb up this
canyon into the Sangre De Cristo Range,

a major Rocky Mtn, system chain running

from central Coleo. to northern New Mexico,

some 350m long. It is a beautiful walk

up this canyon, through beautiful forests
Douglas Fir, Aspen, & eventually the
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Cristo Range beckoning us onward, we
turn L(E) ontc U.S. Hgwy.#64 & begin
croesing the immense valley of the Rlo
Grande Rlver. walk on the shoulderz of
this busy hgwy. 10.3m to the Arroyo
Hondo turnoff, a dirt rd. (7.380‘{.
Bear L(E) onto this rd. & walk along it
through rolling sagebrush flats tc the
rim of the spectacular Ric Grande River
Gorge, Our roed descende down into the
gorge on hairpin awitchbacks to the
Dunn Bridge {7.4m)(5,480'}, crosses
this major drainage, then proceeds up
the Arroyo Hondo side canyon on the
other side to a joct. (im)(6,781°), The
road switchbacks around to the W but we
bear L{(E) & cont. up the Arroyo Hondo
valley past fields & adobe houses
through the amall community of Arroyo
Hondo to St.Hgwy.#3 {1,5m)(6,813'). Now
we turn L{N} on Hgwy.#3 & walk 3.1m up
over a ridge in Pinyon/Juniper woodland
to a dirt rd. (F.S. Rd.#7) branching R
(NE), now in Carson N.F. again (7,274').
The sign here reads "San Cristowal”,
Bear L{NE) downhill after .7m (the road
ahead leads to the Univ., of New Mexico's
Lawrence Ranch & Kiowa Yillage) & come
to the P.0. & store in the village of
San Cristobal (.5m)(7,300°) on the L
after crossing San Cristobal Cr.,. This
gaction ende here at this convenlent
supply point.

P-San Cristobal to Cimarron
This rugged section, which takse us

32
typical spruce/fir alpine forest. The
trall eventually starts switchbacking
above the canyon floor on the N side,
returne to lt, then switchbacks up the S
side. When you come to a meadow, where
the trall, as usual, tends to disappear,
always look for blazes on the trees at
the far end as well as rock cairna,
Eventually we come to one last mesadow,
mostly on the L{N) eide cof the creek
Jjust before the final ridge (10.440'5.
When Ed Deschesne & I scouted this in
August 1981, we failed to find any sign
of the trail after much searching. Sup-
posedly it switchbacks up through dense
woode (fir/spruce) R(S) of the open
hilleide on our I(N), to the L{N) of the
main creek. If you fail to find it, set
your eights on the maddle dus E atop the
ridge (11,580'){4.5m)}. Cont, R(S) along
the ridge on the trail (watch for blazes
on the irees) through heavy timber,
climbing up above timberline on ths sum-
mit of Lobo Pk, (12,115') to a trail
ict. Just S-5W of the high pt. (l.4m)

12,000'), Bear L(NE) & alternately
descend & ascend along the ridee trail,
reaching the Itallanos Canyon Trail jct.
in 1.3n (11,400'), Cont. L{NE) along
the ridge trail (etill Trail #57), tra-
versing S of three knolls, then climbing
gteeply straight up the highest one
(11,850') before descending even more
steeply down to a saddle (2m)(11,175°').
Trails branch N & S here down to Co-
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lumbine Cr./Cpgd. & St.Rt.#230 in Rio
Hondo Canyon respectively., Cont. aleong
the ridge, traversing 5 of two knolls
{the trail branching N on the 2nd one
goes down to Columbine Cr.), then climb-
ing a third (the treil branching S on
this ascent goes down Gavilan Canyon to
Ric Hondo Canyon) in woods to the top
{(2m)(12,217*), now above timberline,
Turn N & descend, then walk level along
the ridge above timberline in alpine
meadows to a saddle, then climb steeply
once more up another ridge to a trail
jet, (1.1m){12,220'). Bear R, curving
SE, then S & descending through alpine
meadows, past the Gold Hill trail jet.
through a series of cow meadows, We
level off temporarily in spruce/fir woods
before descending on switchbacks to a
saddle & a wide dirt rd, (2.6m)(10,860'),
Cross the rd. just SW of & polluted cow
pond & ascend generally SE on a Jeep rd.
through a cut-over area, then in forest,
bearing L{uphill)} at a fork & reaching a
saddle {1.im}{11,500'), Here is the
trailhead & a sign welcoming us tc the
Wheeler Fk, Wilderness, Although small
by western wildernese standards (20,000
acres), 1t protects New Mexlco's highest
mountain., Cont. climbing S en trail
above timberline atop a ridge, eventually
coming to a saddle where the trail des~
cends to the L{SE) off the ridge inte
the forested head of the Middle Fk., Red
River valley {(1.7m)(11,740'), This 15 a
good, protected camping area with a year-
round stream, the first good water we've

traverse down the S & side of a mtn,,
pass an old sign indicZting that Indian
lands lie behind us, & cont. descending
through mostly open then sparsely
wooded ones to a jeel trafi., The trail
can be hard to fcllow here, 80 be alert

& on a constant lookout for the tread-
way & blazes. It eventually switchbacks
back to the SE & hits the above-mentioned
Jjeep trail. Cont. down this jeep trail
to a dirt rd. just SW of a broad, flat
saddle (2.2m)(11,062*),

Here we have @ choice of routes.

The route scouted in 1981 encountered a
locked gate at the bottom of the road
near Idlewild, after descending through
an Indlan Land Grant on what was thought
to be a public road. It is possible, but
much longer, to turn L(NE) here .Zm to
the Sawmill Park jeep trail (F.S5. Trail
#55) & descend N along this 13m to Hgwy.,
#38 & the town of Red River, then follow
this hgwy, R(E) 19m to the town of Eagle
Nest, However, if we uge the road as a
right-of-way & Qo not camp anywhere be-
tween here & Idlewild, there is nothing
illegal about our pacsage. The fence ls
down in the vicinity of the locked gatas,
implying that the gate is there primarily
to block access by vehicles,

Turn R{S) downhill & follow the jeep
rd. down through heavily timbered, then
more open {cut-over) slopes through the
various vegetational zones. Ignore all
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into a Bristleconse Piorest as we

seen since San Cristobal Cr.. Drink
your fill & carry plenty with you. Now
we begin the final pueh up Wheeler Fk.,
8till looming almost 1,500°' above us.
Switchback up through woods, then above
timberline on long, steady switchbecks
which eventually get us to the top of
the ridge., Now walk S, ascending one
knoll, then another (Mt. Walter-13,133')
until finally we arrive at wheeler Fk,,
iust off the trall on the R(W)(2.3m)
13,161'). There ie a cemented rock
pile with a large metal cylinder & a
rlaque honoring George Wheeler, a sur-
veyor of these SW'ern lande. A register
is inside the metal cylinder. The views
are far-reaching, with Colo. viaible to
the N. When ready to leave this lofty
& exposed perch, cont. 3 along the ridge
trail (do not take the trail descending
L{E) at the saddle juat beyond). The
Taos Indian Reservation lies just to the
S of us & we must be careful net to
tresspags on Indian lands. We make a
descending traverse eround the SW side
of 01d Mike Pk.(13,113*) befdre temp-
crarily entering Indian lands on this
reaks S ridge, where a gign ndviees us
to stay on the trail. Traverse L(NE),
then deecend on long switchbacks, walk-
ing on what was formerly a mine access
peth, to a saddle (1.8m){12,500'),
Cont, E along the S side of the ridge,
then turn N after rounding a spur ridge
& descend once more on long, wide
ewitchbacks to another saddle (1.5m)
(12,060'), We now drop below timberline

S 3
lesger logeging rd. spurs branching off
of the main rd.., Eventually we cross
the dam of a emall pond (good drinking
water at the inlet), level off, & walk
N through Ponderosa Pine flats to the
locked gate. Off to the R about 25°
the fence im down, providing a conve-
nient place to cross. After passing a
few cabing, we come to a meadow & road
Jet. In the resort community of Idlewild,

with many vacation cabins surrcunding
us (4,5m)(8,800'). Take a R(SE), then
another R{E) in .2m, then another R{E)
in .3m. Descend this road down past the

Idlewild real estate office & into
expantive Moreno Valley, dotted with
asge, to U.S5. Hgwy.#64. Turn L(E) onto
this busy hgwy. & come to the town of
Eagle Nest (2.7m){B,200'), with all
services, Eagle Nest Lake, the large
reservoir we saw coming down out of the
Sangre De Cristo'se, i just S of us,

We now walk E out of town on Hgwy.
#6U4, ascending to a emall ssddle (2m}
(B,440') & beginning a long, gradual
descent down through Cimarron Canyon.
Until anothsr rbute can be scoutsd, we
shall have to content curselves with
walking this paved, but highly scenic
stretech along the Cimarron River. First
we descend through the Cimarron Canyon
Wildlife Area, passing many cped.'s in
this scenic canyon atretch, before
leaving it where the canyon widens out
inte the valley & small community of
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Ute Park (8.6m)(7,413'). The canyon
narrows once agaln & we enter Philmont
Scout Ranch property (2.1m). Cont., des-
cending on Hegwy.#64 along Clmarron Cr,
through the Scout Ranch untll we even-
tually dreak out of the ever widening
canyon onto the flatlands & come to the
sizable town of Gimarron, which has all
services, & the jet. with St. Rt.#58
(10.6m)(6,414), A visit to the Scout
Ranch headquarters, S¢m S on St. Rt.#21,
would be an interesting side trip. This
is the U.S, Scouting Organization's ul-
timate adventure: a summer spent here
learning all the skills in the field
which the various ranks & merit badges
teach. This section ends hera.

G=Cimarron te Capulin

In thie section we are introduced
to & new style of walking: flat, & a new
physiographic province: the Great FPlains.
After crossing the Canadian River Valley,
hawever, we discover that the terrain has
not flattened out completely, as we tra-~
verse a highly volcanic area dotted with
many cone-nhaped mtns,, climaxed by the
almost perfectly symmetrical cone of
Capulin Mtn. in Capulin Nat'l Monument.

Staying on U.S5. Hgwy.#64, we walk
12.2m NE on this hgwy. to a point about
lm past the crossing of the Vermejo River
(water ysar-round but needs to be treated)
& the site of “Colfax™ on the map to St,
Rt.#505 (6,240'), Turn R(SE) here onto
this paved but much less busy road. We
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(11.8m){(7,256'}, Here we bear L(N} 2m
to St. Rt.#193, a graded dirt rd., &
cont. straight{N) on Rt.#193 2.5m to a T
jet. Just S5 of Mesa larga, the flat-top-
ped meese just N of us (7,120'),
(E}, then NE just N of prominent Horge-
shoe Crater, a volcanic cone, to the town
of Capulin & U,S, Hgwy.'s 64&87 (11.4m)
(6,840'), Just N of town off of St, Rt.
#325 is Capulin Nat'l Monument, which
protects Capulin Min.,, &n almost per-
Tectly symmetrical voleanos Thls mtn, is
unique among the many valcanic cones in
this area in that its soils have allowed
the growth of a dense foreet of Pinyon &
Juniper trees on the 35-40° slopes, which
suppert deer & other wildlife, A visit to
this monument & its visitor center is
well worth it. There ars no trails to
the top of the rim (a glaring oversight)
but the park road takes visltors on a
spiral to the crater's rim, whers thers
is a trail that circumnavigates the crater.

H-Capulin to Oklahoma St. Line

This last section in the “West" ia
mo8tly flat on high plateau landa, The
reliel duckles a little where we croms
Corrumpa Cr., then flattens out again
before we reasch Carrizoze Cr, & follow
ite ever deepening littls draw to the
D=y Cimarren River Valley & the southern
rim of Black Mesa, near the community of
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now walk 12m juet S of the Maxwell Nat'l
wildlife Refuge to a jot. just N of the
town of Maxwell {5,926') & turn R(5) ,8m
into Maxwell, which has a P.0., store,

& cafe {poasibly a motel}(5,931'),

We now cont, .2m (3 blocks) S, &
take a L(SE) fork (called Chico Rd.)
under I-25, a major N-S expressway, then
turn due E & cross the Canadian River,
arriving at a Jet. (1.2m), Here we turn
L(N) on the Tinaja Rd., immediately
turning R(E-NE) cnto Finon Rd.. Pollow
this wide, graded dirt rd, through
fielde & sagedrush plains S.9m to a Y
Jot., cont.'ing straight(L){E~NE), soon
curving N, then E-NE again to a cross-
roads jet., (1.7m)(6,273*'). Cont.
straight (E-NE), still on Pinon Rd..
Ascend Keppis Arroyec towsrds the Pinon
Hills, then curve NE & come to ancther
Y jet. (6.2m)}(6,576'). Bear R{NE),
cont.'ing to ascend gradually up Tinaja
Cr.. After turning SE away from the
creakbed to a saddle (6,890'), return
to the creekbed & a Bpring., Cont. wp
Tinaja Cr., with the Pinon Hills to the
S (the cone-shaped volcanic peak is Ras-
berry Mtn.) & large, treeless Laughlin
Pk. (8,B18') to the NE, Moat of the
volcanie mtns. in this area have not
been receptive to tree seedling ger-
mination, although grasses manage to
protect the soll from erosion. We begin
ekirting Laughlin Pk, to the S, with
the Pine Buttes almost dead ahead,
8lightly to our R. Now we curve NE over
a Baddle (7,500') & reach a 3I-way jct.

40

Kenton, (Ckla,

ead E out of town along Hgwy,'s
6&(:;%7. walking along its wide shoul-
der Ym to the small town of Des Moines
(6,650')(there is a roadside park a mile
¥ of town, at which you might camp if
you had to). There is & P.0., cafe’s,
& a store here. Cont, another 1.8m S-SE
along the hgwy. to our dirt rd. turnoff,
heading due E (6,530*). Walk dus B
5.7m, where our rd. bends SE, & cont.
another 1,9m to & jet. just N of
Wetherly lLake (5,026°*), The rd, heading
S hers crosses the lake's splllway. You
might want to tank up hers, just in case
Corrumpa Cr, dries up futther down-
stream {purify the water!). Cont. due
E for 6.4m, .7m past a rd, branching S,
to where we curve NE, We soon curve N,
then NE again to a gct. near a small
landing strip (1.2m)(5,797'}. Cont.
straight(NE) along a flat escarpment,
then descend down off this plateau &
cross Corrumpa Cr, {Sm){5,415'). There
should be water flowing here year-round,
but {ts quality is very suspect. Cont.
generally NE, then E another 3.1lm to a
Seway gct. (5,565*), Here we turn L
(dus N) onto St. Rt.#370 & in 2m come to
the small hamlet of Guy just S of
Carrizozo Cr. (5.,492'). Cont. N across
the tiny creek (spring fed, but may not
bs flowing here) & after .4m, where Rt.
#370 turna W, we cont. etraight{N),
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thean NW. Ascend over a slight hill, then
follow our graded rd. as it turns due E.
After &,m, the rd. bends 5-5E & we cone
to a backwards Y jct., just N of Carri-
zozo Cr.(.3m)(5,320'), Turn L(NE), a
1509 turn, onto this jeep rd. & follow it
along Carrizozo Cr. untll it veers N up
out of the draw (1m){5,280*). From here
on we will follow the ever deepening draw
of Carrizozo Cr., which, although trall-
leas & unscoutad, offers us the best .: -
route to the 0K St, Line near XKenton.
Begin walking downstream along the creek,
coming to a jeep rd. crossing after 2.4m
(5,190*), We cont, following the winding
creek through a deepening mini-canyon for
10m, where we pick up a jJeep rd. on the
L{N) bank (4,800')., PFollow this jeep rd.
down the ever widening valley to a jot.
with another iaep rd, coming E down Dry
Canyon (2,9m)(4,690'). Several canyons
come together here. Turn L(NE), coming
to ancther Jjeep rd, ict. shortly after
turning abrubtly Sw (1.6m){4,650'). Bear
L(E) & cont. down Carrizozo Cr. to a Y
jet, (2m){4,600"), Bear L{E} here, turn-
ing N-NE & then awinging E again, We are
now in an expansive, flat valley & we
pick up a wall-graded dirt rd. which
takes us the rest of the way to paved St,
Rt.#18 (7m)(4,390*). Turn L{N) & come
to a jet, with St. Rt.#325, 3m W of
Kenton, 0K, where supvlies can be bought

from a small store. There ls also P.C,
& cafe in thia tiny community, (lim
Black Mesa, a long & narrow E-W mesa

with steep escarpments to the N&S, is
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directly N of us here, Okleshoma's high
point lies abreast of this table-top
min., which is ocur immediate goal.
Cont. straight(N) across Hgwy.#325 onto
an improved dirt rd, which we follow N,
then W, then N agaln across the
Clmarron River, coming to a 5-way jet.
{2m)(%,375'). Make & %45° turn to the
NW {not the improved dirt rd. heading
W) onto a jeep rd,, paesing a gravel
pit & windmill on our L(Sﬁg & beari
R(NW) at the next Y (.3m). Cont.
gtraight through the next crossing To a
T jot. {6m)(4,415%), Turn R{N~NW) &
beglin ascending Black Mesa. Our jeep
rd. becomes a trail & we ascend a draw
Jjust E of Red Hill, the knoll to our L.
Our trail stsepens as we begin climbing
up the S-slopes of Black Mega proper.
Where we ewitchback back to the R(E),
one could walk .2m L(W) through a emall
saddle & find & spring up the next
ravine., Cont. swltchbacking up the
slope, until at length we break out
onto the flat mesa top, pick up a Jeep
rd., & reach a road jct. (1.4m?(5,030').
Turn R(E) & follow the jeep rd. aleng
the mesa top 2.Bm to the Oklahoma bor-
der (4,960') & the Black Mesa St. Park.
Just 500 yards to ocur E-SE is & monument
denoting (0lahoma '} )hlghost point, on

L]

Black Mesa (#,9
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¥I-0Oklahkoma, Arkansas, Missouri&Xllinnis

A-Jean Pierre Choteau Trail

This first section takes us along
the Army Corpes of Engineer's Jean Plerre
Choteau Trail, a national recreation
trail which generally follows the chan-
nelized Verdigris River down to its con=-
fluence with the Arkansas River near Fort
Gibsons The terrain is flat, & when not
folleowing the levee, the trail goes
through wooded areas & fields,

At the beginning of the Jean Plerre
Choteau Trail where U,S, Hgwy.#66 crosses
the Verdigris River NE of Tulsa, proceed
SE along the trail (a jeep track) on the
NE bank of the channel, Thie channel was
dredged by the Army Corps of Engineers to
create a navigable waterway all the way
from the Gulf of Mexico & up the Missis-
sippl, Arkansas, & Verdigris Rivers to
the port of Catoosa, which serves the
zgreater Tulsa metropolitan area. We will
be follewing both the old river channel
& the new, navigable one as we use the
corridor of land owned by the Corps,
permitting public access. The o0ld river
channel rejoins the new one-as we walk
along the far bank, coming to I-44, a
busy expressway (Im)(565'}., Cross under
the overpass & cont. along the N bank of
the river., The old (natural) channel
veers away to the S5, then rejoins, We
pass S of Big lake through mostly open
fields along the levee, then back from
the levee, After crossing Bacon Cr,
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(3.,7m) (550')., This recreation area has
water, showers, a boat landing ramp, rest-
rooms, & pienic/camping areas. Walk
through the parking lote here, watching
elosely for trail signs, After crossing .
Commodore Cr. on the road bridge, cont,
through Roerky Point FUA, climbing up a
stecp slope, then descending & crossing
a draw on another road bridge . Fvente
uzally we leave the public use area &
begin walking along the levee ance again.
Shortly we come to the Black Fox Station,
8 power project which we must detour
arcund via a fenced corridor. After re-
gzining the levee, procesd along it to a
bridge over the ¥aple Cr, inlet, then
cont, along the new channel to Lock & Dam
#18, the furthest upstream structure on
the entire navigation system {6.6m}(535').
There is a visitor center here with ex-
hibits deseribing the navigational gystem,
& water can be obtained,

Cont, along the Choteau Traill,
ing a wet weather ford of Bull Cr,, then
recrogsing this creek (actually the old
river channel, long since abandoned by
the river) on a2 bridge (2.1m)(510'),

Cont, zlong the river leves, then follow
the old river channel around some bends &
over & wet weather giream before regaining
the levee onge more, We follow this for
some digtance through a wooded area, gra-
dually curving SE & breaking into open
farmland., We leave the leves, cross a
wet weather creek, then regalin the-lsves

Cross-

{4,8m)(530"), which could be a wet
crossing during or immediately after
wet weather, we walk along the levee
again through a wooded area to the
first of many bridges on this trail,
this one over Dog Cr. {1.9m}, The
Corps went to a 19t of trouble & ex-
pense o bridge the many side streams
which flow into the Verdigri River,
These bridges are usually suspensiom,
built to take heavy loads, & quite im-
pressive, Cont, along the straightened
¢hannel, then follow the old channel
to a bridge over the inlet of Oxbow Cr.
{1.8m), Follow the levee another 1.6m
to anocther bridge over the inlet of
River Bend Cr., just past an abrupt
curve to the L(SE)} where the o0ld river
channel cressges the new one., Cont.
around thie bend through woods, then
follow the new channel under 5t, Hgwy.
#33 to the landing & public use area.
This is our first camping spot along
the trail, with a boat landing ramp,
restrooms, & plenic tables, but no
water (1,7m)(550'), Inola is ém E
along the hgwy, (there is a store im E),
Cont. S on the t-ail, immediately
crossing a creek on a bridge. Cont,
along the leves, then, after entering
woods, turn away from the river to a
possibly wet crossing over a creek,
Cont., through the wocds, curving due E
to the old river channel. <Curve N here,
rounding an ox-bow bend, regaining the
levee along the new channel, & arriving
at Commodore Landing Public Use Area
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& p=gs a factory on our L{NE) before
arriving at St. Hewy.#51 (7.3m){550*),
This is the midway point along the
trail & it erosses the hgwy. bridge
here to the W bank, However, if you
don't mind walkingz a mile out of your
way to an excellent camping area, cross
the hgwy. {(built up on u ramp here to
provide clearance for barge traffic
under the bridge) & take the access rd,
into the Afton Landing Rec. Area, which
has camping/pienic areas, water, rest-
rooms, & a boat landing rawp, The town
of Wagoner is 6m E on this hgwy., with
all services.

The trail picks up again at the
levee on the W side of the bridge,
After 2m, we cross Short Cr. inlet on =
bridge, Cont, S on a levee a short
while, then arrive at the first of
three bridges next to an orchard (1,4m),
Cross Strawberry Cr., then cross Beaver
Cr, before cont,'ing through woeds to a
bridge crossing of smaller Quarry Cr..
Cont, along the river past a steesp hill
on our R(S%, eventually crossing Tulla-
hassee Cr, on a bridge & arriving at
the Tullahassee Loop Rec. Area, which
is intended to be a day-use area & thus
lacke water, baut does have picnic tables
& restrooms (2.4m){515')., Walk through
this area on the paved rd., cont.'ing
on the trail at the Tar end where- the
rd. turns R{S), Cont. along the river,
picking up the levee & walking N of a



mershy area before crossing ¥Marsh Cr. on
a bridge. Cross another small inlet on a
bridge, then cont, aleng the levee once
more to U.S. Hgwy.#69 (2.9m)(525'),

Ccross under this hgwy. & cont. along the
levee another 1.3m to Pecan Park Picnic
Area, which h2s water., Cont, through the
picnic area along the paved access rd. to
a T jet., where we turn L{(E) on this
paved rd,., Cross the Choteau Dam, then
piek up the trail again on the R(S) &
follow it along the river's old channel
to Pecan Park Rec. Area, & good place to
camp with Picniec Tables, campsites, &
water (1.1m)(519'}.

Take the trall from the last loop
back over to the vaved rd., then turn
R(SE} & follow this road tc Chotesu Lock
#17 & the viasitor center (i.2zm)(520'),
with water. This facility is well worth
investigation. It raises or lowers ship
& barge traffic 21 ft,. We climb a short
hill t¢ a jeep rd., then follow this jeep
rd, back down tc the levee along the
channel. Follow the jeep rd, some dis-
tance, then déscend % cross an often
water-filled ditch the best you can (a
bridge may have been built here by the
time you cross it} & scramble on some
rocks under a RR trestle before nicking
up a recognizable trail again, Soon we
cross over a causeway to an 1sland formed
by the o0ld & new river chennels. Tollow
an old road across this island, then
crogs the old chsnnel again on a road
bridge to a resumption of trail again in
the town of Okay (3.3m)(520'), There is
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of this section, Tevil's Ten State Fark.
This rugged srea in the Boston Mins.
offers ue a good introduction te the
Highlands, with lts sandstone tluffs &
interesting rock formatibns,

Cont. up St. Rt.#80 through the
of Tort Gibson to the jet. with V.S,
Hewy.#62 (business){,5m){570'). Cont,
stra‘zht (55E) across this main rd.
blocks, then curve L(E) to the Fort
Gibson High Sehool entrance (.6m}(550'),
Curve R(S§ here, then leave the tovn
limits & procesd 10 a T jet. {(.Tm)}{540'},
Turn L{F) here, pzss under the Hgwy.#62
btypase, then proceed straiﬁht through
the croszroads i ancther #=way jct.
{(t.2m)(527'}. Purn R(S} hers %o ST, Rt,
#10 (I2){50%'). Turn L(E) on this black-
top rd., crossing a stream (Bayou
Menard} & entering the Gruber State Game
Management Area. This area contains the
first hills we've seen since leaving
Black Nesa St. Fark in Cklahomms-a long
haul. Beware during hunting season, how-
ever; entering this area from mid-Novem-

town

ber through the end of the hunting sea-
son (check with local authorities)} could
be hazardous to your health. About

2,000" past the boundary, where Hegwy.#10
curves R(S), is our turnoff {1,4mi(570*).
Turn L(N-NE} onto this jeep rd., follow-
Ing it E-FE through second-growth woods
over a shallow saddle, down through woods
over & small creeklet, then bend R(S-SE)
& climb gradually to the edge of a field

Ozark
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a store a few blocks away in this town.
Cont, S along the river, crossing a
gulch & passing some hills on our L(E}
& eventually coming to Three Forks
where the Verdigris flows into the
Arkansas River. We veer L(E) away from
the river channel here & come to a
bridge over a draw {(4.6m){500')., Cont,
on the Choteau Trail over another bridge
& cont. to follow the riverbank of the
Grand River. This is a new section of
trail which HikaNation did not traverse,
Eventually we reach Fort Gibson Park
Rec, Area, which has water & pienie
tables, Crose the old one-lane bridge
here over the Grand River into the town
of Fort Gibson & the Fort Gibson
Stockade, a restored fort on our L{NE)
(2m)(530'). The Jean Pierre Choteau
Trall officially ends here. The town
of Fort Gibson has all services,

B-Fort Gibson, 0K to Chester, AR

This section takes us from the
lawest point we have reached in our
Journey since leaving California's
central valley, at a mere 530" along
the Arksneas River Valley, up into
the Qzark Mins, the first vertical
relief we have seen since leaving the
westernmost point in Oklahoma. The
route lles primarily on gdirt rd.'s,
through hilly, wooded terrain, It
passes through two Btate game refuges,
then enters the Ozark N.F, at the Ar.
state line & heads NE to the highllight
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& a jet. with a jeep trz=il forking L
(N-KE)(1.7m)(601'). Take this jeep
trail, climbing gradually through woods
to a cleared saddle {680'), then de-
scending through more open country &
vicking up a jeep rd. before coming te
a Jjet. with an improved dirt rd., (2.2m)
(630')., TFollow this R(E) about 800',
taking a jeep rd. forking R(3E) just
beycnd the Cherokee Co., line. Follow
this jeep rd. steerly up through wocds
te a jet. with a graded dirt rd. in
Wild Horse Frarie (2.1m)(850'). Turn
L{(E} & cross the N side of this cleared
area just S of Crossland Hill, then
cont. in woods acain to a jeep rd. jet.
2t the edge of a field on top of a
ridge (1.9m)(520'). ' Turn R(S) on this
jeep rd,., initially following the edge
of the field to our L(E), then entering
woods, crossing a knoll, & descending 6
E. Spaniard Cr, (treat the water!}{760')
Now ascend steeply to a dirt rd. (1.6m)
(898')., Turn L(Z) & cross a Tlat Tield
to another jet., where this rd., turns
L{K)(im)(952*). Bear R(SE) onto a jeer
rd, & descend gradually through dense
woods to a cleared wildlife plot &
Greenleaf Cr., with year round water
{should be treated heavily, though, to
De on the safe side)(2.3m)(6:10'). LUpon
crossing the creek, ignore the first
jeepr rd. forking R(Sw) but look for the
jeep trail forking R(S=-5%) immediately
beyond (the road we're on veers uphill



to the E). Take this jeep itrail along
¥hite Oak Etranch, a year-rgound creek,
crossing it twice (the 209 crossing is
just beyond a jeep trail forking R(S) up-
nill) before breaking ocut of the woods &
coming to an improved dirt rd4. {l1.2m)
(690') just N of a zravel Bit éxcavation.
Bear R(SE) onto this rd., forking L{E) at
the next jct,, leaving the Gruber St.
Geme ¥an. Area, & arriving st the tiny
settlement of Qualls {.Sm)(710'). Take
the L(NE} fork here, passing a cemetary
on the L{W), curving R(E), then curving
NE past Petitt Spring (worth investigat-
ing, if there is public access) to a jet.
(1,6m)(855'). Turn R(E) here over the
shoulder of s hill, then descend & cross
Sisemore Cr. (756'), Ascend N a short
distance, then descend gradu=lly E
through fielde, cross a guleh, & come to
a T jet. (2.8m)(750'). Tenkiller Ferry
Lake, a large reservoir dammed by the
Army Corps of Engineers, is just E of us
here, Turn L{N) here & pass an arm of
the lake (Pettit Bay) on your R{E) before
ascending N {picking up blacktop surface)
to St, ngy.#gz (3.5m)(970'). Turn R(E)
& follow this wide, paved hzwy. to
Cherckee Landing $t. Pk. on the 8§ side of
the hgwy. on the shore of Tenkiller Ferry
Lake (4m){660'). This is an excellent
vlace to camp with water, picnic shelters,
restrooms, & best of all, showers!

When ready to depart this pleasant
spot, cont. E on Hewy.#82, crossing the
narrow bridee over the lake (can be
deangeroug=-watch for trucks)} to the jok. .
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here but the w2y shouldn't be very dif-
ficult} & E to Malloy Hellow, leaving the

Game Refuge & vpicking up a jeep rd, on the

8 side before coming to a jet. with an
improved dirt rd. (2m)(835'). Turn R(SE)
& follow -this rd, through cleared bottom-
land to & jet. with a blacktop rd. (.6m)
(803')., Turn L(N} here & follow this rd.
along the RR tracks (Kansas City Suthern)
1.1m to a jot, just across from Cave
Springs Elem. School {(820'}. Turn R here
onto this dirt Ra., cross the RR tracks,
& prrallel them for some distance NE
before veering E, crossing Sallisaw Cr.,
& coming to a fork (1.5m)%835'). Take
the R(S-SE) fork to 3 cemetary on our L
(NE) & 2 3=way jet. (.9m){900%). Don't
toke the 18t road bearing L{NE) uphili,
but the 2nd gne bearing L(E) uphill, The
one bearing R(SE) stresight shead passes =
small reserveir. Our road climbe up onto
the shoulder of Bahloneggsh Mitn., then de-
scends slightly to a saddle (1.im)(1,137)
Turn L(SE} & descend down Beaver Eranch,
eross Greasy COr. in a small valley, &
cont, E to the $ of Welch Mtn., past
“Chuculate™ Church up to U.S. Hewy.#59
(3.3m3(1,031'), Cont, straight acroess
the hgwy. at this flat saddle & descend
Candy Wink Cr. to a T jet. & Csndy Fink
Park, a good camping area (1.zm)(931'),

Water could be a problem, though-the creek

water should be treased. Turn R{E) here
& ascend tc 3 saddle (1,040'), then de-
scend through fields past twoc roads

with St, Rt.#100 (.7m}, Turn L{NE)
onto this hgwy. & cross the Dry Cr. in-
let on anather bridge before coming to
the small community of Caney Ridge,
which hag a_small store (1m){700°),
Take the 18% R, heading S 400°', then
bearing L(E) where the road cont's SW
to a landing on the shore of the lake.
After climbing 2 hill pest some resort
homes (810'}, bear R(SE) & descend
steeply back down to the lake bed & a P
Jet. (1.1m)(670'), at a place called
"Barber®, Turn R(S-SW}, following the
lakeshore (dry when the lake is at =
low level) for 1.7m to a T jet. (700').
Turn R{S) here, crossing the Dry Cr.
bottomlande, to the Cave Springs Church
& cemetary (im)(7%0'). Here we fork L
(S-SE), then tske the L(SE) fork sgain
after 1,000', We now enter the Cookscn
Hills St. Geme Refuge & after climbing
# short hill, we fork R(S) downhill in
woods (B23') & enter Bolin Hollow. Use
extra casution during Hunting Season in
this area. After ascending the hollow
in woods 2 short while, we reach a jct.
(1.1m)(?771'}, Turn L{E) here onto snot-
her jeep rd,, skirting the L(N) side of
a2 clearing & begin ascending Bunch Ntn,
The ascent gets steeper & we arrive at
s saddle on the ridsetop (1.8m)(1,235'}
Cont. straight (E} ot the rd. ject.,
descending steeply to a small reservoir
in Buzzard Hollow (880'). Where the
road turns R(S) uphill on the S side of
the pond, cont., s=long the water's edge
over the dam (there is no trail or road
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branching N & S respectively., Ascend
slightly through woods to = road brench-
ing R(S)(1,054'), then descend into
Little Lee Cr. vslley & come to a black-
top secondary rd. {3.6m)(900'). Turn R
(E? onto this rozd & follow it generslly
S pagt numerous side rozds & the Eell
school to the smell community of Bell
(1.8m)(858'). Cont, S scross the valley
to 2 T jot., just beyond the bridge over
Sandy Bull Heollow Cr. (.5m)(821'Y., Turn
L(E} & follow thks improved dirt rd.
through mostly wooded & scenic hills up
to a jet, at the Oak Ridge School {3.5m)
(1,3%1'), cont. straight (E), descend-
ing gradually, then steevly, to Indian
Cr., ascending sliehtly over a saddle,
then descending one last hill into the
state of Arksnsas & the Ozark Nat'l
Forest, Just beyond this we come to =
jet. with St, Hezwy.#59 (2.4m)(870'),
BEvaneville, Ark. is 7.5m N on this Hawy,

Our route in Arkansae bezing S of
where the 1980 HikaN=tion entered the
stste at Evansville, Thig route went
across nrivate lasnds te re®ch Devil's
Den St. Park, To save miles & zet the
route onte ovublic land in Ozesrk Nat'l
Forest, I have devised a new route along
rosde further S within the N.F..

Proceed R(S) on Rt,.#59 through the
valley along ¥tn. Fork Cr.. Eventuslly
we climb un the slove on our L{N) to =
gaddle (4,7m}(930'), then descend into a
draw, Climb over another small saddle &
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descend to a jet. with F,S. RA.#1716
(1.1m) (720"}, Turn L(NE) onto this all-
weather dirt rd, & begin climbing N pasi
one saddle, then =nother. 4fter climbing
steenly a short distance, we come to 2
jet. (1.5m)(1,180'). We fork R(NF) here
onto another dirt rd, & traverse to sn-
other jet, (1.1m)(1,198'), Turn R(SE)
here 350' to a fork, besring L(E) onto a
jeep rd. & descending steeply to Cove Cr.
(723') & a jet. (1.4m), Turn R(S), stoy-
ing on the slopes N of the valley, then
cross Lee Cr. just S of 2 pool & cross
the wide bottomland to the tiny settle-
ment of Lee Cr, (this is privete land so
stey on the romd){1.1m}(755'). Berr L(E)
here & follow this improved dirt rd. on
the SE side of the cleared valley to St.
Rt.#220 (1.6m)(791'), Turn L(NT) onto
this blacktop rd., crossing Lee Cr. on &
bridge & climbing what hzs turnsd into a
dirt rd., to a jet, {im)}(970'). Bear R
(S-SE} onto F,.S. Rd.#702 (F.S. Rd.#1714
goes L), descending back down to Lee Cr,
with camping on our R{E)-z zood place to
gtop., Our dirt rd. now begine a steady
climb up the slopes on the W'ern side of
Lee Cr,, then levels off & reaches » gct.
with » road forking L(N) uphill (%.1m
(1,314}, We cont, straight {(NE), & de-
scend down to Lee Cr. once more, After
following the valley for awhile, we enter
Cevil's Ten St. Park, p=ass a cpgd. access
road, & come to a jet. with St. Rt.#170
(2.9m}(1,094'), This state pzrk has a
nurber of gaping cre=cks & crevices in
the high sandstone bluffs which have been
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travelled F.S. road. %Turn R(W) & take
this read aporox. 3m to s crossrozde nesr
a F.S. Lookout Tower. Teke 2 L{E) %turn
4 descend into a stream valley, leaving
the Ozark N,F, & wslking spprox. 6.5m to
the comwmunity of Chester, which has a
small store but not much else besides =
F.0.. This is the end of the section,
Just W of U.S. Hewy.#71.

C-Ozark Highl=»nds Trsil

Thie brand new treil is certainly
the highlight of our passmge through the
state of Arkansss, if not the entire
Ozark region. Originaslly under the
supervision of the Forest Service, the
construction & maintenance of this trail
has now been assumed by a private organ~
izstion, the Ozark Mighlands Trail Asso-
ciation. They expect to have the trail
{égzuslly completed by lste spring of

The beginning of this section i& in
the community of Chester, Ark.. Follow
the paved spur roed SE out of town along
the RR tracks & ascend through woods up
to U,8. Hewy.#71 {(apvrox. 2m%(1,000').
Turn L{NE} up thls highway for about 50
yards to a vaved spur road branching off
to the R(E)., Descend this road past a
resort with seversl bldg.'s & smaller
¢ebing (Lmke Fort Smith $t. Park) to the
dsm backing up Lske Fort Smith, Cross
thie dam, turning L(NE) & fellowing =
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ercded by wind & water., Numerous trails
wind past rocks which earth movements
have twisted into welrd formetions, in-
cluding the Devil's TDen Cave & Icebox,
examples of fracture cesves, There is
a full range of fzeilities here, includ-
ing cabins, 2 restsurant, store, .showers
leundry, swimming nool, cemning & pienie
aress, & =n interpretive naturalist
vrogram,

Follow St. Pt.#170 R(NE)} through
the p=rk to the bridge over Lee Cr. &
the access roed to Camping Area "A". At
the end of the loop in this cempspot, we
pick up the trailhesad for the Butterfield
Treil (1.im){(1,050'}. After crossing
Lee Cr., which eould be a difficult
croszing during & folliowing wet wesather,
elimb on the trsil up to S5t, Rt.#74 near
the entrance sign to Devil's Den State
Park (1.4m)(1,640'), After crossing the
hgwy., cont. on the old Holt Rd,, 2 jeev
rd,, for a short digtasnce, then cont. on
the treil as it passes to the E(W) of
Nt. Olive & descends gradu=lly pest e
rim trail to a side trail leading to an
overlook, Turn E(W) along the rim
before dropning abrubtly down to -
Blackburn Cr, (2m){1,000'). TFollow
Blackburn Cr. downstream, massing “Rock
Hele Camp™ & coming to “Bluff Camp®
vhere Ben Doodle PBranch flowe into
Elackburn Cr. (1.8m), Here we crosec the
creek & look for an old jeep trail,
which we take up Ben Doodle Br, to a
jeep rd. (1.5m). Turn R(S) & follow
this road arorox. 2m to a better
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dirt road above the reservoir's E'ern
shore. Soon we leave the lake behind,
cont.'ing to sscend graduslly =2long the
gtream at the bottom of the valley.
After c¢limbing steevly up = rough trail
te the top of Lske Shepherd Spring's
dam, we turn R(SF} along the dem (5.5m),
At the dam'e SE end, turn L{E) slong a
dirt ro=d & once again valk generally
NE sbove the lakes SE'ern shere, follow-
ing benches, Cross Cow Eranch (a usu-
ally dry gully), then come to Jack Cr,
(1.8m)(930'), Crose this yesr-round
stream, then follow the jeep trail as it
ageends gradually E'ward up this creek.
When comnleted, the Ozark Highlands
Trail (OHT) will have its W'ern terminus
at Lake Shepherd Srnrings. Eventually
there are plans to extend the trall W'
ward to Cklshoma wvia Devil's Den St,
Park. Our =ecent up Jack Cr. valley is
very pleasent, with denee woods & soli-
tude all around us. We cross the creek
seversl times before cont,'ing NE where
the creek veers N & climbing steeply up
te F.S. RA. #1003 (&,2m)(1,800'), 'Turn
R{F) here & descend to Dockery's Gap,
where we bear L(S) st a ¥ & descend
steeply down to 2 bridee over Hurricane
cr, (1,3m){1,080'), This makes o good
ceamping area, but the water should be
trested, We now cont, on F,S, Rd.#1003
28 1t makes a long sscent up Richseon
Mtn,. Eventuslly we reach the ridre-
crest, & follow it st sbout 2,000' elev,
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over Richason Min,, through McMinn Gap,
then past White Rock Cr. Overlook (view
to the § here of ¥hite Rock Cr. & Shores
Lake) before descending slightly to Woods
Cap (5.2m){1,860'), Here we bear L(E)
(the rosd descending R goes to Shores
Lake) & ascend to enother, higher saddle
(.5m}(2,180'), There is a rock sign here
welcoming ue to White Rock ¥tn.. Bear R
(SE) & enter the White Rock Mtn. Rec.
Area. Look cliosely for a trail forking R
after s few hundred feet-it is hard to
svot. This trall leads a2long the top of
the scenic white rock bluffs, which al-
most completely encircle the mtn. & for
which it is named, Follow the trail
along the bluffs to a very scenic over-
look perched on top of the biuffe on the
S side of the mtn. (.7m){(2,250'), There
is » shelter here & several vpicniec tables
up the wide trail to the L{NE). There is
#leo 8 grandstend view of s sizable chunk
of Ark, reel estzte from this lofty perch,
On A clear day {summer ¢sys tend to be
hezy, but spring & fsll mre evcellent)
one cah see the Ark., River valley &
Fagagzine Mtn. (the highest in Ark.-2,82%
to the S & SE respectively, & Oklahoms to
the W. The sunsets from this spot are
some of the best in the Btate, Proceed
up the wide trail through 2 picnic area
to the pzrking area & Logkout Tower on
top of the mtn, (.1m}. There is a cped.
just beyond the tower where you can camp
(water aveilable), To the R are four
cabins which cean be rented out In advance
& 8 larger structure for meetings.
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down to Fane Cr, (watch clesely for
blazes here}., After pzralleling the
creek a short distance in 2 pine woods,
we cross it (5.6m)(800'). The community
of Cass (no services) & St, Rt.#23 are
Just over » mile dewnstresm, We now
begin climbing N up Whiting ¥tn,, event-
ually reasching the mtn.'s crest & cross-
ing a gas pipeline right-of-way st the
top (3.8m}(2,200'), Cont. N down the
other side of the ridge, traversing down
the E side of the min, past an old rock
bluff house {an old logrer's home} to St.
Rt.#23 (1.4m){1,780'), We pre just N of
the old Cherry EBend Rec. Areas (closed due
to vandalism),

After crossing Hgwy.#23, we cont. on
trail & traveree ercund the S'ern slopes
of Fly Gap Mtn,, winding =around Hanging
Roek Hollow's two gullies, & come to F,.S
RA.#1503 in » seddle (2,060'), After
traversing mround the N side of = hill,
we 2scend up te the sumrit of Hare Ntn,
(2,360'), the highwaint of our trek
through the Ozarks (5,7m), The views S
of the Mulberry River valley & W to 0K
are superb! Here we come to e fork in
the trail & ponder a choice of routes,
The mein trall forking R(S) is complete
to Herrods Cr, {3.,5m). Beyond this, the
next 30m (approx.) =re under construction
by volunteers working with the Ozark
Highlands Trsil Association. The expect-
ed completton date for this seecment, some
of the most rugged & scenie country in
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The trailhead for .the Ozark High-
lends Trsil is just in front of the E'~
ernmost of the four cabins =t the SE
corner of the rim., The trall follows
the rim a short distznce, then descends
steeply through the line of bluffe, A
ghort distance beycnd we reach a trail
jet.; the R(S) fork leads to Shores Lake,
the temporary terminus of the CHT. Take
the L(E? fork & cont, descending, cross-
ing & sometimes following old logeing
roeds which have long since been aban-
doned, Eventually we resch Sslt Fk. Cr.
(1.7m)(940'), cross it, & begin climbing
up Poteto Knob Mtn.. After » steep as-
cent, we reach F.S. RA.#1510 in the sad-
dle between the two knobes of this mtn,
{(1.7m)(1,900*), We now descend again,
following seversl old logeing roads,
down to Spirits Cr. (2.1m)(1,050').
trail crosses it three times before
climbing to the top of yet =nother ridge
& F.5. RA.F1509 (1.2m}{1,62L4'), Just
after beginning » descent down the other
side, the trail hite the old RR bed that
ran from Combs to Cass, It was used in
the early 1000's to transport leogs from
the harveeting operations to the saw-
mill, Thie wide, level path makes for
easy, leisurely walking. We occasional-
ly leave the RR bed to cross several
gullies (there sre the remains of an old
trestle in cne of these gullies}. Just
before the RR bed runs into = jeep rd.,
we besr L{E-NE) off of it & begin des~
cending tewards Fane Cr,, After skirt-
ing a wildlife clezring, we drop steeply

The
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the Ozarks, is May 1984, 4s of early
1683, all of the route had been flagged
& a good bit of it had been substantial-
ly or partielly censtructed {(write the
OHTA for current construction progress),
Therefore, the route is followable. It
ascends over » ridge, drops to Indian
Cr. {B96'}, then mscends Shop Br, over
another ridge before drovping into Briar
Br,. After ascending another ridge, it
descende & crosses lLick Br, & F,S, Rd.#
1504 (1,020'). after elimbing over an-
cther mtn,, 1t descends & crosses Little
Fulberry Cr, (960'), then crosges F.S,
Rd.#1007, FProm here it ascends NE,
crosges F,S, Rd.#1007, then skirts
Eldridge Hollow before climbing over sn-
other ridege to Lynn Hollow (1,800'),
From here it ascends to F,S, Rd.f1lo4 &
the resumvtion of completed trail (2150'}

For those who would rether follow
an slterstive route =long dirt ro=ds
(some of which HikaNation followed in
1580-81), take the L{E) fork. This
trall ies no longer used & thus very rug-
ged. It descends very steeply off the E
side of Hare Mtn., to F.S. Rd.#150h (.5m)
(1,780"'), Turn L(N) on this wide airt
rd, & follow it along Hare Mtn.'s E'ern
flanks & slong or near the crest of the
Ozarka, passing lesser ro=zds brenching R
{S slong » rideetop)(1,578*), then L
(going N et a saddle)(1,903') before as-
cending through Kilgere Gap (2,260},
then down to a2 road jot. (7.3m5(2,11?‘).
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Turn R(S)} here to the 279 jaep rd. fork-
ing L{SE}(1m}(2,0%90'), Take this jeep
rd. as it traverses down the NE side of a
ridge, then forks on the ridgetop {2,2m)
{(1,740'). Take the L{E-NE) fork down to
Finley Cr., then follow the clesred bot-
tomland SE te & jet. at "Friley", a mere
placename on the mep (2.6m)}(1,051').
Turn R(S} for 30 yesrds on the wide dirt
rd., then turn L{E-NE) onto another jeep
rd,., Skirt the N side of a field before
crossing Little Mulberry Cr, & arriving
»t & jot. with F,S, Rd, #1007 (.5m)
(1,040°'), Turn L(E=NE) on this dirt rd.,
coming to another jet. (.3m). Bear R(E),
staying on RA.#1007., Aecend this dirt
rd. up & long ridre to & smAll clesring
& a jet. on a rideetop {(&4.3m)(2,020")
with F.S. Rd. #1404, Turn 1500 L{N) on
thig rd,, passing througzh Hignite Gap,
then bearing R(N-NE), cont.'ing on F.S.
Rd #1004, Ascend to a cleared mtn, top,
pessing a church & cemetery. Eventually,
we pass a spring on the R(S), then bend
N & come to the treilhead & a resumption
of the OHT (2,9m)(2,150'). The trailhesd
is located about .7m S of the Madison-
Johngon Co, line,

Once more on the OHT, we descend
part-way down to Sie Hollow, traverse S-
S¥ swhile, then descend & cress Lewis
Prong Cr.. We turn upstream & follow
this creek, crossing it twice more before
coming to waterfall Kollow Cr. (4.6m)
(1,500'), TPFollow this creek upstream,
then cross it & zscend up to F.S. Rd.#
1417 on Moonhull Wtn, (2.9m)(2,220'),
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peated short sscents & descents, we can
new look forward to a prolonged gradusal
descent, We drop down to Gee Cr., cToss
it (1.7m)(950"), & cont, E on the slomes
N of the creek before dropping back down
to the creek & coming to St. Hegwy.#123
{dirt) & the entrance to Haw Cr. Falls
Cogd, (2,6m}(820'). This carpine area
has water & restrooms, The falls are lo-
cated on the E side of the cped,.

Find the trail sgain =2t the S end
of the coed., & climb up onto a slope S
ef Haw Cr,, After traversing some rug-
ged, rocky areas, we drop down to Big
Piney Cr, Valley, passs the old Fort
Douglas Schoolhcuse, & cross the Big
Piney River on the St, Hawy.#123 bridge
(2m}{710'), walk L(N) on F,S. Rd.#1002,
immediately after crosaing the bridge
for sbout a qumrter of a mile, then
watch for the trell as it tskes off to
the R(E) iuip an annamed ridge. After a
steep ¢limd, we level off for swhile
(1,540'}, walking through e nice forest
of Beech trees., Soon we reach a fork,
The R{E)} fork, wvhen completed, will by=-
pass the Hurricsne Cr.-Natural Bridge
Scenic Ares (a proposed wildermess) &
rejoin the trail upstream, Take the L{W}
fork & descend gteeply to Hurricane Cr..
This area hes been proposed as vilderness
because of its unique natursl features,
which include a natural bridge., Cross
the creek (can be difficult in wet weath-
er)(5.4m)(?80'), then climb up to an old
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Now descend dovn into Hignite Hollow
(1,760") bvefore climbing to Brushy Ridee
{2,120'). after divping inte another
hollow, we follow benches just E of the
creek all the way S5 to the Nulberry
River (1,320') & F,5, RA.#1003 {6,1m},
We now climb a ridege to St, Hewy,#21, a
paved road, & Ozone Covgd. (1.6m)(1,880').
The ¢pgd. hmg been built on the site of
a former CCC camp, as can be geen by the
foundsticns scattered about. The small
community of Ozone is 2.5m R(S} on this
hgwy., with zroceries, gas, a vhone, &
P.O.- 2 good place to resuvply.

Find the trail at the NE corner cof
the cpgd, & descend to Little Piney Cr..
The trail fellows an old road slong the
creek, crogsing it twice & passing many
rock walle built by esrly settlers,
Eventually we come to F.S, Rd.#1504 &
eross Cliffy Hollow Cr. (3.3m)(1,060').
After climbing up onto the S'ern ram-
parts of Horse Water Ridge (1,250'), we
descend & cross ODwens Cr. (1.3m)(1,040%),
Once more we ascend up the 5'ern end of
Bee Ridge {1,4500')}, then descend down to
Liek Cr. (2m)(970'). Now we ascend once
again up an unnsmed ridze, nicking up
some logming roads near the top that
have been closed & vlented with erass,
Eventually we intersect F,S. Rd.#1004
{(1.7m)(1,500*), The trail from here
down to Cedar Cr, is very steep but may
have been rerouted by the time you walk
on it, Cross Cedar Cr. (1.8m)(1,040'}) &
climd up yet another ridge to F.S. Rd.#
1003 (1.2m}(1,520'). Having made re-
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jeev rd., which the trail follows here.
upstream {R}. Soon we come to the nat-
ural bridge (.4m), one of the largest in
the state. It is hidden from the trail,
lying about 100 ft. N of us. Cont,
along the trail, which drops down & fol-
lows Hurricane Cr,'s N bank, &fter 2.m,
we come to Greasy Cr. {B80'}, after
erossing this creek, the trall climbs up
the 5 flanks of the hill to our N to zet
around some privete proverty in the val-
ley., Soon we descend wvast an old home-
site to snother crossing of Hurricane
Cr, (1,4m)(890'). The byvaes trail re-
joing just E of this crossing in a prim-
itive camping area. The trall now
eclimbs up a short distance sway from the
creek & begins paralleling it. After
3.6m, we come to a fork (1,100)., The L
(N} fork goes down to Chancel {no facil-
ities) & ends, We cont. on the OHT (R),
rounding s ridee to the N & swinging S,
beginning to climb mgain, &fter level-
ing off %1.500'). we cont. slong a bench
through increasingly rocky & bouldery
areas, After descending slightly to
cross sn unnamed creek %Z.Sm (1,340},
we agcend through an area filled with
giant boulders & overhangsz, which the
trail winds through the heart of. After
ascending slisghtly (1600'), we descend
to P,S, Rd.#1209 (2.1m)(1,250'). Turn R
(E) & follow it 200 ft, to where the
trail resumes on the L{(N). After cross-
ing a tributsry, the trail =scends
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steeply all the way to Fairview Cpzd. &
St, Hgwy.#7 (1.7m)(2,180')., The commu-
nity of Pelsor {(groceries, gas, vhone, &
P,0.) is I1m R(S) on this road. The gene-
ral store iz half museum, half store with
meny artifsctes depicting the life & times
of the area's early settlers.

The trail cont.'s from the N side of
the cpgd., crosses the hgwy., & descends
across a branch of Richland Cr, to a
country road (dirt)(2.z2m){1,700").
this road, then climb over the S'ern
slopes of a ridge (1,850') to Cox Hollow
{(1.4m)(1,640'),  From here the trail
climbe up another ridge (1,850') before
descending into Greenhaw Hollow (1,9m)
(1,520'). After climbing another unnamed
{1,840'), we descend t¢ an unnamed creek
(1,4m)(1,530'), ve now climb up the
S'ern flanks of Greenhaw Min. & traverse
its S'ern slopes (1,750') before destend=
ing into the Richland Cr. drainage st the
site of the old Moore CCC camp (2.4m)
(1,400'), The trail, which may eventual-
1y be extended through the proposed
Richlend Cr. Wilderness to the AR-MD
State Line to connect with the Ozark
Trall, ends at a road. Teke thig dirt
jeep rd, N to F.S, Rd.#1205 (,7m){1,329'),

We turn L(NW) on F.S. Rd.#1205, fol-
lowing it 3.1m on a well greded surface
to the ridegeline & a jct. just § of the
site of the old Xetcherside Fire Tower
(2,140'), Turn R(N), cont,'ing on P,S,
Rd.#1205 & passineg the old fire tower
gite on the hill to our L(W). Follow the
dirt rd. along the ridge (the old Lurton-
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army Corpe of Englineers llkewime is plan-
ning a trail slong the shore of lake
Norfolk which will eventuslly create a
trail corridor all the way from OK to MO,
where it will connect with MO's Qzark
Trail. However, this is still yesrs away
& until these trails are built & the con-
nections between them comoleted, slter-
nate routes will have to be travelled,
HikaNetion's route in 1980 followed paved
& dirt roads through Yellville, across
Bull Shosle Dam, & into MO near Three
Brothers, AR. From here it followed dirt
ronds mostly to West Plaines, M0, & eon-
nected with the Ozark Trail near Freemont,
MQ. The group made a sidetrip to
Blanchard Soring Caverns in the Sylamore
Ranger Distriect of Ozark N,F,, a highly
scenic & commendable area. After con-
sulting & studying maps, I have elected
to offer sn alternative route S of the
1980 route through this area to notentizl
hikers; until such time as the other
trall corridor ke finished or substen-
tially completed this offers the best al-
ternative & is roughly the same distence,

There is still one other slternztive
to consider. If you would like to ndd a
little variety to your trip & are profi-
¢ient at eonoeing, I will describe an el-
ternate route which includes 67m of ca-
noeing down the Buffalo Nz1'l River from
Woolum to a takeout at VMiddle Creek (4m
past the confluence with Big Cr.) where
F.S. Rd.#1118 (Rand Rd.) comes down to

Crosis
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Bass Rd.,) to a ject., (3m)(2,071'), where
St. Hgwy.#?% veers L(N}., We bend R(NE),
staying on F,S., Rd,#1205 ns it winds N
of Big ¥iddle Pidge (2,120'), descends
to Ieeledo Gap (1,848'), then climbs
over a knoll {2,100'), eventually coming
to Dickey Junctioen (J.hm)(2.050'¥. F.S.
Rd.#1205 Cont.'s straight (R;S) but we
fork L{NE) onto ¥,S, Rd,#1201, Cont. NE
on this road past the Pound Hill Lookeut
Tower on our R(E) along the ridge, ss-
cending & descending through a series of
hills & sadflesm, until we descend just S
of Staeck Rock, the prominent mtn. to our
N, into the Richland Cr. valley. Cont,
N through the wide valley, crossing
Riehland ¢€r., {(could be a difficult ford,
since there is no bridge) & siaying on
the R(E} side of the bottomlands in the
valley. Eventually, after passing the
0ld Hill Schoolhouse, we reach a ject,
with St. Rt.#74 in the small community
of Eula (8.8m)(750')., Here, at the end
of this section, we are presented with
a choice of routes,

D~ St. Rt.#7b-Sylamore (Wnite River)

Eventually (in the next 5-10 yearsz)
the Nat'l Park Service hoves to congtruet
a trall along the Buffale Nat'l River, a
national treasure & the first river to
receive such protection, which will
roughly varallel the river throughout
the length of the verk. When comnlete,
the CHT will connect with it & form an
alternative toc canceing +the river, The
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the river. To do thie one would have to
make arrangements to rent a cenoe & have
somecne drive you to your nut in voint
(Woolem) & mick the canoe up at your out
out (Friddle Cr., just N of Big Flat, AR
at the end of Rand Ré.}. Shuttling ser-
vices are available, This section of
the Buffalo always has vlenty of water
in it & can be floated year-round., Ore
should probably sllow 3 or 4 days for
this flecat trip. Should you opt for the
river trip, cont. L{K} on cur dirt rd.,
crossing another ford of Richland Cr., &
follow the road along the L(#) side of
the valley at the base of the line of
bluffs, Just btefore reaching the
Buffalo, we fork R(E) & arrive at the
ford of the Buffalo River (L.6m)}(680¢).
There is a primitive camp here, From
here it is 67 river miles te our put-out
point which is Um past the confluence
with Big Cr. (immediately past the Midile
Cr. confluence) on the R(SE)(405"),
There is an island (gravel bar} irn the
river here, Now in the Sylamore R.D. of
Czark N.F., we hike up a jeep rd,, with
lilddle Cr. below us to our R(W), cross
the creek, then fork R(uphill) at a jct.
& begin climbing up out of the creek
bottom., Cur road improves when we gain
the top of the ridge (1,090'). After a
short, steep descent to Huffman Gap
(910'), we traverse to the R{W#) of Almus
Knob, now level, & come to & jct, in a
saddle (3.7m)(925'). Bear L{E), cont.'-
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ing on Rand Rd. (F.S. Rd.#1118}. Follow
this road (dirt) along the ridge for 6.5m
(1,225') to a jet., with F.S, R4.#1100
(Push Mtn. Roed)}(1,160'), Turn R(E) onto
this well graded dirt rd. & follow it
2,6m to paved St. Hgwy.#14 (1,168'}, the
primary route, 4m ¥ of Big Flat,

For those who would rather walk than
canoe, our route from here will be tmostly
slong paved St. Hewy.'s, with some dirt
secondary roads, Turn R{SE) in the com=-
munity of Bula (750'){no facilities) &
begin c¢limbing FRollins Mtn. on a dirt rd.
to a saddle named McCutchen Gap (2.2m)
(1,830'). Now descend steeply down the
other glde to the community of Snowball
(2m) (768"} St. Hegwy.#74 in the Calf Or.
Valley. There is a P.0, & store here,
Cont., L{E} on Hawy,#7%, crossing Granny
Cr., paesing to the N of a flat-topped
mtn., then vassing through the tiny com-
munity of Dongola before descending inte
Baker Hollow & crossing Bear Cr. to 1.5,
Hawy.#65 (7.5m){670'), Turn R(E) & fol-
low this busy hgwy. into the town of
Marghall (5,2m}{(1,040'}, with ell ser-
vices. Turn L{N) in the center of town
ento a dirt rd., which shortly starts de-
scending down Brush Cr. & lesves the town
limits, Soon we come to a jet., (1m)
{847'), where we cont. straight (RyNE) &
ascend up a ravine & over a hill to
Beaver Cr. Hellow, then sscend once more
& pags a church (Martin Box Chavel} on
our L(N) ;uSt before coming to St. Hgwy.
#27 (2.m){(1,160"). Turn L(N) & follow
Hewy.#27 pmst the communities of Morning
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cance route (4m)(1,168'). Cont. on Hgwy.
#14 mnother 2,2m to a jct. with F.S, Rd,
#1112 (Tie Ridge Rd.)(1,130'). Turn L(E)
here & follow this ridgetop dirt rd. 3.5m
to a T jet. (991')., Turn R(E-SE) aonto
Dave Rd, (it is unclear what ¥,.8, Rd.# it
i) & cont, SE vast a T jet. (the road
branching R(SW) leads to Hgwy.#14), then
E along a ridge, eventuslly descending to
& crossing Sylamore Cr. (450') before
coming te a jet. (3.,2m) with F.S, Rd.#
1102, Turn R(SE) & follow this wvaved rd,
.2m to the Gunner Fool Rec, Area. One
can camp hersa-there is water & sites.
After crossing to Sylsmore Cr.'s S side,
Tellow the cpgd. access rd. to the L(E)
to our trailhead, Follow this trail as
it winds downstream slong Sylermore Cr.,
crogsing 1t numerous times (shouldn't be
much of a problem} before entering the
Blanchard Sorings Pec. Ares & coming to
a paved cped. loop rosd {(3.8m}(400'),
There are severasl camping mrrea designa-
ticns in this a2rea, which are likely to
be crowded during the warmer months, per-
ticularly on weekends & holidays. Cross
the creek twice, following the signs to-
wards the spring & caverne. Just Baat a
pullout, we come to & jet, (1,3m){bkp'),
The road going up the hill to the R(W-NW)
leads 1.5m to the visitor center & ele-
vator-shaft access to the caverns, which
are well worth m visit.  They constitute
one of the lergest & lesst tampered with
cavern systems in the U.S., while still
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Star & Lone Pine to a fork just past
Lone Pine (5.2m)(1,180'). VYhere the
hgwy, bendg NE, we cont. straight (RyE)
on a dirt rd,. After ,6m, bear L{E-NE)
& cont. E along a ridge for another 2,6m
toa Y jet., (1,104'), Bear L(N-NE) .8m
to & L-way jet. (1,020'}. If you jog R
(8) 50 ft. & then fork L(8-S5E), you will
come to a St, Rec, Site fematuring the
“Ozark Mystery Ceve*(.4m), where you can
tour the cave (check with the St. Park
Authority about campving). From here,
cont. on down the jeep rd, to Big Cr,,
then follow the stream L(E) downetream
(be sure to respect private proverty; if
there are any "No Trespessing® siegns or
other indicaters of private vroperty,
follow the other route along the road)
?o ?gwy.#lh & the bridge over Big Cr.
2m) .

If you elected to bypass the St.
Rec. Site, turn L{(N) here & descend into
Wildeat Hollow (670')}, then ascend this
wooded hollow past a spring & up to
Hegwy,. #14 (2,2m){1,007'). Turn R(E) on
St. Hewy.#14 & descend to the bridge
over Big Cr., (1.8m)(620'), About 1,000
ft. past the bridee on the R{E} we pick
up the o0ld rosd & take it ahove the new
hgwy. a8 1t follows Bear Cr, up ocut of
the Blg Cr. valley., After merging with
the hgwy. (1,1m){710'), follow it 5.2m
into the town of Big Flat (1,240'), with
a P,0. & store,

Cont. E on St, Hewy.#14 out of Big
Flat, entering the Ozark N.F, & coming
to the ject, with F.5, RdA.#1100 & our
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providing easy esccess to the genersl
publie. Cont, up a revine to the L(S),
passing a smell wvond & & short treil
veering R(F) to Blanchsrd Svring {water
which formed the cave system resches
ground level here; the natural cave en-
trance is on up this ravine, then uv the
R{KN} fork, m totzl distance of about .5m)
before climbing up to St. Hgwy.#14 (1.6m)
(860*),

Leaving Bl=ncherd Sorings Rec. Area
we follow Hgwy.#14 as it winds zlong a
ridge, then descends, leaving Ozark
N.F., to a ;ct. with St. Rt.#'s 549
{5.7m){340"}, cont. straight (E=NE) a-
crose onto St, Hewy.#9 & cross the White
REiver {one of Arksnsas' mazjor rivers,
draining = lsrge chunk of the Ozark
Highlands in MO & AR). This 1s the end
of the section, gust shy of the comnity
of Sylamore (.Bm)(360')(eroceries & P.0.),

E-Sylamore, AR-U.S, Rt.#60, ro

This sectién, mostly along dirt &
paved rosds, comnects the Ozark Mtns, of
Arkansas with the scenic Ozark Trail in
Migscurl which traverses the Ozark vla-
teau & will eventually connect with the
Dzerk Highlande Trail. The potential
exists, if 2 trail is ever built aleng
the Fleven Point wWild & Scenic River, of
using this alternste route as a permanet
connector between the present Ozark
Highlends Trail & the Ozark Treil in MO.
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Upon lesving Sylamore, we climb up
out of the white River velley on Hgwy.#5,
s blecktop rosd, passing Polk Mtin,
Cemetary (on the R), then traversing the
W sloves of & hill above the White River
before swinging S of Brandenburg Wtn,
through 2 saddle (870') & descending its
E'ern flsnks to a jet. (7.5m)(480°'),
Cont. straight(E) on Hgwy.#9 prst a
ehurch {Church of Ghrist*. following Fast
Twin Cr. back up %o the ridge at Besr
Soring Gap & cont,'ing along the ridge on
a winding road (Hgwy.#9) to the community
of Lone Star (4.1m}(759')(no services}.
Cont. on St. Hgwy.#9 through more delight«
fully wooded & rolling Ozark highland
terrain generally NE, finally entering a
more level platezu area that has been
cleared for farming & coming to the town
of Melbourne, with 211 servicee (7.5m)
(605*), & Hewy.#69.

Walk N through town .7m to a l-way
jet,, bezring R(E-NE) ontc 2 paved sec
ondary rd.. PFolleow this paved rd, 7.2m
past iwo churches to St. Hewy.#56 (710').
Turn R(E) here & walk .5m to the commu=-
nity of Violet Hill, Cont. another .6m
to & jet. (?752'). Turn L{N) & cont. on
this paved secondary rosd. The pavement
soon ends at a church & we cont, N psst
an inverted Y jct. to St. Hewy.#354 & the
community of Wiseman (ém)(600'). Jog R
«1m on Hgwy.#354 through town, then turn
L(N) onto a dirt secondary road & follow
it N toc a fork just inslde the Fulton Co.
line, where we bBear R(NE){1,7m} & cont.
generally NE inte the town of NMorriston

slope over m clerred summit (729') & de-
scend to another jet. (2.2m){6h2'},

Cont., R(E) over a hill toc snother dale,
then ascend to a rldge & follow the road
into the town of Mammoth Spring, Ark.,
cont.'ing N down to St. Hgwy.#9 (2.7m)
(560"}, Turn R(E} .7m (ten blocks)
through town to U,S, Hgwy.#63. The town
is named for a huge soring, one of the
largest in the state, which gushes forth
millione of gallons of warm water daily
& literslly forme the Spring River.

There is also a large fish hatchery here,
which algo warrants a visit, The town
has all mervices (P,0., grocerres, motel,
ete,) & is o fitting place to end our
Arksnsas tirek, The state line is ,2m N
on U.5. Hgwy.#63.

F-Ark. St. Line-U,S. Hgwy.#60, MO

This section in eouthern Kissouri,
until the Czerk Trail is comvleted, 1=
relegeted to following peved roads for
the first 20 mile=., It then entere Mark
Twaln N.F., crossegs the Eleven Point
River, & follows dirt F.S. roads to U.S.
Hewy . #60,

Our route through Missouri gegins
on the Arkansss border just N of NMamroth
Spring, AR on U,5, Hgwy.#63. Proceed N
on Rt.#63 1.6m to the town of Thayer
(532*), with 8ll services. Cont, N on
Hewy.#63 .6m to St. Rt.#19. Turn R(NE)
here & follow this paved hgwy. 15.5m to
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(1,9m)} (645'), Cont,'ing NE, we pick up
blacktop & sacend ancther 1.5m to a ject.
with St. Hawy.#289 (B00'). Cont.
straght (E), then N on this road inte .
the town of Glencee (1,7m)(793') & U,S,
Hgwy.#62 (store & P.0,). Cont. straight
across the hgwy. on a paved secondary
rd. 3.1lm to the small community of Heart
(600'). Bear L{NW) where the road forks
now on dirt, & walk .8m to another jct,
(570'). Bear R{N-NE} here & cont, on a
dirt rd. through fieldes & woods to an-
other fork (2.3m){670'). Bear R(E)
through the tiny community of French,
ford the Cherry Hollow Br., & climb
gradually through a wooded area, curving
E over a hill (730') to a jet. (3.6m)
{635')., Turn L{N} here, climbing a hill
through a field (750'), then entering
forest & descending inte Bald Soring
Hollow past Bald Spring (on our L in =
small clesring) to a jet, (2,1m)(540'),
Bear R(NE), cont.'ing straight vast a
road branching R(SE), ford Mystt Cr.,
then c¢limb N, E, then N mgain to snother
jet. (1.4m)(632'). Bear L(NE) slong the
rim of the escarpment aleng the river,
coming to another fork (1,5m)(670°').
Bear R(NE), cont,'ing straight (NE) past
a road branching R(E-SE) after 70 yards,
& climb gradually over a saddle (752')
on the N side of a farm, across two
gtream gullies, & ascend in woods 1o a
boway jJet. (2.3m)(710'). Turn L(N), de-
scencing into a cleared draw & bend R
(E). Cont. across s ford of English Cr.
(Oxford Ford)(526'), then climb z wooded
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the town of Alton {779'). Proceed
through town {(all services) & cont. on
St. Rt.#19 N, About Im N of town there
ie a nice, vrivately owned cpgd. on the
L with tent svots, store, enack bar, &
showerg, After 1.6m, you will remch a
jet. (930'), Bear R(E) onto secondsry
St. Rt. AA for ,25m, then bear L(NE)
onto a well graded dirt rd. going down
Little Hurricene Cr., Just =fter the
resd crosses the creek & heads due E
{1.9m)}{791*), besr L(N), cont.'ing down
the creek, Just after passing a church
& cemetary on the R, cont., straight (N)
& climb over a saddle before croesing
another tranch of Hurricane Cr. (1.zm)
(740'), Wwe now climb 1,3m to the vil-
kage of Greer & s jct. with Hewy.#19
(850'), Turn R(E-NE)} salong thim paved
hgwy, once again through Greer & resch
the Mark Twain N,F, boundary (signed) in
another 1.,5m (850'). Just beyond is an
old bldg. on the L with & tr&il lesding
down to Greer Spring, the 2M9 largest
svring in the gtate in terms of volume
of Hz0. The water gushing up out of the
groynd & flowlng out of a nearby eave
make this .8m (round trip) side-~trip
definately worthwhile, We now descend &
croes the Eleven Point River, a major
vatershed which has been nrecervedds
protected by the Forest Service as a
Nat'l Sceniec River along most of its
length in this area (534'). Ascend the
paved hgwy. up the other side of the
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valley & come to g jet. with P.s, Rd.#
3152, an im roved, well-graded dirt rd.
(2.7m)(925'), Bear R(E} here onto it &
follow the ridge in heavy forest SE, then
E before we abruptly descend via a switche
back to Hurriemne Cr, valley (542°) & a
Jot. (3.5m). Rear R(sW), cont,'ing on
Rd.#3152, then cross the creek (,8m)(514)
& ascend NE, still on RA.#3152, After
1.3m, we reach a jot, with F.S., Rd,#3190,
foerking R(SE). Stay on Rd.#3152, cont, '-
ing straight(NE) st tne next jet, (F,.s,
Rd.#3226) a1l the »ay  eng thie wooded,
flat ridee vast Sinking Cr. Lookout Tower
(1,0247) tq St, Hgwy, J, » vaved road
{5.4m) (9681, Turn L(N) & follow Hewy., J
+2m to Forest Rt,#314€, Turn R{E) here &

forest,
to Big Barren cr,
Spout Soring Cave
(SW} of here, on the § side of the ravine,
Cont. stralght(N) on Rd, #3146, elimbing
back up ento g ridge to P.§, Rd.#3145
{.8Mm)(B79'), "myyrn L(N) onto 1t & follow
it 2m to' a fct. with F,S. Rd.#3254 (934'),
here & follow

then abrubtly ecurve NW
(5.1m)(630'2. The

knoll ie dye W of this jet,),
this jeep trail x elong a ridge to n Y

Jet. (1.4m) where we bear R(NE) & descend
down to Poca Hollow & a jeep road, Murm
L(K) & proceed through a cleareq bottom-
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bower-line, winding w just N of it (940°)
until we degcend into Midco Hollew &
Cro8s s jeep rd, (7.2m}(710"), Cont, up
lesving Mark Twain N.F,
& entering the Peck Ranch st, Wildlifas
Management Area, mansgeq by the Mo, Dept.
of Conservation (¥DC), to an improved
dirt rd, (1.2m), Cross it & climb up to
another dirt rosd on g ridge {910'), then
descend down Fritchard Kollew {(760') pe-
fore climbing the ridge to our L(W) to me
nother road ?830') & finally descending
down to Mill or, & another main dipt
(2.3m) (7007y, A smell airstrip & the
wildlife ares headquarters are Just L{w)
of ug here, Now we
side of Mule Follow to another ridgetop
)+ then descend down to Roger's
Crye & a dirt yq. with a bridge over the
creek (2,6ém)(780'), This is the olq
S'ern terminue of Ozark Trail,

rd.,

jeep rd.
vorarily in ¥We are now on
Nat'l Park Service lands, part of the
Ozark Nat'l Scenic Riverway's corridor
along the Current River, Descend thig
hollow to Rocky Cr., erogs 1t, then agcend
over a small gsddle & descend inte
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land ares (620'), then ascend in woods
again to paved St. gy, ¢ (1.3m)(730").
Follow this road Im L(N-NW) to busy
U.B, Rt.#60 {540}, Freemont, MO i sm
L(W) along this hegwy.. Turn R(E) &
follow Hgwy,#50 ,om over a small, wooded
gaddle to the temporary southern termi-

a dirt rd,

¥e will now be following = complet-
ed portion of the Ozark Trail a1}l the
This trail tn

hiking & backvacking,
datee horseback riders
sections, It ig marked with a green ¢
symbol on white masonite (sucplemented
by white paint blazes); at turng or
chenges of direction, this 8ymbol ig
tilted in the direction of the turn,
Follow the trajl thru wooded hills
1.7m to vhere we Croes the St, Louig-
San Pranciseo RR tracks {521'}, then
cont. along the well marked trail NE,

on particular

NW, & then w ag we wind over gmsl]
ridges & thru hollows, We Crogs =
Lo
Rt. NN

Denning Hollow & the aved St,
in a cleared areg (6m§(662'). Cross
this rosd on the bridee over Roeky cr,,
then croms the meadow on the L{W) side
raad before entering a scenig
Follow Roeky Cr, thru
this small cenyon, then skirt the R(E)
i before crossing a djrt
rd. {1.5m) & making an abrunt R(E} turn
downstream before recrossing Ro ky Cr,
i an old cabin & a small
waterfall & mill site (570'),
climb gradually NE tg a sadcle (730'),
then deseend to Indian Cr. & follow it
R(NE} downstream. Eventually we cress
Indian ¢r, & pick up a Jeen traiy,

which becomeg a trail again Just before
erossing Indian Cr, a 204 time (5407),
We now climb tg g wooded bluff overleok-
ing the Current River, then alternately
descend & ascend as we follow the trail
along the bluffs on the W side of the
river., We mre walking on lang owned by
either the NP3 or MDC,

picking up
to the new

a trail once

more & coming 5t. Hgwy.#106,
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Turn R(E) & cross the bridge over the
Current River to the trailhead on the
other side on the L(N) side of the hgwy.
(2m){700*)., The Owle Bend Visitor Center
{seasonal) & cped. (year round) are down
the hill to our R(S), a good camping area
(there ig a trail leading down through
the bushes here), Ellington is 13m E of
here.

When ready to depart these pleasant
surroundings, take the Ozark Trail L{NW)
along the bluffs overlooking the river,
Good views can be had along this scenic
stretch, We descend down almost to the
river, weaving in & out of hollows, be-
fore following a jeep rd. up Bloom Cr. a
short distance, then climbing on trail
in = W'erly direction up a ridge. We an-
cend to a saddle, then traverse upward
across NE-facing slopes. Upon coming to
our first major ravine, we have the op-
tion of making a short slde-trip to the
Marvel & Blair Cr, crves on the other
gside of the ridge, 2 worthwhile detour.
They are located due W in Marvel Cave
Hollow on the other side of the ridge, a
geramble of less than #m. Cont, on the
Ozark Trail, descending inte Pogue Hollowk
then switchbacking up another ridge to a
jeep trail on the ridgetop (5m)(1,060').
We enter the Ploneer Forest here, a large
tract of private land which the owners
graclously allowed the trail to be built
on, FPlease reapect thelr property. De-
gcend on trail to Little Blair Cr. {7004,
then plck up & jeep trall (permanent OT)
& follow it up a ravine, then up a spur
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ravine, curving R{KFE} up a smaller ra-
- vine to a jeep rd, on a ridgetep (1,150')
Cross it & cont, on trall, descending
back down via a side ravine into Barton
Hollow (980'), then NE up another ravine
to another Jjeep rd. on top of the ridge
(3.4m)(1,220'), Here we leave the
Ficneer Forest & enter Mark Twain N,F.
once again, Cross the road & cont, NW,
then NE on trail, as we descend once
more into Elair Cr.. Cont. up the creek
valley, =zlternately following trail &
Jeep trall, to F.S. Rd.#2220, a gradegd
dirt rd. & the old, temporary N-terminus
of the Qzark Trail (2.9m}(1,260'),
There is a trailhead parking lot just L
(W) of us here, Cross the road & cont,
NE on a newly completed section of the
Ozark Trail, not traversed by HikaNation
in 1981, The trail parallels the F.S.
road aleng the ridgetop, crosses paved
St. Rt. P, then eventually drope W-NW
down into a ravine, which we follow NE
up te the jet. of 5t. Rt, P & S5t. Hgwy.
#72, the temporary N'ern terminus of the
Qzark Trail (5.7m){1,320'), The town of
Bunker is 3,5m to our L{NW} down this
hgwy.. We turn R{(E} & walk 1.2m aleng
the pavement to an obscure jet. with a
Jjeep trail on ocur L{N){1,28C')(This jct.
might be hard %o find. From the jct. of
Kt.'s P & 72, the hgwy. curves L{(NE) af-
ter 4m, then back R(E} after im. Our
jet. is just beyond this second bend.
If you pasg = small hill on the L{K},
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ridge to a jeep rd. on a main ridge
1,025'). Turn R(E) along this about

00 ft,, then follow the trail blazes
down 2 jeep trail en a ridge to where
the trail picks up again on the L(W).
Follew the trail down intoc Holmes Hollow
until we reach fields in Blair Cr.
Valley (71¢'), We turn F(N) onto a jeep
rd. (permanent 0T route) & follow it up
through the bottomlands along Blair Cr,,
following the trail merker at forks.
Just after Snring Hollow meanders off to
the NE, we pick up permanent trail once
agein & follow it a2long the S & W sides
of Blair Cr. to & jeep rd. which gives
aceess to the trail from F.S. Rd.#2220
{5.3m)(760'). Cont, E, then N along the
trail, coming to another jeep rd. just
past a ravine, Follew the markers N on-
to a jeep rd. (permanent OT)}, pescing
Herper's Spring (1.4m). Just pesst this
gpring our jeep rd. becomes trail again,
cont.'ing along the bluffe just W of
Blair Cr., to Cedar Polnt, where Blair
Cr. goes R(NE) & Laxton Hollow goes L{N)
{B26'). Here our treil leaves the bot-
tomlands along Blalr Cr., ascending the
ridge between the forks steeply on a
Jeep trail, ook for the markers indi-
cating a resumption of newly constructed
trail veering off to the L(N-NW)(2.5m)
(1,110'), Traverse down into Laxton
Hollow, winding in & cut of numerous ra-
vines, Where our trail curves R(N) up a
major side valley, Laxton Svring & Cave
can be found 600 ft. te our L(W) on the
N side of the ravine, Ascend this secenie
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you've gone too far), Follow this trail
or jeep trail N along & ridge in woods,
curving NE, then E before descending SE
down inte Vest Hollow. Upon hitting a
Jeep rd. bear R(NE) & follow it ocut to
5t. Rt. PP (3.im) (950" )(If you fsiled to
find the trail jot., you would have fol-
lowed Hewy.#72 to this route intersec-
tinn,_then turned L(N) aleng it to this
location-2.9m}. We turn L(N) onte Rt,
1T, cross the Bee Fork River, & after
rassing a landing strip om our R{E},
reach a dirt rd, branching R(E){,zm).
One & a half mileg up Rt. TT is Pletcher
Mine, n large lend extraction mine with
a shaft almost 1,000 ft, deep. Cont, on
the dirt rd. vest the airstrip on our
R(S) to @ trail/jeep trail lending up
the hill on our L(NF(It is located just
past a stresm & house on the left)(.5m),
Follow this track steeply, then more
gradually, uv a ridge, bearing L(N) at a
jet. until coming to F.S, Rd,.#2236, sn
improved dirt rd, (2.1m){1,260°), Turn
R(E) mlong this road on a nearly level,
foregtied ridsze in Mark Twain N,F,, bear-
ing L(E) & cont.'ing along the ridge at
two Jet.'s with roads branching S to Bee
Pork Valley (if you feiled to locate the
trail jet. near the lending striv, you
would be coming up the 2nd of theze two
roads), FEventually we pass a cemetary
on the L(N) & descend to a bridge over
the W Fk,, Black River {(5.2m)(700'),
Ascend past Sutton Bluff Cpgd. on the L
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(SW). then bear L{N} uphill where the
road forks (.4m}{500'), Ascend a ridge,
then drop to a saddle (.6m){992°'), Cooks
Cave iz ,Bm down the jeep rd. to the L
(NE) along the bluffs on the N side of
the river. Cont. up the ridge 1,3m to
the Karkaghne Scenic Rd., (F.S. Rd. #2233}
which has recently been paved (1,200'}),

Since the planned rcute of the Ozark
Trail cont.'s on a northerly track & the
HikaNation route swings E towards Johnson
Shut-In's St, Park & Tom Sauk Mtn. here,
we will be leaving the trail corridor
here. There may eventually be a connect-
ing trail built between the Ozark Trail &
Illincis® Mishioc Trail, but until there
is, we will have to follow roads to
Illinels, except for trails in Johnson
Shut=-In's 5t, Pk. & over Tom Sauk Mtn.

Turn R{(N=NE) & follow this scenic
drive 6.6m to 8t, Rt.'s 72 & 21 just W of
a saddle {1,070'). The town of Centerville
is 2.3m R(S) on this hgwy.. Turn L(NE)} &
follow the hgwy. 2.7m, crossing the ¥Niddle
Fk., Elack River & coming to an intersec-
tisn with 3t. t.#49 (710')., There is a
store at this jet.. Turn R(SE) & walk on
5%, Rt.#f's 72, 49, & 2} .bm to St. Rt. N,
Eear L(N) here & gradually ascend Baker
Eranch valley to a saddle (987'), then
descend on the paved rd. past a church on
the L{#)} to wvalker Eranch (3.3m)(B06&6'),
we now enter Johnson Shut-Ins St, Park &
ascend to a trail jet, just 3 of a saddle
(just before the road begins climbing
more steeply & curving to the R){l.1m}
(90C"). Take this trail to the R(NE), an
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up along the Froffit Litn, Ridge to a
¥noll (1,656'}, with good views, then de-
scend steevly to = saddle (1,370')., We
now traverse the SE'erly sloves of Proffit
itn.'s irverted "V", circumnavigating
first one N-S valley, then climbing over
the ridge forming the E'ern flank of the
V before traversing N again around the
secend valley, We alternately walk
through forest & glades, the latter af-
fording excellent views of the mrea,
After descending slightly in a S-SE'erly
direction, we come to Tom Sauk Cr. & the
old trail (6.3m)(1,000*), Wwe turn L(Z)
upstream along the trail {(a jeep trail}
which is part of the old military ra, to
Arkansas. This track was alsc part of
the fzmous "Trail of Tears" over which
16,000 Cherokee Indians, primarily from
ine Smoky Min. region of E'ern Tennessee
& North Carolina, were merched by presi-
dentiel orders to a new home in Oklahoma
in the winter of 1838-39, About + of the
Indians perished during this terrible or-
deal, There are seversl wet crossings of
Tom Sauk Cr, cover this stretch., After
1m, we come toc the "Devil's Toll Gate",
which is & hole or stlit in the solid
rock so named by the pioneers who were
compelled to unload thelr waron trains &
swing them arosund by hand in order to cet
through the sharp turn of the passage.
After one last ford of Tom sauk Cr., we
turn sharply L(N} & berin clinbing steep-
1y up ocut of the canyon. we level off

e
0ld logzing rd., & climb over a ridpe,
bearing L{E) where arother road goes SE,
& descend N down into a camping & vicnie
area in Johnson Shut-Ins St, Fk. {1.3m)
(840*). The "Shut-Ins", located .4m E
of here on a trail, are a narrow, ro ky
area in a canyon where the E Fk, of the
Black River tumbles through, having cut
its way through the rock sediments.

The trailhead for the new Tom Sauk
Trail is just ovcosite (N} of the cpgd.
in Johmsen Shut-Ins &t. Fk.. Unfortu-
nately, one must wade or hop across the
formidatle E Fk. Black River, which usu-
ally does net afford a dry croasing,
This new section of trail was scoutegd &
built by the No. Dept. of Natural
Resources & is more scenic & rus-ed than
the old route, used by Boy Scouts for
vears. e Tellow the E bank of the
Black River for a little bit, then curve
E up Leaky Cr. valley & follew the
stream (fed by leaks & seevage from the
Uprer Reservoir of the Tom Sauk Pumped-
Storare Hydroelectric Powerrlznt Complex.
#ater is pumped from the lower reservoir
along the Elack River to the unper res-
ervelr, then released down a tunnel
chute to generate power), Eventually we
cross the stream & head NE up onto a
ridge, where the old trall comes in on
the L(W)(1.4m)(1,120'), vhere the old
trail clicbs straight up the ridee, we
switchbtack on the new trail graduslly
upwards te a saddle on Froffit Itn,
{l1.1m)(1,435*), 7The old trail descends
déwn to Tom Sauk Cr., here, but we elimbd
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shortly & reach a good viewrtoint on our
L(N) cof kina Sauk Fzlla, a beautiful
waterfall which falls 132 ft. in three
cascades., We cont, e&scending E'ward,
then NE'ward gradually ur to the flat
summit of Tom sauk Mtn., {i,772'), the
hichroint of the state of Missouri
(2.1m), There is a lookout tower &
radio tower nearby, with rood views of
the Ozark Flateau. Cont. R(E) on County
Rd. CC, a paved access road. Descend to
2 saddle, then ascend to the summit of
Russell Mtn, (1,726') & a jet. with a
new segment of the trail branching R(%)
down the mtn. (1.5m), Descend Russell
Mtnsh S'erly slopes along a ridge all
ihe way down to St., Hgwy's 72 & 21 (2.8m)
(1,040'). Turn L(NE) along this hgwy.,
looking for the apvearance of an abasn-
doned RR bed throueh a small gap on the
R{E)} after about 2,000 ft.. Upon cross-
ing Miner Cr., cross over to this RE bed
& head NE, SE, E, & finnlly NE along it
until we merge with the new Missouri-
Pacific tracks & come to St. Hewy.#8
(3.3m)(1,064'), Pollow this hgwy. L{N)
J4m to St. Hewy.'s 21 & 72 (986'), Turn
R{NE)} & walk 1,1m into downtown Arcadiz,
MO, with »l)l services,

' Take St. Hgwy.#72 E out of Arcadia.
After 1,5m, we reach a crossroads, where
St. Rt. JJ goes off to the R(S}. Cont.
straight on Rt.#72 another ,7m, then
turn R(S) onto St. Rt. D, once again in
Merk Twain N.F,. Follow paved Rt. D S,
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then E, then SE to a sesddle (1,098'},
then descend S thru woods to an open area
in a valley, curving SE to another ject.
{(3.8m){989'}. Cont. stralght (E)(bearing
L} through farmland, then descend thru a
wooded gap along a stream (rock Cr.) &
turn N, then gradually E past Blue ¥tn.
Lake & a cematary on the L{N) to a jet.
with a road branching L{N)(3.km)(875").
Cont. straight acrose the N side of n
cleared arez around Bald Knob, the hill
to our 8§, then re-enter foregt & descend
down to the St. Francis River bridge
(3.1m){582"). There is a cpgd. & plienic
area here (the cpgd. is up the hill on
the L(N) after croseing the river).
Cont. on Rt, D 3.,1m to St. Rt.#72 once
again (730'). Turn R(E) on Rt,.#72, but
immedietely cross it & vick up the old
hgwy. route just N of it. After 2.2m, we
cross Hgwy.#72, cont.'ing on the old
hgwy., then merging with it just before
resching the U.S. Rt.#67 overpass (1,8m)
(770'). Cont, over U,S. Hewy.#67 into
the courthouse Square of the sizable town
of Fredericktown (1.9m)(729'), with all
services.

One block past this square Rt.#72
turns L(N), then NE, then E at s jct.
(.8m}, where St. Rt. 00 goes L(N-NW),
Head E on Rt.#72 until resching = Y (1.9m)
Bear L{NE} onte St. Rt. J, passing e
schoolhouse on the R, to where St. Rt., W
branches R(8)(4,2m). Cont, L{NE) on J,
crossing the Castor River & ascending up
the other side to a jct, with St, Rt. EH,
Cont. on J, pessing a church on the R(S),
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E on Rd, A, coming to the town of
Altenburg (2.2m)(580'), a quazint old
German town with a park & historical mar-
ker. Once more cont. E on A for 3.7m,
descending down intoc the Mississippi
River valley proper vias a small tributary
valley. Our turnoff is .2m before we
reach the town of Wittenberg & break out
onto the Mississippi's alluvial plain.
We turn abrubtly R(S) onto a jeep rd.,
elimb over a saddle {(460'), & descend to
a flat area with a RR runnéng through it
near the river. At the 2NA jeep rd.
bearing L(E) towards the river, we turn
L & come to the ferry crossing ramp on
the Misaourl side (,.8m)(330'). Check a-
head of time to make sure the ferry ls
operating, Here we bosrd the Wittenberg
Perry, which runs everyday but Sunday
most of the year (again, check with the
local authorities to update this info.).
Welcome to Illinoist
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all the way through rolling countryside
to the Whitewater River & the hamlet of
yount (8,8m)(632'), Cont. NE, then E
thru woode past a lockout tower on the
L(N) on Rt. J, eventually coming to St.
Rt.#51 just 5 of a rmdio tower %h.um}
{835"). Cut R(S) on this hgwy. .2m,
then turn L(E) once more on St. Rt. 0
(855'). Cont. on Rt. O through more
rolling pastureland to the hamlet of
Millheim & St. Rt, K (5.2m){580').
™arn L{NE) onto Rt. K for .3m, then
turn R{E) onte Rt. 0 once again., Follow
0 another 2.6m to St, Rt. B, The com-
munity of Biehle, with a cafe & store,
ig Bm R(S) of us here, Turn L{(N) on B
for .2m, then turn R(E) onto St. Rt., ¥
& in 2,1m reach the overpass over I-53,
a major N-S expreseway {(5t. Louis is
B?m N here}. Cont, E on F to the vil-
lage of Apple Creek (formerly Smurbusch)
(2.9m) (460}, Mr. Snurbuech, who owns
some farm property just E of town on
the 5 side of the road, welcomed Hika-
Nation 1980-81 with open arms & is
friendly to hikers, Cont, E on Rt, F
to an intersection with U,S, Hewy.#61 &
the village of Uniontown (z.2m)(576'),
Jog L{N) on Hewy.#61 .Jm, then hang a R
(E§ on S5t. Rt. A. PFollow thig vpaved
road 6,3m throush more rolling farmland
to the community of Frohna (550'). We
are in the Mississippi River vmlley, &
have been since leaving Fredericktown,
MO., There is a heavy German imvrint
on the culture in this area, gince
Cerman immigrants settled here. Cont.



